
 

CLAUSE 6 OF THE TELECOMMUNICATION (BROADCASTING AND 

CABLE) SERVICES (FOURTH) (ADDRESSABLE SYSTEMS) TARIFF 

ORDER, 2010 (NO. 1 OF 2010) 

 

 

6. Mandatory offering of pay channels on a-la-carte basis to ordinary 

subscribers and charges therefor. 1[(1) Every multi-system operator or 

DTH operator or IPTV operator or HITS operator providing broadcasting 

services or cable services to its subscribers using an addressable system 

shall, from the date of coming into force of this Order, offer or cause to offer 

all channels offered by it to its subscribers on a-la-carte basis and shall 

specify the maximum retail price for each channel, as payable by the 

ordinary subscriber: 

Provided that the a-la-carte rate of free to air channels shall be uniform.] 

 

2[Provided further that in case a multi-system operator or DTH operator or 

IPTV operator or HITS operator providing broadcasting services or cable 

services to its subscribers, using a digital addressable system, offers 

channels as a part of a bouquet, the rate of such channels forming part of 

that bouquet shall be subject to the following conditions, namely:- 

 

(a) the sum of the a-la-carte rates of the channels forming part of such a 

bouquet shall in no case exceed one and half times of the rate of that 

bouquet of which such channels are a part; and 

 

(b) the a-la-carte rate of each channel forming part of such a bouquet shall 

in no case exceed three times the average rate of channel of that bouquet of 

which such channel is a part; 

 

Provided also that every multi-system operator or DTH operator or IPTV 

operator or HITS operator, providing broadcasting services and cable 

                                                 
1 Substituted vide the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Fourth) 

(Addressable Systems) Tariff (First Amendment) Order, 2012 (3 of 2012) dated 30th April , 

2012 w.e.f. the date of publication. 

Earlier: 
“(1) Every service provider providing broadcasting services or cable services to its 
subscribers using an addressable system shall, from the date of coming into force of this 
Order, offer or cause to offer all pay channels offered by it to its subscribers on a-la-carte 
basis and shall specify the maximum retail price for each pay channel, as payable by the 
ordinary subscriber: 
 
Provided that in the case of direct to home service, a direct to home operator who is unable to 
offer all its pay channels to its subscribers on a-la-carte basis on the date of coming into 
force of this order due to any technical reason, shall offer all its pay channels on a-la-carte 
basis to its subscribers with effect from a date not later than the 1st day of January, 2011.” 
2 Inserted vide the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Fourth) 

(Addressable Systems) Tariff (First Amendment) Order, 2012 (3 of 2012) dated 30th April , 
2012 w.e.f. the date of publication. 



 

services, through digital addressable systems, before the date of 

commencement of this Tariff Order and continues to provide such services 

after such commencement shall, within sixty days from the date of such 

commencement, comply with the provisions of the second proviso.] 

 

3[(1A) Every multi-system operator providing cable services to the 

subscribers, using digital addressable cable TV system, directly or through 

its linked local cable operator, shall offer a package of a minimum of one 

hundred free to air channels as basic service tier including the channels of 

Prasar Bharati, namely DD-Bharati, DD-Malyalam, DDPodhigai, DD-Odiya, 

DD-Bangla, DD-Saptagiri, DD-Chandana, DD-Sahyadri, DD-Girnar, DD-

Kashir, DD-NE , DD-Punjabi. 

 

(1B) It shall be open to the subscriber to choose any combination of free to 

air channels up to one hundred channels, in lieu of the basic service tier 

offered by the multi-system operator. 

 

Provided that it shall be open to the multi-system operator to specify a 

minimum monthly subscription, not exceeding one hundred rupees 

(excluding taxes) per subscriber, towards the basic-service tier or the free to 

air channels chosen by the subscriber in lieu of the basic service tier. 

 

(1C) The basic service tier offered by the multi-system operator shall 

include at least five channels of the each genre namely news and current 

affairs, infotainment, sports, kids, music, lifestyle, movies and general 

entertainment in Hindi, English and regional  language of the concerned 

region. 

 

Provided that in case sufficient number of free to air channels of a 

particular genre is not available, the multi-system operator shall include in 

the basic service tier the channels of the other genres. 

 

(1D) It shall be open to the subscriber of the digital addressable cable TV to 

subscribe to basic service tier or basic service tier and one or more pay 

channel or only free to air channels or only pay channels or pay channels 

and free to air channels.  

 

                                                 
3 Inserted vide the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Fourth) 

(Addressable Systems) Tariff (First Amendment) Order, 2012 (3 of 2012) dated 30th April , 
2012 w.e.f. the date of publication. 



 

(1E) If a digital addressable cable TV subscriber subscribes to the pay 

channels, in a-la-carte or bouquet or a combination of a-la-carte and 

bouquet, with or without free to air channels, it shall be open to the multi-

system operator to specify a minimum monthly subscription, not exceeding 

one hundred and fifty rupees (exclusive of taxes) per month.] 

 

(2) It shall be open to a service provider, while offering its pay channels on 

a-la carte basis and specifying a-la-carte rates for each of them under 

clause (1), to specify a minimum subscription period, not exceeding three 

months, for subscribing to a pay channel on a-la-carte basis by a 

subscriber. 

 

(3) Every service provider providing broadcasting services or cable services 

to subscribers using an addressable system may, in addition to the offering 

of pay channels on a-la-carte basis under sub-clause (1), also offer 

bouquets of channels, in which case, it shall specify the maximum retail 

price for each such bouquet applicable to its ordinary subscribers. 

 

(4) It shall be open to the service provider to specify a minimum monthly 

subscription, not exceeding one hundred and fifty rupees (exclusive of 

taxes) per month per subscriber, towards channels chosen by the 

subscriber, either a-la-carte or bouquet, for availing the services of such 

service provider. 

 

Explanation: It shall be mandatory for all service providers, who are 

providing broadcasting services or cable services to subscribers through 

addressable systems, to transmit or retransmit the channels of 

Doordarshan required to be transmitted compulsorily under section 8 of 

the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 (7 of 1995), to each 

subscriber on its network. 

 

4[Provided that nothing contained in sub-clause (4) shall apply to the 

subscribers of the digital addressable cable TV systems.] 

 

 

     *** 

                                                 
4 Inserted vide the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Fourth) 

(Addressable Systems) Tariff (First Amendment) Order, 2012 (3 of 2012) dated 30th April , 
2012 w.e.f. the date of publication. 


