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Dear Esteemed 
Members,

Despite many odds in 
the Hotel & Restaurant 
Industry AHAR made 
many inroads such as 
recently won a big battle 

with the power supply company BEST in which 
one single Hotelier Mr. Guruprasad Shetty who 
got the rule set right for the industry, which 
means the authorities are listening to the pleas 
made by the industry and justice been delivered 
to the deserved. Such that the industry 
collectively can get much deserved pat for 
delivering food services without fail.

The festive season is knocking the door with 
much opportunity to the Hotel industry and can 
be benefitted in terms of better business as the 
eating habit is changing for ready to eat and pre 
cooked foods than cooking at home.
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At a time when festive season is around the 
corner and all the goodness and overall 
industry perspective is fast changing with the 
Indian economy gaining momentum with 
considerable inflows of FIIs and FDIs pouring 
the Hospitality industry also sounding the big 
bang. The overall feel good factor is echoing 
and bringing some kudos to our industry.

The recent report by the Ministry of 
Finance pointing to the real Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) growth to 5.3% it is  directing 
towards a better days ahead.

India stands to be the third largest economy 
globally on the basis of Purchasing Power 
Parity (PPP). This growth is  being driven by 
the large and burgeoning middle class that is 
young and will continue to be so for a long 
time. 

As far as AHAR is concerned there is a huge 
momentum gained by our Association by 
achieving various landmark  court verdicts. 
Which draws the attention of policy makers 
and lawmakers as the Hospitality industry is 
always at the  receiving end and due corrective 
measures been vetted out.

I am sure our members are in receipt of our 
group publications such as AHAR Hospitality, 
AHAR Connect and the regular update of 
AHAR website and social media Facebook and 
Twitter.

In this edition we have covered some must 
read articles for the benefit of our fellow Hotel 
& Restaurant owners. The article on issues 
and challenges by Restaurant is well 
articulated piece of information which is very 
practical and must do type of article which 
carry some real lessons one must implement.

The beautifully laid centre spread carrying 
the news pertaining to the Hospitality 
industry published in various  newspapers 

and AHAR’s action and the reaction from 
various bodies with whom we are demanding 
/ fighting for our due rights. 

The article on how healthy is our Restaurant 
industry is very apt for the time as the youth 
who consume most in an eatery is largely the 
pillar of the future hence at this fast changing 
food habit it is indeed to have a practical 
check on food quality.

Story on what makes North Indian food 
popular is conveying the changing food habit 
and system of Indian Panorama which opens 
new dimension to food consumption. 

Healthy trends in cooking talks about how 
important is Innovation in Cooking. Even 
though youths are craving for junk foods still 
the Restaurants need to keep an eye on 
innovation and healthy foods. Article on juice 
it up takes new area of selecting the right fruit 
and the calorie conscious which will help 
address the sugar consumption.

At this juncture we are spearheading to the 
AGM and the annual AHAR Hospitality Expo 
which is an iconic and a prestigious event in 
the annals of AHAR.

I draw your attention and support in 
whatever ways possible to make this event as 
most remarkable one. This year too AGM 
Chairman Mr. Sudhakar T. Shetty is driving 
the team to reach out to the best possible 
deals and take to the next level of 
accomplishment.

I am sure you will support this venture 
with full dedication and fervour.

In service to AHAR

Bhaskar K. Shetty
Managing Editor
bhaskarshetty007@gmail.com

From Managing Editor’s Desk...
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The Writ Petition on Minimum Wages 
was finally admitted by the Hon’ble 
Nagpur High Court together with an 
interim relief purely on the merits of the 
case as provided by our counsel advocate 
Vivek Thakur

Our sustained campaign against the 
exorbitant Excise License Fee hike resulted 
in a committee being formed under the 
Chairmanship of Shri Amit Deshmukh, 
Minister of State Excise to conduct a study 
of the impact due to the above hike over 
the liquor Industry in the State.

A meeting with Dr Nitin Kareer, Sales 
Tax Commissioner of Maharashtra was 
undertaken to apprise him about our 
problems due to the incidence of Double 
Taxation especially since the levy of 
Service Tax in air-conditioned restaurants. 
We also met Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee, Excise 
Commissioner and requested him to 
address our long standing plea on 
simplification of license conditions. Our 
delegation presented a detailed 
memorandum to Shri Gopal Shetty, M.P, 
Shri Rahul Shewale, M.P and Smt. Smriti 
Irani, Union HRD Minister and apprised 
them about the various issues pertaining 
to the Hotel and Restaurant Industry.

We have also provided the Union 
Ministry of Commerce and finance, a 
detailed report of international practices 
being followed by developed countries 
during implementation of Indirect Taxes 
in the hospitality industry.

We were very upset with the new 
Government for ignoring our demand to 
abolish the Service Tax being levied over 
and above the VAT in the Union Budget.

We met the newly appointed Shri P. 
Bhapkar, FDA Commissioner, Shri H.K 
Jawale, Labour Commissioner, Shri 
Dhananjay Kamlakar, Jt. Commissioner of 
Police and Dr. (Smt) P.Keskar, E.H.O and 
apprised them about the issues affecting 

our members during operation.
We are very thankful to the Mumbai 

Police Commissioner Shri  Rakesh Maria 
for issuing the order to all the Police 
Stations and Social Service Branch (SSB)  
not to disturb Permit Rooms and 
Restaurants before the official closure time 
of 1.30 am. We had earlier made the 
representation and complained to him 
regarding the harassment by Police before 
the closure time. *

I would like to compliment our member 
Shri Guruprasad Shetty for relentlessly 
following the BEST monopoly case and 
being successful. MERC has granted license 
to TATA Power Company to distribute 
power to the consumers of the island city 
for the next 25 years.  Now the power 
consumers have a choice to select the 
Electricity Service Provider ending the 
monopoly of BEST.*

Members are requested to get 
themselves updated about the new ceiling 
of EPF. The government has notified 
enhancement of wage ceiling to Rs 
15,000.00 per month, fixed minimum 
monthly pension at Rs 1,000.00 under EPS-
95 and enhanced the maximum sum 
assured under the Employees’ Deposit 
Linked Insurance (EDLI) Scheme to Rs 3.00 
lakh. The member advised to confer with 
their consultant about the said implications 
and abide by the new notification.*

We are pleased to inform that the 35th 
A.G.M will be held on 16th December 2014 
in Buntara Bhavan.  Members are requested 
to participate in full strength and make 
this event a grand success.

Arvind Shetty
President
arvind_shetty605@yahoo.co.in

* Please visit www.ahar.in for details

From the President’s desk
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The Happy news is that TATA power Company has 
got renewal of their license to supply electricity for next 
25 years  by MERC but with condition of submitting 
revised plan based on our demand of having sufficient 
sub stations in South Mumbai to have uninterrupted 
Power Supply.

Our Meeting with the Sales Tax Commissioner Shri 
Nitin Karee was very positive and he assured our 
demand of charging Service Tax only on Service 
component and not on the entire bill based on High 
Court Judgment of Uttarkhand.In our meeting with the 
State Excise Commissioner we requested for expediting 
the process of simplification of Excise rules and 
regulations of 6 decades old.

Our 35th AGM will be held on 16.12.2014 at Bunts 
Sangha Auditorium, We seek the support of each and 
every member through participation and make this 
event a grand success.

We are happy that our representation to the Central 
Government is being heard and considered. For a small 
Association like ours whose jurisdiction is restricted to 
Greater Mumbai, it is a matter of pride.

Our delegation has met the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra and stressed him the need of 
modification of decades old police and excise Rules and 
also about the 50% hike in FL-III license fees which is 
affecting the Permit room Hotels very badly.

The Service tax matter is coming up for hearing in 
Supreme Court soon. We hope of some relief to the 
partly and fully air-conditioned Hoteliers.

We met the Labour Commissioner, the Commissioner 
FDA and EOH and briefed about the various grievances 
of the Industry with them.

With the State election round the corner, a hope for 
a stable and pro industry Government will come into 
force and our decades old grievances are being 
addressed.

With regards,

Sukesh Shetty
Hon. Gen. Secretary
sukesh2205@gmail.com

From Hon. Gen. Secretary’s Desk
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The food and beverage industry of India 
remains plagued with a plethora of problems, 
despite the nation having attained 
independence from foreign rule in 1947. 
Unrealistic licensing policies, unchecked 
inflation, law and order problems, high 
taxation and a host of other adverse factors 
continue to stunt the industry that should 
have risen as one of the most profitable in 
India.

In this article, AHAR takes a look at some 
of the major issues afflicting and stunting 
the growth of the Indian food and beverage 
industry in general, with a special focus on 
Mumbai.

Food price inflation:

The years 2012 to 2014 witnessed an unprecedented 
inflation in cost of food across India. This in turn has adversely 
affected the local food and beverage industry- particularly 
Udupi and other ethnic Indian restaurants and bars. While 
incomes remained more or less stagnant, the average Indian 
found his or her monthly earnings depleting fast due to 
increased cost of basic groceries, leaving less disposable 
income for enjoying an evening or weekend out. This in turn 
adversely impacted the food and beverage service providers, 
causing an overall slowdown in the growth of this sector.

According to experts, the year 2010 witnessed the peak of 
inflation in food prices across India with costs rising by around 
20 per cent. This inflation adversely impacted profit margins 
enjoyed by restaurants since the cost of raw materials had 
risen exponentially. Consequently, restaurateurs across India 
witnessed customers searching their pockets before deciding 
to dine out. Hundreds of restaurants, bars, permit rooms, 
dhabas and the likes had to cut costs by reducing the number 
of staff or downsizing portions served to customers.

Increased competition:

The last few years also witnessed the entry of multi-national 
food service providers into India. Propelled with huge 
advertising budgets and sufficient funds to buffer any losses 
caused during the gestation period, these foreign chains 
quickly gobbled up restaurant space available in metros such 
as Mumbai, uprooting traditional restaurants. MNCs also 
offered value based meal options across India which could not 
be matched by the largely unorganized food and beverage 
sector in India. For example, a foreign chain was offering 
burger sandwiches for as low as Rs. 25 each while a regular 
‘vada pav’ from a street-side stall in Mumbai cost Rs. 12 each 
or as much as Rs. 20 if ordered at a restaurant. The ‘phoren’ 
hungry Indian obviously chose the MNCs. It is indeed shocking 
to note that despite offering a wholesome meal (Thali) for a 
paltry Rs. 65 to Rs. 150 with many value additions. The Indian 
small, medium or large restaurant chains have been unable to 
come up with a survival package. Organizations including The 
Indian Hotel and Restaurant Association (AHAR) by putting 
their best effort were hardly able to unite on a common 
platform to provide a befitting response to offerings by MNCs. 

Manpower shortage:

Any person who has dined at a typical Udupi or ethnic 
Indian restaurant will have subtly observed that the industry 
is extremely labor intensive: The casual and regular Indian 
diner  ensures that the person who cleans the table does not 
handle food and drink. Further, Indian restaurants are also 
service based: meaning, the client expects to be served at the 
table and pampered by the service crew- in sharp contrast to 
foreign food chains in India which operate on a “self service” 
basis meaning the customer waits in a queue, pays for the food 
in advance, collects the voucher and hands it over for the food 
to be delivered, carries the tray to his or her table and after 
dining, places the tray and dumps the leftovers in appropriate 
bins.

While unskilled manpower is easy to find, a major concern 
among Indian restaurateurs remains the health of staff. No 
restaurateur worth his name will hire any staff suspected of 
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being afflicted by an infectious disease for the fear of penalties 
imposed by concerned local authorities. Among healthy staff 
too, restaurateurs have to ensure they hire persons who are 
not chronic alcoholics or drug users since no Indian customer 
will tolerate a waiter or cleaner reeking of booze or walking 
in a daze caused by narcotics and drugs.

Skilled personnel such as quality chefs and honest managers 
are also difficult to find, a recent survey conducted by India’s 
tourism ministry found. According to available statistics, 
Indian colleges turn out only about nine to ten per cent of the 
total manpower required by the industry. And graduates are 
quickly absorbed by five-star and foreign chains who can 
afford high salaries, leaving the largely unorganized restaurant 
sector starved of much needed staff. Migration of labor is also 
an issue: most restaurants now hire staff who have at least 
basic credentials of their identity and proof of address such as 
an ‘ Aadhar card’, due to law and order concerns. Migrant labor 
who do not possess such credentials often find themselves 
shunned by operators in cities like Mumbai, despite possessing 
the required skills as service crew or traditional chefs. The 
survey also discovered that Indian restaurants have a staff 
attrition rate of around 30 per cent- meaning most operators 
find it difficult to retain trained and skilled personnel as they 
are quickly offered attractive salaries by newer employers, 
given the manpower shortage.

Unrealistic real-estate prices:

Mumbai, the financial hub of India, is witnessing a real 
estate boom since the last decade. This has sent prices of real 
estate- on sale and lease- skyrocketing to unprecedented 
levels. This has put prospective new entrants at a disadvantage 
since they are unable to raise sufficient funds to buy or rent a 
new premises, especially in prime locations. With scores of 
buildings in suburban Mumbai under redevelopment, many 
long-time operators were forced to move out and seek new 
premises, which cost prohibitively high. Interestingly, MNCs 
do not find real estate prices to be an impediment since they 
have high budgets for launching operations in India. The low 
exchange rate of the Indian Rupee to the US Dollar, UK Pound 
Sterling or EU’s Euro also work in favor of MNCs when it comes 
to acquiring commercial premises for opening new businesses. 
A walk around any major mall in Mumbai will bear testimony 
to this disturbing fact.

As a result, Indian restaurateurs are forced to cough up high 
rents, pay huge taxes and other levies once again adversely 
affecting profitability, opening of new restaurants and 
relocation/ operation of existing ones.

 Unrealistic laws governing operation of restaurants, permit 
rooms and bars is also a factor hindering growth of the Indian 
food and beverage sector. In several cities, a moratorium on 
opening new restaurants, bars, permit rooms and beer bars in 
densely populated residential areas or residential buildings is 
enforced. This leaves the Indian food and beverage sector in a 
quandary, once again, stunting its growth.

Unreliable logistics and supply chains:

India’s logistical and supply chains are largely unorganized 
with food wholesalers having to depend upon individual truck 
owners to supply the end user- especially restaurants. The 
chain is further complicated by the unnecessary presence of 
several players such as commission agents who procure the 
produce, sell it to wholesalers at a premium who in turn add 
profits before supplying it to a restaurant. Thanks to frequent 
increases in fuel prices and cost of maintenance of trucks, the 
supply chain has also become expensive. Add to these strikes 
and other agitations keep popping from time to time, albeit 
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peaceful, undertaken by various unions. This renders the 
Indian restaurateur prone to unpredictable market conditions 
and other vagaries in the supply chain.  To keep businesses 
operational, restaurants are forced to depend upon multiple 
suppliers while paying a premium to ensure their services are 
not affected regardless of the ups and downs in the supply and 
logistics chains.

Sufficient warehousing facilities and cold storages which 
can provide a seamless supply of raw material to the food and 
beverage industry are currently unavailable. This not only 
leads to a wastage of raw material due to natural causes but 
also increases the costs to the end users as suppliers buffer the 
waste by hiking prices.

“Protection” money:

In metros such as Mumbai, it is common for any industry 
the protection money issue plays a key element of wastefull 
investment especially for restaurants, bars and permit rooms 
to pay large amounts to certain entities as “protection money.” 
The topic is never discussed openly at any forum due to fear 
of retribution. However, “protection money” paid by 
restaurateurs eats into the profitability of these businesses. 
Despite being a major law and order problem, no Indian 
association has dared rake up the issue of “protection money” 
with law enforcement agencies.

Liquor Laws:

The Indian liquor laws are complex and at best, 
incomprehensible to any ordinary restaurateur or prospective 
new entrant. For any food and beverage outlet to serve liquor 
on its premises, a series of licenses and permits from various 
authorities are required from the local municipality, state 
Government and the central Government. Applicants for 
liquor permits are often forced to wait several months before 
being granted one. Added to these woes are the facts that some 
conservative Indian   families, especially with growing up kids 
tend to shun restaurants with bars and permit rooms, thus 
limiting their client base to adult males only. A few posh pubs 
are frequented by women from the younger generation but 
the operational costs of such outlets are horrifyingly high. The 
cost of procuring licenses for serving Indian Made Foreign 
Liquor (IMFL) are high while the price of a permit to serve 
imported booze is unimaginable and can deter any new 
entrant. Restaurants serving liquor are also subjected to pay 
higher taxes and other levies imposed by the Government 
while their operational hours are severely restricted. Bars and 
permit rooms also have to maneuver themselves through a 
swamp of “dry days” on which sale of liquor is banned, forcing 
the outlet to remain closed. Moreover, one needs to get a 
permit to consume liquor with a recommendation of Medical 
practitioner.

India is caught in a maze of archaic and complex regulations 
at both the central and state level when it comes to sourcing 
liquor. Every player offering alcoholic beverages has to obtain 
a series of licenses to sell alcohol, and also adhere to the 

prescribed permitted hours, eligible age limit, etc. This 
situation is further intensified by the following challenges.

Red Tape:

Indian restaurateurs are required to obtain a plethora of 
licenses before they commence operations and renew them 
periodically. Failing to procure any of the prescribed licenses/ 
permits can lead to authorities shutting down the outlet under 
various provisions of the Indian law. 

An example of the number of licenses and permits required 
by any restaurateur to operate is listed in the following chart:

List of licenses and permits required  
by restaurants/ bars in India

TYPE OF LICENSE
ISSUING  

AUTHORTY
Mandatory/

Optional

FSSAI License FDA Mandatory

Health/Trade 
Eating House 
License for serving 
Food

Heath Dept., 
Municipal 
Corporation of the 
City

Mandatory

Health License for 
serving Liquor 
(Madira License)

Heath Dept., 
Municipal 
Corporation of the 
City

Mandatory

Shop & 
Establishment 
License

Shop & Est. Dept., 
Municipal 
Corporation of the 
City

Mandatory
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The Licenses required to start a Restaurant is almost same 
throughout India except in some cities like Mumbai where one has 
to obtain about 38 different types of Licenses, Permits, NOCs, 
Certificates and Registrations. 

The Maharashtra Govt. has recently appointed ‘Accenture’, an 
International Consultant to suggest ways to reduce these Licenses 
from 38 to 19 after a representation made by AHAR.

Note: The above List is not exhaustive but indicative. Other 
Licenses required are Weather Frame License, Hoarding License 
for Advertisement, Rolling Shutter License, Health Grade Certificate 
from Municipal Corporation. Permission also needs to be taken 
from Electricity Service Providers for operating heavy duty 
machineries like electric Grinding Stones, Water Pumps, Air-
Conditioners, Cooling Plants etc. Apart from the above requirements 
one has to fulfil other statutory obligations like ESIC, PF, Professional 
Tax for Employees, & Employers.

Exorbitant Taxation:

Indian restaurateurs are forced to pay out large sums of their 

revenues as taxes and other levies imposed by the government. 
These taxes are invariable charged to the client who views it as an 
unnecessary expense on dining at a restaurant. The list of taxes 
enforced in India is as follows:

Taxation in Food Services Outlets

Population pockets : 

A common problem across India and especially Mumbai, some 
areas are predominantly resided in by one or more ethnic 
community. Thus restaurateurs have to be extra cautious in 
selecting the area they wish to operate in or tailor their menu 
offerings to suit tastes and needs of the local populace. In Mumbai, 
for example, some suburbs are predominantly resided in by 
persons who come from a strictly vegetarian dietary background. 
Opening a bar offering non-vegetarian dishes in such areas is 
frowned upon and can attract ire from local residents and 
authorities. In other areas, people may be predominantly meat 
eaters. This forces a restaurateur to tailor his menu accordingly or 
face losses.

Solutions:

Organizations such as AHAR have to lobby with the local 
municipal, state and central government for an overall amendment 
in Indian hotel and restaurant laws. A panel of experts on laws 
needs to review existing laws and draft new ones to be presented 
to the government. The new draft laws need to take into 
consideration the various requirements of all categories of 
operators.
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Serving Dishes
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Type of Tax Tax (%)

VAT- Food and Non-alcoholic  
Beverages 12.50%

VAT- Alcoholic Beverages 5% Flat

Service Tax 4.94% (40% of 
12.36%)

Sign Board License

License Dept., 
Municipal 
Corporation of the 
City

Mandatory

NOC fron Fire Dept.

Fire Dept. through 
Municipal 
Corporation of the 
City

Mandatory

Environment 
Clearance for 
Grease Trap/ETP 
(Water Pollution 
Act)

State Pollution 
Control Board

Mandatory

Weights & 
Measures Approval

Controller of Legal 
Metrology Dept.

Mandatory

Police Registration 
License (RC)

Asst. Commissioner 
of Police

Mandatory

Place of Public 
Entertainment 
License (PPEL) for 
serving liquor

Commissioner of 
Police

Mandatory

Liquor License  
FL-III for serving 
Liquor

Commissioner of 
Excise, State Excise 
Dept.

Mandatory

Tourism Approval
Tourism Dept. Of 
Govt. of India/ State 
Govt.

Optional

Lift Licence (if Lift 
is installed)

Inspector of License, 
PWD

Mandatory

Insurance required 
to be taken for 
Public Liability, 
Product Liability, 
Fire Policy, Building 
& Assets etc.

Any Insurance  
Company

Optional
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MAHARASHTRA ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

World Trade Centre, Centre No.1, 13th Floor, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai - 400 005 

Tel. No. 022 22163964/65/69 – Fax 022 22163976 
E-mail mercindia@merc.gov.in 

Website: www.mercindia.org.in / www.merc.gov.in   Case No. 90 of 2014  
In the matter of 

Application for the grant of Distribution Licence in Mumbai City and Part of Mumbai 

Suburban Area, [areas of Mira Bhayandar Municipal Corporation including area covered 

under Chene and Varsave which are contiguous with TPC’s existing area of Licence] 

 

Smt. Chandra Iyengar, Chairperson 
Shri. Vijay L. Sonavane, Member 
Shri. Azeez M. Khan, Member 

 
The Tata Power Company Limited 
Registered office: Bombay House, 24, Homy Modi Street, Mumbai – 400001 

….Applicant 
ORDER 

Dated: 14 August, 2014 

The Tata Power Company Limited filed a Petition before this Commission applying for grant of 

Distribution Licence under the provisions of Section 15 of the Electricity Act, 2003 and 

Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission (General Conditions of Distribution Licence) 

Regulations, 2006. The proposed area of supply is within the geographical boundaries of the State 

of Maharashtra. 
The Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission, under the powers conferred on it by Section 

86(1) (d) read with the Section 14 of the Electricity Act, 2003, may grant licence(s) to persons 

seeking to act as Transmission Licensee(s), Distribution Licensee(s) and Electricity Trader(s) in 

the State of Maharashtra. Since Tata Power has applied for grant of Distribution Licence within 

the State of Maharashtra, this Commission is the Appropriate Commission for this case. 

Accordingly, this Commission has admitted the Petition and decides the same through this Order. 
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Mumbai: A 23-year-old man
allegedly stabbed a minor
girl to death on Friday, a little
over a month after her par-
ents rejected his marriage
proposal. Hasan Shaikh,
who had been reportedly
stalking the girl for two
years, killed her in the mid-
dle of the 90-feet road at Ta-
gore Nagar, Vikhroli (East). 

Afasana Shaikh (17) suc-
cumbed to multiple deep
wounds—two on her neck
and one on the back—while
undergoing treatment an ho-
ur later. Locals alerted a po-
lice patrolling van and took
the girl to a hospital where
she died during treatment.

The gruesome episode
ended in 15 minutes. 

The locals, an autorick-
shaw driver and police con-
stable Balkrishna Nandode-
kar (45), attached to the
anti-chain snatching squad,
chased and caught a fleeing
Shaikh 600 meters from the
crime spot. 

Vikhroli police are look-
ing for the sharp weapon that
Shaikh reportedly used in
the crime, which he dumped
while fleeing. Cops managed
to get accounts of the incid-
ent, which occured in a flash,
from two persons who have
been made eyewitnesses.

“The incident occurred
between 7.30am and 7.45am
when the girl stepped out of a
public toilet close to her hut-
ment in Tagore Nagar.
Shaikh tried to talk to her and
when she resisted, attacked
her on the neck and the back
with a sharp object. He had
planned the offence after the
victim’s parents turned
down his marriage propos-
al,” said Dinesh Desai, Vik-
hroli police senior inspector.

The incident occurred in
broad daylight on the main
road in front of horrified wit-
nesses. A few locals alleged
they had seen Shaikh stalk
the victim everyday after he
would reach the egg shop
where he was employed. 

“They had seen Shaikh
walk around the locality
early on Friday morning but
did not expect anything like
this to happen. When the girl
stepped out of the toilet,
Shaikh approached her and
they had an argument, after
which he slit her throat with
a knife and stabbed her re-
peatedly,” a local, who witne-

ssed the incident, told TOI.
Seconds after allegedly

stabbing the girl, Shaikh
tried to flee. “Bystanders
gave him a chase. An autor-
ickshaw driver, too, joined
the chased. It was the rick-
shaw driver who signalled

constable Nandodekar
standing outside the police
chowky. Nandodekar finally
managed to nab Shaikh,”
said Desai.

Afasana’s father, who
works with a scrap dealer,
told TOI, “The accused and
his parents came to my place

in June with a marriage pro-
posal. My daughter and we
refused. This enraged Shai-
kh. I learnt through locals
that Shaikh (a Govandi resi-
dent) had stayed behind in
our locality on Thursday
night. He would call my

daughter but she always re-
fused to entertain him. I lea-
rned that she had been killed
when locals rushed to my
place to inform me.” Her
family is in a state of shock. 

An elderly woman, who
tried to help the victim, said,
“Initially, I thought he was

slapping her but later saw
that he had used a knife when
I tried to free the girl.”

Investigators said they
are trying to find out wheth-
er the accused has any past
criminal cases against him
and also whether he had ha-
rassed the victim in the past. 

Shaikh has been booked
under India Penal Code’s sec-
tion 302 (murder). He will be
produced before court on
Saturday. 

This is the second case in
the past four days where a girl
has been stabbed for spurn-
ing a man. The other victim,
aged 16, is recovering at Inlax
Hospital in Chembur after
she was slashed by her jilted
lover on August 5 at her home
in Ayodhya Nagar in the
RCF-Chembur locality. She
survived the attack. Her con-
dition is reportedly stable af-
ter undergoing surgery.

Locals, Auto
Driver And 

A Cop Chase
And Nab Him 

Stalker stabs minor girl to
death on busy Vikhroli road 

ANOTHER GIRL SLASHED IN A WEEK

Police control room | 100 |

022 - 22621855 | 022 - 22625020
SMS your grievance to | 

7738133133 or 7738144144
Alert citizen | 103
Police HQ, opposite Crawford

 Market | 22620111 (extension: 206)

Always share your fears 
with a parent, elder or 
friend. They will protect 
you if the need arises

Register a police 
complaint under IPC 
sections 503 (criminal 
intimidation), 506 
(punishment for criminal 

intimidation) and 509 
(outraging the modesty of 
a woman through word, 
gesture or act), advises 
women’s rights lawyer 
Flavia Agnes

Approach an NGO and 
Mumbai police’s special 
cell for women and kids

HOW TO DEAL WITH A STALKER HELPLINE NUMBERS

THE ACCUSED

Hasan Shaikh (23) is a 
resident of a Govandi 
slum who worked in an 
egg shop at Vikhroli, in 
the victim’s neighbour-
hood. He had been 
trying to befriend her 
for two years

THE VICTIM

Afsana Shaikh 
(17) was the 
eldest among 
five siblings. 
She looked 
after them and 
their home and did 
not attend school. 
Her father works with  
a scrap dealer

THE CRIME

Around 7.30am on 
Friday, Shaikh 
allegedly stabbed 
Afsana three times on 
her neck and once on 
her back when she 
stepped out of a 
public toilet near the 
90-feet road at Tagore 
Nagar, Vikhroli (East). 
Shaikh was caught by 
locals, a rickshaw 
driver and a constable 
after they gave him a 
chase for 600 metres

DEATH AT THE HANDS OF A STALKER: Investigators at the site of 
the crime; (inset) the 17-year-old victim Afsana Shaikh 

After slashing his teenage 
girlfriend’s throat with a 
knife in Ayodhya Nagar 
at RCF-Chembur, 20-year-

old Ajay Dhotre climbed the 
terrace of a 22-storey under-
construction building in the 
neighbourhood and threatened to 
jump off it, only to be brought 
down to safety by the RCF police, 
who immediately arrested him. 
The girl is out of danger

A man stabbed a 35-year-
old woman to death in a 
crowded market lane at 
Jijamata Road in Sher-E-

Punjab, Andheri (East). The victim, 

Nirmala Jain, had not returned 
`12,000 that she had borrowed 
from the accused, Rajendra Dubey 
(34), nine months ago. Dubey 
was caught by locals and a 
police beat marshal

A jilted lover killed a 
21-year-old girl and 
later committed suicide 

in the Subash Tekdi locality in 
Ulhasnagar town. The victim, 
Pooja Bhalerao, was to get 
married on June 1 and her 
parents were out shopping 
when the accused, Aakash 
Sonawane (23), came to her 
Amrapali Nagar residence
around 9pm and stabbed her

Aug 

5

July 

3

May 

27

CASES IN RECENT PAST

V Narayan & Vijay V Singh | TNN

Entertainment (Comedy) 
★★★
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Tamannaah, 
Sonu Sood, Krushna, Prakash Raj 
and Junior—the wonder dog
Direction: Sajid-Farhad
Duration: 2 hours 20 minutes 
Language: Hindi (U/A)
58888 code: ent

■ Akhil Lokhande, the illegitimate 
son of  a Bangkok billionaire, finds 
out that his inheritance has been 
willed to a dog, Entertainment. 
And there are also other baddies 
playing dogs-in-the-manger.   

E
ntertainment tells you the 
story of  how one Daddy’s Na-
jayaz Aulad (illegitimate 

child), abbreviated in the film as 
DNA, stumbles upon the fact that 
he is actually a poor Mumbai boy 
born to a billionaire from Bang-
kok. His father, Pannalal Johri 
(Dalip Tahil in a garlanded photo-
frame on the wall), has bequeathed 
his wealth to his pet dog Enter-
tainment (Junior), because he 
could not in his lifetime locate his 
real son, Akhil Lokhande (Ak-
shay Kumar).

After a romantic interlude 
with his girlfriend Saakshi (Tam-
annaah) in Mumbai, Akhil flies 
to Bangkok. His best friend Jugnu 
(Krushna, good comic-tuning) 
and he make grand plans to get 
rid of  the dog, who stands be-
tween him and his billions.

But the canine is nobody’s 
fool. Man and beast find ways to 
outsmart each other and when 
they can’t kill each other, they 
join forces. Here, a fresh set of  
villains, Prakash Raj and Sonu 
Sood, named Karan-Arjun (there 
are many stereotypes), are intro-
duced. They, too, are eyeing the 
same pile of  wealth. So now, 

Akhil and Entertainment have to 
get the better of  the baddies.

Debutant directors Sajid-
Farhad, who have the dubious dis-
tinction of  having written very 
successful Bollywood no-brainers 
like the Golmaal series, Dhamaal,
and Housefull 2, and who have sal-
vaged themselves to a degree by 
writing the Singham films, could 
have salvaged their first directo-
rial venture by keeping it tight, 
despite the stereotypes.  

However, because the jokes are 
repetitive by nature, the LOL (laugh-
out-loud) moments are few and far 
between. The dialogue, which uses 
Bollywood actor-director names 
like, “I so Rajini-can’t”, does get guf-

faws. But for the most part, the hu-
mour is for the child in you.

Akshay Kumar is in top form. 
Having done a multitude of  ma-
sala movies, he’s become a khi-
ladi. His bonding with the dog 
(especially in comic scenes) has 
those ‘oh-so-cute’ moments. The 
golden retriever is not a wonder-
ful actor; but his eyes can melt 
your heart.

   — Meena Iyer

The Hundred-Foot Journey 
(Drama) ★★★
Cast: Om Puri, Helen Mirren, 
Manish Dayal, Charlotte Le Bon, 
Juhi Chawla
Direction: Lasse Hallstrom
Duration:  2 hours 2 minutes
Language: English (U)
58888 code: hun

■ Hassan’s family starts a desi joint 
in a French village—opposite a Mi-
chelin-starred restaurant. What 
happens when rival Madame Mal-
lory discovers Hassan’s talent?   

So, The Hundred-Foot Journey
is an interesting dish—it’s 

about food but actually, it’s not. 
It’s about relationships, loss and 
the fulfilment a great meal—and 
a new bond—brings. After losing 
his wife (Juhi Chawla, wasted in 
a blink-brief  role consisting of  
stirring pots while mouthing 
cringe-inducing clichés like, 

“Sea urchins taste of  life”) in a 
Mumbai riot, restaurateur 
Kadam (Puri) and his five chil-
dren, including gifted Hassan 
(Dayal), relocate and start a 
desi eatery in a French village-
opposite haughty Madame 
Mallory’s (Mirren) Michelin-
starred restaurant.

As the two restaurateurs 
declare war via vegetables and 
fish, Hassan learns French 
cooking and kissing with Ma-
dame’s sous chef, pretty Mar-
guerite (Le Bon). But what hap-
pens when Madame discovers 
Hassan’s genius can help her 
win another Michelin star? 
And once Hassan begins his 
hundred-foot journey towards 

French cuisine, can he come 
home to Maison Mumbai?

Despite its clichés (“You cook 
to make ghosts”), this is a poi-
gnant, pretty film. Its prettiness 
is a drawback though as shots of  
sweetly charming French rural 
life, cobblestoned streets, cheery 
farmers’ markets, forest-green 
lanes, et al take over. Sinking 
pleasurably into its own charms, 
the movie hesitates to bite deep 
into stronger flavours—but when 
it does, it’s a delight. The chemis-
try between ace actors Puri and 

Mirren crackles like tadka—and 
when they dance, their loneliness 
mingles, like caramel, like sugar 
stirred into tea.

Dayal too cuts an endearing 
figure as talented Hassan, turn-
ing into hot property via “May-
dam”, one coriander omelette at 
a time. His romance with Le Bon 
could’ve had more steam—but 
there’s one scene of  jagged jeal-
ousy, where Marguerite resents 
Hassan’s success, that stands 
out. Similarly, Madame’s head 
chef  Jean, who smoulders with 
resentful racism, brings a dash 
of  bitter reality to this picture-
postcard land.

But such reality-bites are fleet-
ing here. This is a food fairytale 
which prefers the sweet to the tart, 
cream to the karelas of  life.

Yet, it takes all those tastes to 
create a great dish.

This one’s a nice one.
—Srijana Mitra Das

Into the Storm (Action/
Thriller) ★★★
Cast: Richard Armitage, Sarah 
Wayne Callies, Matt Walsh, 
Alycia Debnam Carey, Nathan 
Kress, Max Deacon
Direction: Steven Quale
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
Language: English (U/A)
58888 code: int

■ Towering tornadoes take centre 
stage here as they cut through 
small towns in America like a hot 
knife through butter. A group of  
storm chasers and a few add-ons 
try to document the destruction.

Pete Moore (Walsh) is obsessed 
with tornadoes and will take 

great risks to get the perfect shot. In 
fact, it wouldn’t be too far from the 
truth to call him way beyond eccen-
tric. With him is a meteorologist 
single mom Allison (Callies), who 
keeps in touch with her young 
daughter using video chat, when 
not chasing storms. The biggest 
name in the cast is Armitage, (last 
seen in the Hobbit films). Here, he 
plays Gary, Silverton High School’s 
vice-principal in the town where 
the action unfolds. His two es-
tranged sons Trey (Kress) and Don-
nie (Deacon) have yet to come to 
terms with the passing of  their 
mother who died two years ago. 
And so, the movie is essentially 
about running away from torna-
does, running towards them or tak-
ing shelter from tornadoes.

The few tender moments in the 
film are plain awkward and the non-
descript cast is forgettable, except 
for Armitage, who puts in a decent 
show. But the camera work is pretty 
nifty and a few cautious asides are 
thrown referring to the climate 
change/global warming angle. How-
ever, you’re not going to watch this 
for hidden references and double 
meanings. Special effects drive the 
film throughout and it doesn’t drag.

We’ve seen disaster films involv-
ing extraterrestrials, tsunamis and 
various other natural (destructive) 
phenomena in recent times. So, it’s 
only fitting that we get a film that 
shows us the kind of  devastation 

thundering tornadoes can wreak. 
While Twister (1996) was the last film 
of  note to deal with this subject, Into 
the Storm utilises today’s entire pal-
ette of  VFX wizardry as well as 
plenty of  first person point of  view 
shots to convey the same thrills, on 
a far more grandiose scale.

So, if  you get your jollies watch-
ing houses, cars and even a bunch 
of  passenger planes flung into the 
air like toys, you might like this.  

— Reagan Gavin Rasquinha 
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Mumbai: A public interest liti-
gation has been filed in the
Bombay high court urging the
scrapping of the “archaic” li-
quor permit system in Maha-
rashtra that has engendered
widespread violations.

A division bench of Justic-
es P V Hardas and Anuja Prab-
hudessai on Friday heard a pet-
ition by activist Ketan
Tirodkar against the system
that has caused “100% viola-
tions due to document fabrica-
tion, impersonation and brib-
ery”. As per the
system—existing only in Mah-
arashtra—a permit is required
for the purchase, possession
and consumption of alcohol.
The PIL asks the court for crim-
inal proceedings against hote-
liers and vendors who “fabri-
cate permits with the collusion
of excise officials to meet the il-
logical and archaic” rules un-
der the Bombay Prohibition of
Foreign Liquor Act, 1949.

Calling the rules “superflu-
ous”, Tirodkar argued, “They

were okay in 1947. Anybody
can buy and drink now.” The
PIL explains that a vendor is re-
quired to record every buyer’s
permit details before handing
over alcohol, but “no-one fol-
lows this”. Vendors and restau-
rants, it says, have hundreds of
permit numbers that belong to
their employees or regulars

wholesale in different names
from the excise department;
“the actual consumers pur-
chasing or consuming liquor-
…do not know in whose name
they have done so. More impor-
tantly, 90% of these consumers
do not possess permits.”

It adds that innovative re-
forms were suggested by state
excise commissioner Sanjay
Mukherjee for doing away with
the illogical restrictions. “But
the lobby of excise officers
…prevented their implementa-
tion. The portfolio of prohib-
ition minister is considered
more lucrative than urban de-
velopment and housing,” it
says, adding that the illogical
rules bring the department
crores in revenue.

Urging the court to direct
the scrapping of the permit
system, the petition said, “It is
high time the honourable judi-
ciary should intervene to bring
about reforms.” While the state
sought four weeks to reply, the
judges allowed Tirodkar to
amend his petition to elaborate
the sections he wants scrapped.

and which they record in their
register when they sell alcohol.
“All hotels and restaurants in
Maharashtra, including seven-
and five-star establishments,
allow consumption of liquor to
anyone who is willing to pay,
permit or no permit,” it states.

The PIL says that establish-
ments get permits prepared

PIL urges scrapping of ‘archaic’ &
‘superfluous’ liquor permit system

BOOZY RULES
Regular 
Permit For 
Indian Liquor
Yearly

`100
Lifetime

`1,300

Allowances
➤ A regular permit holder 
can, at any time, stock 
12 units of foreign alcohol 
at home. A unit means 
750ml of any hard liquor, 
wine or beer
➤ The holder can 
purchase two bottles of 
750ml of hard liquor in 
a week. At a time, the 
holder can buy not more 
than one 750ml bottle of 
hard liquor, two bottles 
of 750ml each of wine, or 
four bottles of beer not 
exceeding 2,600ml. 
For Indian brands, the 
quantity is similar

Other Permits
➤ Interim permit (lasts a day) 
➤ Emergency ➤ Special permit for 
diplomats ➤ Visitors to Maharashtra  
➤ Tourist permit for foreigners

A person holding more 
than 12 units of liquor 
can be prosecuted

Penalty

Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A day after the purs-
es of two women passengers
were stolen on Rajdhani Ex-
press while they were journey-
ing from Delhi to Mumbai, it
was the turn of the wife of CR
general manager. Priti Sood
found her purse missing dur-
ing her trip on the train from
Mumbai to Delhi on Friday.

Priti, the wife Central Rail-
way GM S K Sood, filed a com-
plaint with the government
railway police in New Delhi
along with another theft vic-
tim, Gujarat-based advocate
Deepika Chaddha. They were
targeted on Friday in coach
A-3. It was in A-3 too that
thieves had struck on Thurs-
day morning. RPF sources that
Friday’s was the fourth such
case in coach A-3 of Rajdhani
Express in a year.

Priti boarded the Rajdhani
from Mumbai Central around
4.40pm on Thursday. She fell
asleep around 9.30pm after
placing her purse behind her.
Around 4.30am on Friday,
when the train was near Kota,
Priti woke up to find the purse
missing. As she alerted her co-
passengers, one of them,
Chaddha, realized her purse
was gone too. In Chaddha’s bag
was Rs 50,000 cash, locker keys
and a gold mangalsutra.

Anand Vijay Jha, senior di-
visional security commission-

er of RPF (WR-Mumbai divi-
sion) said, “We made enquiries
with passengers and staffers,
but the culprit could not be
traced.” Jha was in the same
coach; he was travelling to Del-
hi for a meeting. Jha conducted
asearch in the coach and traced
the two purses in a garbage bin
near the lavatory. While Priti’s
purse was empty, the thieves
had left behind Chadda’s mo-
bile phone. At Delhi, Jha
helped Priti and Chaddha reg-
ister a complaint with the GRP.
The case was later transferred
to Kota, where the two women

checker and attendant. They
said they found the train super-
intendent, Sunilkumar Pari-
har, drunk. 

Parihar was arrested by the
RPF on Friday and produced
before a railway court, which
remanded him in judicial cus-
tody. The two women alleged
that the station master at Mum-
bai Central had showed no in-
terest in acting against Parihar
on Thursday. A railway offi-
cials said there are no RPF es-
corts on Rajdhani due to the
presence of attendants and oth-
er railway staffers.

had realized the thefts.
A senior railway official

said, “We suspect a gang of
thieves may be operating be-
tween Kota and Nagda stations.
We cannot rule out the involve-
ment of pantry car operators
or housekeeping staff either.”

The alacrity with which the
authorities reacted on Friday
was at stark variance with
their response to the ordeal of
the two women targeted on
Thursday. After Satya Rajmo-
han and Neeta Bokaria real-
ized their purses were missing,
they went looking for the ticket

STARK DIFFERENCE IN OFFICIAL RESPONSE

On Aug 8 | Priti Sood 
(wife of Central Railway 
general manager); 
Deepika Chaddha 
(Gujarat-based advocate)

On Aug 7 | Satya 
Rajmohan (pilot); Neeta 
Bokaria (housewife)

On Aug 8 | Sood was travelling 
by the Mum-Delhi Rajdhani 
Express. When she awoke at 
4.30am, her purse containing 
gold bangles and Rs 8,000 cash 
was missing. The train had 
reached Kota. As she raised an 
alarm, another passenger, 
Chaddha, realized her purse was 

missing too. The bags were 
found near the restroom: Sood’s 
was empty and Chaddha’s only 
had her mobile in it. An FIR was 
registered with New Delhi GRP

Response | RPF personnel, 
travelling for a meeting in Delhi, 
queried co-passengers and train 
staff. A dog squad was called as 
the train reached Delhi

On Aug 7 | Rajmohan and 
Bokaria found their purses 
missing while travelling from 
Delhi to Mumbai on Rajdhani
Response | No RPF men were 
present. Train superintendent 
Sunil Parihar was found drunk. 
At Mumbai Central, the station 
master had no interest in acting 
against the superintendent

THEFT VICTIMS

INCIDENTS & RESPONSES

HELPLINES

RPF (CR) 
1275/
022-22610194;

RPF (WR) 
1322;

GRP  
98333-31111

For second day running, women’s
purses stolen on Rajdhani Express

Manthan K Mehta 
& Nitasha Natu | TNN

Mumbai: The Bombay high co-
urt on Friday rejected a bail plea
made by three persons convict-
ed for killing Ramnarayan Gup-
ta alias Lakhan Bhaiya in a fake
encounter in November 2006.

A bench of Justices P V Har-
das and Anuja Prabhu-Desai ac-
cepted the contentions of senior
counsel Vijay Pradhan, who
sought rejection of the bail ap-
plications made by Akhil Khan,
Hitesh Solanki and Vinayak
Shinde. All three are serving out
life terms. A Mumbai sessions
court had last July awarded life
sentence to 21 people, including
13 Mumbai police personnel,
convicted for killing Lakhan
Bhaiya. The police probe began
only when pursuant to high
court orders, R V Gupta’s com-
plaint was registered in 2009. 

Fake encounter:
HC rejects bail

plea of convicts
Swati.Deshpande@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Bombay HC on
Friday transferred to the CBI
the probe into the Pune Express-
way land acquisition scam, in
which IRB honchos are accused.
The motive for the murder of
RTI activist Satish Shetty four
years ago lies in the land scam
which he had unearthed, CBI
counsel H S Vengaonkar said. 

“The motive was the land sc-
am complaints registered by Sh-
etty against prominent persons,
including IRB chairperson and
MD.” Vengaonkar said “despite
complaints by Shetty of threat
to his life, the state ignored the
matter and granted him no pro-
tection”. The case was later
closed by the police and the ma-
gistrate too passed an ex-parte
order, accepting the closure. TNN

CBI to probe Pune
Expressway land
acquisition scam 

Pics: Sanjay Hadkar

The victims’ neighbours and relatives alleged Shaikh
would stalk her everyday after reaching the Vikhroli egg
shop where he was employed. He has been booked under 
Indian Penal Code’s section 302 (murder). He will be
produced before court on Saturday. Investigators 
said they are trying to find out whether the accused 
has any previous criminal cases against him

Mumbai: The easing of mon-
soon in the last few days has also
slowed down the inflow into the
six lakes that supply water to
the city. There was not much
rainfall in the catchment areas
in the past 24 hours.

The city needs 13 lakh mil-
lion litres of water to last the en-
tire year, but on Sunday, the
BMC’s reservoirs had just
about 17% in stock—2.14 lakh
million litres. On July 20, 2013,
the lakes stocked 9.82 lakh mil-
lion litres. If rainfall continues
at the present levels, the BMC
could prolong the water cuts.
But the weather department
says the rains are just returning
to normal from the very heavy
showers witnessed last week.

Upper Vaitarna recorded
the highest rainfall in the last 24
hours at 24mm, Tansa 11.8mm,
Vihar 11.2mm, Middle Vaitarna
4.2mm, Tulsi 6mm, Modak Sa-
gar 12.6mm, and Bhatsa 20mm.

On Sunday, Colaba received
only 0.2mm rainfall, while San-
ta Cruz recorded 2.7mm. “The
numbers may be less, but we
can’t call it a dry spell. The rain-
fall we have witnessed in the pa-
st 15 days was extraordinary. It
can be said that monsoon is co-
ming back to its normal patte-
rn,” said K S Hosalikar, deputy
director, weather department.
The total rainfall has already
crossed 1,000mm, which Hosali-

kar said is an indicator that the
city is getting adequate rain.

The weather department
has predicted occasional spells
of rain in the city and suburbs
over the next 24 hours, and
heavy to very heavy rainfall in
the rest of the state. Though the
civic water department has set
in motion the process for cloud
seeding over Tansa and Modak
Sagar, the officials are hopeful
of enough natural rainfall.

Rains skip lakes but Met says
monsoon returning to normal

Mumbai: The Sewri police
custodial death case has tak-
en a new twist. Investigations
have brought to light an appli-
cation purportedly submit-
ted by the victim’s father to
the police station, in which he
claims that his son died of
heart attack. IPS officers now
believe that an inspector, who
was investigating the case in
its early stages, doctored his
findings and called the death
custodial to implicate a sub-
inspector. So, a fresh probe,
the seventh, has been or-
dered, into whether the death
of Mohammed Ali Sayyed
(23) five years ago was custo-
dial or not.

On October 16, 2009, Say-
yed’s body was found near a
peepal tree next to Kasara
Gate, Sewri, around 6pm. The
investigating officer, sub-in-
spector Prashant Mane, said
in his report that Sayyed was
bleeding from the ears, nose

and mouth and it was a case
of road accident. In a revised
report, an inspector, Ubale,
said that Sayyed was brought
to the police station for ques-
tioning and tortured to death
and the body was dumped in a
street to show the death as ac-
cidental. Sayyed (23) had
been summoned to the police
station on an oral complaint

by his uncle that he had stolen
money. 

Another police report
said the deceased was cremat-
ed as per Hindu rites at Shiv-
aji Park in November 2009.
Yet another said that though
he was cremated, the de-
ceased was Muslim. IPS offi-
cers suspect that Ubale, who
brought the custodial death
theory to light, did so to impli-
cate Mane.

Additional commissioner
of police (south region)
Krishna Prakash says the
fresh probe has been as-
signed to an assistant com-
missioner of police. “A most
surprising thing is (Sayyed’s
father’s application, in which
he also claimed that his son)
was buried in a cemetery for
Muslims on October 18, 2009.
He also produced the death
certificate, from JJ Hospital,
in which the cause of death
has been mentioned as heart
attack,” said Prakash.
“There is suspicion that an
investigating officer did
some mischief in his report.”

It is still not clear whose
body was found on the road.
Sayyed’s father’s application
too has raised questions. For
instance, if Sayyed was sum-
moned for questioning to the
police station and released,
why did his father feel the
need to submit a death certifi-
cate to the police?

A report submitted by a
DCP last week supported the
custodial death theory. Since
so many probes have already
been conducted into the case,
senior officers decided not to
enter a blame game; instead,
they instituted yet another
inquiry, said a source.

Yet Another
Inquiry Into
Sewri Case

Custody death: Did cop
try to implicate junior?

Mateen.Hafeez@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Investigations into
the death of a youth passed off
as accidental by Sewri police
five years ago have again revea-
led the sinister side of Mumbai
cops. Prima facie, the probe fo-
und an elaborate cover-up for a
custodial death case and is like-
ly to charge at least six officers.

After long delays at the Se-
wri police station, the latest
probe report on the case has
been submitted to top Mumbai
police officials recently.

The probe report says Mo-

yed died during torture in ille-
gal custody. His body was du-
mped on the road and passed off

Custody death: Probe
bares web of cops’ lies

ANavi Mumbai constable
has been arrested for

abducting a young woman
architect from Seawoods while
she was returning from the
railway station and forcibly
extorting Rs 10,000 by using
her ATM card at a local kiosk 
in Seawoods. P 4

Constable abducts
architect, arrested

Mateen.Hafeez@timesgroup.com

TOI’s report on July 17

Mumbai: British-era build-
ings, with their high ceilings
and massive rooms are
known to consume huge
quantities of power. The 150-
year-old Raj Bhavan on Mala-
bar Hill was no exception. But
in an example for far humbler
abodes in the city, it has adopt-
ed a series of green measures,
reducing its power bill by Rs
14 lakh during the 2013-14 fi-
nancial year.

The feat has won the 48-
acre compound an award by
the recently concluded na-
tional green energy cam-
paign instituted by the Maha-
rashtra Energy Develop-
ment Agency (MEDA).

The compound, which, be-
sides the governor’s official
residence, comprises guest
houses and over 200 staff
quarters, saved 1.35 lakh
units of power in the last fis-
cal over the previous one by
using only energy-efficient
appliances and devices, and
solar-energy panels. Raj Bha-
van invested over Rs 78 lakh
on the green project, and is ex-
pected to recover the cost in
six years.

Power experts say the pro-

ject can be replicated by hous-
ing societies and townships to
reduce power consumption.

“The project was started
in 2012-13, resulting in a sav-

sions of appliances like water
heaters, ceiling fans and ACs,
use of energy-efficient eleva-
tors and generation of solar
power.”

troller of the governor’s
households. “The measures
included the use of only LED
lighting, even for street lights,
five-star (power-saving) ver-

ing of Rs 8 lakh on Raj Bha-
van’s power bill. We hope to
take the current financial
year’s saving to Rs 16 lakh,”
said Vasant Salunkhe, comp-

Raj Bhavan cuts power bill by `̀14L,
sets example for housing societies

POWER CONSERVATION PROJECT RAJ BHAVAN
Spread over 

48 acres

Has built up area 
of around 6 acres

Besides 
governor’s house, 
has guest houses, 
including for 
President and 
Prime Minister, 
and 200 staff 
quarters

1,100 people 
(272 families) live 
in the compound

MONEY | `14 lakh in the 2013-14 
financial year, which saw a reduction in 

consumption of 1.35 lakh units 

In 2012-13:
 Bill on lighting 

dropped from `27 
lakh to `24 lakh

 On water pumping 

from `18 lakh to 
`12 lakh

 On air conditioning 
from `10 lakh to 
`8 lakh

POWER | Specific 
energy consumption 
on lighting has 
dropped to 23%

 Power consumption of 
ACs has dropped to 26%

 Wattage of gadgets 
has come down from 
7,500 to 4,500

 All water heaters 
replaced with five-
star or solar-
powered heaters

 All air-
conditioners replaced 

with five-star models

 Energy-efficient 
water cooling 
system installed in 

place of old cooling 
plants

BEGAN IN 2011-12
LIGHTS AND FANS

200 CFL lights 
replaced with 
LED bulbs 

300 tube lights 
replaced with LED 
equivalents, 

conventional chokes 
replaced with 

electronic ones

200 outmoded 
ceiling fans 

replaced with five-
star fans

HEATERS AND COOLERS

 88 solar panels 
of 230-watt 
capacity 
generate 60 units 
of power daily

Power generated is 
stored in batteries

 System has 10 
kilowatt solar 

photovoltaic plates

SOLAR POWER

LIFTS                   Energy-efficient elevators 
have taken the place of old lifts

SAVINGS

AWARENESS DRIVE | Awareness is being created 
among staff members and their families on the 
efficient use of appliances and gadgets

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

DECKING UP FOR FESTIVITIES
Aditya Dhiwar

FINAL TOUCHES: Artisans across the city are busy preparing idols ahead of Ganeshotsav 

Mumbai: In its effort to stream-
line hawking in the city, the civ-
ic body has started a drive to reg-
ister all vendors and also plans
to demarcate special zones for
them. If the BMC’s plan takes
off, a 100-metre area outside ev-
ery railway stations will be fre-
ed of hawkers in four months.

As part of its hawking zone
policy, the BMC launched its
biometric registration progr-
amme on July 18 and by till Au-
gust-end, it is supposed to regis-
ter all the 3.12 lakh hawkers in
the city. The civic administra-
tion hopes the biometric system
would regulate, curb and con-
trol the number of hawkers.

Deputy municipal commis-
sioner Anand Wagralkar, who
is in charge of the hawkers reg-

ulating system, said, “Teams
have been set up for every ward
in such a way that each group
will register about 500 hawkers
in four days.” According to Wa-
gralkar, after registration, the
personnel will make a data base
with every hawker’s name, pho-
to and biometric details that
will include the vendor’s finger-
print and iris impression. “The
vendors will be given ID cards,
which will contain their person-
al details and the hawking zones
allotted to them,” he said. The
allotment of a new hawking sp-
ace will depend on the vendors’
experience. For instance, if a ha-
wker can produce old records of
fine receipts from the BMC and
the police, he will get preferent-
ial spots. BMC officials can cro-

ss-check the hawkers’ cards and
the details in their data base to
weed out unauthorized vendo-
rs. Anyone in unassigned areas
will be considered illegal. 

The civic body also plans to
earmark hawking and non-ha-
wking zones in the city to en-
sure that most roads and pave-
ments are not encroached upon. 

ALM members, who accom-
panied the authorities in the dr-

ive, welcomed the exercise. Un-
ion Park Residents’ Association
secretary Bharati Kakkad said,
“One can call this a census for
hawkers under which they will
be allocated space. Only those
who are registered will be allo-
wed to do business.” Anandini
Thakoor, chairperson of H West
Federation, said, “Since a photo
is being taken, illegal sellers can
be rooted out.” 

Biometric listing of
vendors to weed

out illegal hawkers 

➤ The registration drive will 
continue till end of August

➤ The photo of a hawker will 
be taken and his personal 
data as well as biometric 
details, comprising fingerprint 
and iris impression, will be 
registered. Besides storing 
the facts in the BMC’s data 
base, the authorities will issue 
ID cards to the vendors, 
allotting their hawking space

➤ Hawking and no-hawking 
zones will be earmarked 
in the city

SELLING POINTS

HAWK  
EYE

Sujit Mahamulkar 
& Richa Pinto| TNN

Mumbai: In a relief for Cola-
ba’s Leopold Café and many
other eateries, the Bombay
high court has restrained a
copyright administrator
from issuing in its name pub-
lic performance licences to
play music, saying it can act
only as an agent of the copy-
right owner.

Novex Communications
Pvt Ltd manages copyrights
for Yashraj Films, Shemaroo
Entertainment and UTV
Software Communications.
Leopold had moved the HC
after Novex demanded sepa-
rate licence fees for telecast-
ing World Cup soccer match-
es. Novex thereafter
undertook not to represent,
unless authorized, owners of
the channel which telecast
the matches.

Leopold also challenged
Novex’s right to demand that
it obtain a public perform-
ance licence (PPL) from it to
play music, saying Novex

was not a registered copy-
right society under the Copy-
right Act to issue licences. 

Leopold said it had ob-
tained a PPL from the Phono-
graphic Performance Ltd, a
registered society, for sound-
tracks.

Leopold’s advocates Vi-
rendra Tulzapurkar and Ra-
mesh Soni showed docu-

ments on July 17 to prove that
Novex had sought a PPL to be
obtained. Novex’s advocate J
J Bhatt submitted sample li-
cences, saying that in every
case it acted as an agent and
disclosed names of copy-
right-holders. But Justice Pa-
tel said these licences did not
indicate that Novex was
functioning as an agent “but
has been acquired from No-
vex”. Further, that several
documents indicated that
Novex had throughout de-
manded from hotels and res-
taurants that licences be ob-
tained from it directly. “It has
invoiced parties in its name.
Licences are issued in its
name,’’ noted Justice Patel.

He restrained Novex,
pending hearing and final
disposal of the suit, from de-
manding that Leopold obtain
a licence to play music from
it in its name or taking coer-
cive action. But he clarified
that the injunction would not
prevent Novex “from acting
as an authorized agent of
any copyright holder”.

HC relief for eateries on
licence to play music

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesgroup.com

File photo

Leopold had challenged the
right of Novex to demand that it
obtain a licence from it

Mumbai: It is a case that un-
derscores legal perils that
shadow consensual sex be-
tween teenagers. A Borivli
girl had filed a rape case
against her boyfriend of
years when she felt cheated
by him. Now married, the
couple is trying to get the case
quashed. A bench of Justices
V M Kanade and P D Kode a
few days ago expressed con-
cern at the young couple’s
fate and said it wished to look
at the larger picture instead
of only quashing the plea. 

The judges appeared in-
creasingly incredulous as the
boy’s lawyer recounted the
facts of the case. The Bombay
high court last month grant-
ed the young man anticipato-
ry bail, which was earlier de-
nied by a sessions court

The girl and boy, neigh-
bours in Borivli, were seeing
each other for six years. Her
father is a businessman and
his father a railway employ-
ee. The couple had sexual re-
lations in 2012, but this year
the relationship soured.

The girl (now 18) com-
plained to her father that he
was borrowing money from
her—she sold some of her
mother’s jewellery—and
spending it on other girls.
The girl and her father, along
with a social worker, filed a
police complaint against the
boy on May 15. It said the boy
had sex with her after prom-

ising marriage—a statement
that, as always, prompted the
police to invoke the rape
charge on the notion that it
amounted to ‘technical rape’.
The FIR also accused the boy
of cheating and criminal
breach of trust.

But a week later, the Guja-
rati girl married the Maha-
rashtrian boy, saying she was
still in love with him. Their
parents did not stop the wed-
ding but disowned them. A
sessions court rejected the
young man’s pre-arrest bail
plea, though the HC granted

him anticipatory bail on
June 13 on a personal bond of
Rs 1,000. The HC said the girl
was “not interested in pursu-
ing the criminal case as she is
happy with him”.

The girl is now living with
her husband’s married sister
in a city near Mumbai, while
he has returned to the hostel
of the Jalgaon engineering
college where he studies.

The young couple realised
that a rape charge is not easy
to shake off. It cannot be set-
tled out-of-court, with or

without the court’s consent.
Nor can the courts quash it at
their urging.

The young man’s lawyer,
Niranjan Mundargi, has
knocked on the HC’s door for
justice, relying on a land-
mark 2012 Supreme Court
ruling. The SC judgment says
that an HC can put an end to
even a rape case if there is a
compromise and a trial is
likely to only be oppressive
for the accused and end in an
acquittal.

Mundargi told the court
last Wednesday, “It was clear-
ly consensual and there is no
case of rape here. Other
charges of cheating now
stand resolved with their
marriage and are in any case
compoundable”. When Mun-
dargi said he had “inter-
viewed the girl and the boy,
and…”, Justice Kanade com-
pleted the sentence, warmly
saying, “…and found that the
girl is stupid.” The girl and
boy were in court, appearing
the college students they are.
The judges said they wanted
to see if a solution could be re-
ached where the parents
could be made to accept their
marriage.

“The parents are not on
talking terms with the two,
who are barely adults. She is
not yet 19 and he is 21. Let us
call her father, so that her fu-
ture can be secured and to see
if the matter can be resolved
amicably,” the bench said. 

It posted the matter to Au-
gust 13.

Young couple finds it tough
to shake off rape charge

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: With the number
of students at the IITs in-
creasing, the institute at Po-
wai has added two new hos-
tels to ease the scramble for
accommodation on the cam-
pus. Even as the new session
begins on Monday, many 
of the freshers converged 
on the campus on Sunday,
taking a look at their 
new hostel rooms, which will
be their home for the next
few years. 

While earlier, only 6,500
youngsters could be offered
hostel, this year, the facility
could be extended to around
8,000 out of the total 9,000 stu-
dents. After the OBC quota
rule was implemented, the

student strength on the Po-
wai campus went up from
around 5,000 to 9,000, which
in turn, led to the peoblem of
paucity of rooms in hostels.
Students who did not get a
hostel would be put up at fac-
ulty quarters and other plac-
es. The new structures, 
officials hope, would solve
the problem.

The hostels, numbered 15
and 16, will be used by first-
year undergraduate and
post-graduate students from
this session that will begin
today. At 10 storey, the new
hostels are the tallest and the
largest ones on the campus,
with each structure having a
capacity to accommodate
1,044 students; one room will
be shared by two students.

capacity will increase to
8,500. Besides, two new hos-
tels are in the pipeline. While
one of them will be meant for
senior students on single-oc-
cupancy basis, the other one,
with a capacity of 400, will
have small one-bedroom
flats for married PhD stu-

dents. These two would be
ready in the next two years,
said dean of students’ affairs
U A Yajnik.

A student, who was as-
signed a room in hostel 16,
claimed the institute was yet
to provide them with all the
furniture. But another youth
who has got a room in hostel
15 said, “We have a study ta-
ble, a cupboard and a bed.
But some of my friends in
hostel 16 have only a bed 
for now. Most of them could
not unpack their bags,” said
the student.

This year will also offer
students a course in entre-
preneurship along with th-
eir main programme. “The
course will be voluntary and
it will foster entrepreneur-
ship skills among the youth.
It will help interested young-
sters start their own ven-
ture,” said Yajnik.

While hostel 15 was com-
pleted in December, only two
wings of hostel 16 are ready
for freshers now. In July last
year, the capacity of the ex-
isting 14 hostels was 6,500
and now, it has increased to
8,000; once all the wings are
completed in hostel 16, the

IIT adds 2 new hostels, solves accommodation woes
Capacity Of The Facility Increases
From 6,500 To Over 8,000 Students

CAMPUS COUNT Students 
on campus

9,000
Students 
in hostels 
this July

8,000

Students in 
hostels last July

6,500
Capacity of each 
of the two new 

hostels

1,044
2Hostels under construction/

at planning stage

➤ Two new hostels with a 
capacity of 1,044 students each
➤ InstiMap, an app launched 
for new students to guide 

them through the sprawling 
550-acre campus
➤ A gymkhana with facilities 
including sheltered volley ball 
and basket ball courts

NEW INITIATIVES

Yogita.Rao@timesgroup.com

Available on select Android (version 2.2 and 
above), iOS (version 4.3 and above), BB (version 
5.0 and above), Symbian (version S60 and 
above), Windows (version 7.5 and above)

HOW TO DOWNLOAD 
AND USE ALIVE APP
PAGES

Open the Alive app on your phone and scan this picture by 
focusing your phone’s camera on it. For android, iOS and windows, 
tap on the screen to capture the image and hold the phone still over the 
image. On BB and Symbian, go to options and capture the image.

STEP 2 Watch the 
photo come Alive. 
View it and share 
it with friends.

STEP 3Get the free Alive App: 
Give a missed call to 
18001023324 or visit 

alivear.com from your mobile phone
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Only 17% Stock
In Reservoirs 

Sujit Mahamulkar & 
Sumitra Deb Roy| TNN

Modak
Sagar

Tansa

Vihar

Tulsi

Upper
Vaitarna

Bhatsa

Full 
supply
level

Lowest 
drawable 
level

Level on 
Sunday

 Water in the lakes 
on July 14, 2014: 2.14 
lakh million litres

   Water in the lakes 
on July 14, 2013: 9.82
lakh million litres

 Current water 
stocks are enough 
for about 60 days
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111The Tungareshwar waterfall comes alive  

LAKE LEVELS 
(IN METRES)

Sonal D'Cunha 

A Borivli girl had filed a rape
case against her boyfriend
of years when she felt
cheated by him. Now 
married, the couple is trying
to get the case quashed. The
high court has decided to
call her father to resolve the
matter amicably
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Mumbai: After the Mumbai po-lice asked former city policecommissioner and BJP Lok Sab-ha MP from Baghpat in UttarPradesh Satyapal Singh to va-cate his official bungalow inBandra, Singh on Friday wroteto home minister R R Patil re-questing that he be allowed to re-tain the quarters for six moremonths as his children werestudying in Mumbai.Singh owns a flat in a hous-ing society in Andheri.An IPS officer of the 1980batch, Singh quit the Indian Po-lice Service on January 31,joined the BJP and successfullycontested the Lok Sabha elec-tions from Baghpat againsthigh-profile politician AjitSingh. As per rules, he was entit-led to retain the quarters forthree months after retirementand for a further three monthson payment of market rent.A senior bureaucrat saidSingh was expected to vacate thequarters by July 31, but as he didnot, the Mumbai police on Au-gust 1 asked him to vacate with-in a week. “If he does not do so,we will have to initiate evictionproceedings,” he said.The bureaucrat said Singh,in his letter to the home minis-ter, had urged him to grant himan extension until January 31,2015 on the grounds that his chil-dren were studying in the city.“Patil has forwarded the letter tothe Mumbai police chief andasked him to examine it. Thereis no stay on the ongoing pro-ceedings. If the Mumbai CP saysit will not be possible to grantany extension, it will be for the

home minister to take a final de-cision. We don’t think Patil willoblige the former city policechief,” the bureaucrat said.Singh said he was yet to re-ceive the police notice. “So far, Ihave not received the notice,” hetold TOI via SMS. 
Singh’s predecessor as citypolice chief, Arup Patnaik, hadwritten a strongly-worded letterto the state saying it should re-cover rent at market rate fromIPS officers who had not vacatedtheir quarters despite havingbeen shunted out of Mumbai.The list then included Singh.

Singh was DCP when allotted the quarters in 1994
Though later shifted to Nagpur and Pune, he never vacated the quarters

He quit his job on Jan 31, '14Singh was entitled to retain quarters for 3 months after retiring  and 3 more months on payment of market rent 
Bungalow should have been vacated by July 31

Notice issued on Aug 1 to vacate quarters and pay dues of Rs 8.2 lakh
Singh owns a flat in Andheri, which has been rented out

HOUSE THAT

Ex-top cop asks
for 6 months 
to move out

Prafulla.Marpakwar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: For the sixth yearrunning, the Mhada housinglottery of 2014 has thrown uprepeat winners. A “glitch” inthe lottery software has seen atleast 25 people win two flatseach, while one defence familyhas earned a rare bonanza withfive apartments
Interestingly, since the ShivSena’s warning to allot moreflats to Maharashtrians, the“lottery” has been throwing upnearly 80%-90% Marathi-speaking winners.

The June 25 lottery for 2,600-odd houses brought defencepersonnel, Guleshwar Shah, arare stroke of luck. There isone flat each for every one inthe family. Three of its women-—Saroj, Priya and Pooja—havewon flats in Mankhurd, Pra-tiksha Nagar in Sion and Shai-lendra Nagar in Dahisar, all inthe category reserved for de-fence personnel. Two of theseare on the lower floors whileone offers a view of the neigh-bourhood from the 19th-storey.A fourth woman, KarishmaGuleshwar Shah, has won twohouses, one in Vinoba Bhave

Nagar, Kurla, the other in VirarBolinj under the defence cate-gory. The Virar flat was won inthe Konkan lottery this year.In their Dahisar highrise,the Shahs will have Rekha Pa-war for a neighbour. Pawarshares their good fortune, hav-ing won another flat in Kolhe-kalyan, Santa Cruz, under thedefence category.
The privileged segment ofMPs, MLAs and MLCs also seesa repeat winner in Shanta Ko-techa, who has won a 22nd floorflat in Tunga, Powai, as well asan eight-storey apartment inSanta Cruz. In the physicallyhandicapped segment, Ran-babhau Jadhav is waitlisted fortwo flats, one in Magathane,Borivli, and one in Mankhurd.Freedom fighter KallappaShete bagged two houses in Ma-gathane and Mankhurd. Ex-serviceman Shahaji Mali iswaitlisted in both places and islikely to get lucky once the mul-tiple winners are weeded out.Freedom fighter Parvati Jad-hav won in Mankhurd and iswaitlisted in Magathane.Typically, Mhada says thatapplicants are welcome to putin as many forms as they like,which increases their chanceof multiple wins. Spokeswo-man Vaishali Wagh said, “Weare giving a chance to everybo-dy to apply and this method al-so eliminates brokers who en-rol fake applicants. We seektheir bank account numberand PAN card. Each family unitcomprising husband, wife andminor child will receive onlyone flat of their choice.” But in case the Guleshwarwomen are siblings with inde-pendent incomes, they can ho-ld on to their five flats. The ladyof the house, of course, is entit-led to hers separately.

Defence family
wins five flats in
Mhada lottery

Bella.Jaisinghani@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Police stations aswell as the social servicebranch (SSB) will no longerdisturb permit rooms and ho-tels before their official clo-sure time of 1.30am.To clear the confusion overthe closing time to serve li-quor in permit rooms and ho-tels, police commissioner Ra-kesh Maria has now asked allpolice stations as well the SSBto ensure they shut shop onlyby 1.30am.
Sources said that lastmonth, a few hoteliers metMaria and complained thatpolicemen were making casesat even 1.15am even thoughthe closing timing was 1.30am.Maria has now given instruc-tions to all police officers that

they should not bother hote-liers and bar owners till1.30am. “Despite clear ordersof the court as well the govern-ment, the policemen were ha-rassing us and even makingcases at 1am. Hence, we met

Maria and complained,” saidArvind Shetty, president of As-sociation of Hotels And Res-taurants (AHAR).
“Maria has rightly inter-vened and brought some re-lief,” said an bar owner.

Police ordered not to disturbbars till 1.30am closing timeTIMES NEWS NETWORK

The Mumbai police on Fridayissued the Maharashtragovernment’s Gazettenotification regarding theamended Maharashtra PoliceAct of 2014 which prohibits anykind of dance in eating housesand permit rooms. Sources saidthe new Act, which came intoexistence on June 14 this year,even prohibits any kind of dancein four and five-star hotels.“Earlier, four and five-star

hotels were exempted. Last year,the state lost its case in theSupreme Court to ban dancebars in the state. After its appealwas dismissed, the state decidedto bring a law banning dancebar,” said a senior police officer. The SC had has also pulled upthe state as to why they were dif-ferentiating between beer barsand four and five-star hotels,prompting the state governmentto bring in the law. TNN

Amended Act bans dance in star hotels

Each year since 2009, TOI hasreported how individuals andfamilies win several flats in theMhada lottery. Despite a changein lottery software and serviceprovider, the process still throwsup multiple wins and willcontinue to do so. In June 2012,the family of Saad Momin, whichlived in the BIT chawl at JacobCircle, won five houses. Thecouple was in their 20s but won inthe freedom fighter category.

Multiple win trend

Plea To Home Min To Retain Quarters
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Navi Mumbai: The political
irony of the Congress and NCP
members holding a massive
protest against their own gov-
ernment to stop the upcoming
toll plaza on the Sion-Panvel
Road was too hard to be missed
on a rain-swept Friday. Over
1,000 protesters sat down on the
main road between Kharghar
and Kamothe, completely
blocking traffic on both sides
for 90 minutes. The blockade
was cleared only after chief
minister Prithviraj Chavan
himself assured the protesters
that he will try to resolve the toll
issue on Saturday morning.

Congress MLA from Panvel,
Prashant Thakur, who has been
campaigning against the set-

ting up of the new toll booths at
Kamothe and Kharghar, told
the media: “I will take my resig-
nation letter along while meet-
ing the CM on Saturday, just in
case the toll problem is not re-
solved. It’s ridiculous to charge
toll, especially from locals who
regularly use the road.”

The protesters also prevent-
ed the police when they tried 
to detain their leader, MLA
Prashant Thakur, for causing a
traffic jam. 

Eventually, DCP (zone 2)
Sanjay Yenpure had to call up
the chief minister and he in
turn spoke to Thakur.

PWD executive engineer
(Kurla division) Ramesh Aga-
wane said, “The contractor con-
cerned of the two new toll pla-
zas will not stop the

construction work as the PWD
has not received any such notifi-
cation from the government.
Congress leaders are mainly de-
manding an exemption of toll
charges for vehicles bearing

Ajit Pawar had earlier suggest-
ed that no one should be charged
toll on the renovated Sion-Pan-
vel road, and that the Cidco
must pay Rs 1,200 crore from its
kitty to the road contractor. 

Considering that the as-
sembly elections are three
months away, Saturday’s meet
will be crucial.

“This is indeed a funny foot-
ball match of the government
versus its own party members.
The common man can easily
make out the drama being
played out in the form of toll pro-
tests, only so that they can seek
some votes during the assembly
polls. But we will uncover this
fake toll protest very soon,” 
said Ravi Srivastava, senior 
executive member of Aam Aad-
mi Party.

MH-46 and MH-06 registrations
for those residing in Kamothe,
Kharghar, Kalamboli and Pan-
vel areas.”

In this political football of
one-upmanship, NCP leader

Over 1,000 protesters held up traffic for 90 minutes on Friday

Cong, NCP block Sion-Panvel road toprotest new toll, CM to hold talks today

Mumbai: A sessions court on
Friday convicted two teenagers
on charges of hurting a consta-
ble who had tried to stop them
and another boy from riding tri-
ple seat on a bike last year. But
the two 19-year-olds were not
sentenced and instead released
on a good behaviour bond. 

Public prosecutor Jagan-
nath Kenjalkar said the convicts
were not sent to prison consider-
ing their age, nature of the inju-
ry caused to the constable and
the fact that they had no other
criminal antecedents. 

The third rider was a minor
at the time of the incident on
April 24, 2013, and is undergoing
proceedings before the Juvenile
Justice Board. On the day of the
incident, traffic constable Nitin
Nalawade was stationed at a
spot in Vikhroli when he saw the
accused Kasim Mansuri and As-
lam Shaikh and the minor on
the bike. They had not worn hel-
mets and Nalawade attempted to
stop them. The accused kicked
the constable after which he was
dragged for a few meters, before
the trio fled. Nalawade sus-
tained injuries on his chest, leg
and hand. The Vikhroli police
later arrested the accused. 

2 teens convicted
for hurting cop,
freed on good

behaviour bond
Rebecca.Samervel@timesgroup.comMumbai: Crusaders of eye do-

nation now want the state to
bring in a regulation wherein
there is a ‘presumed consent’
in medico-legal cases to re-
trieve corneas from the de-
ceased. Experts say harvesting
of eyeballs does not affect the
findings of an autopsy, and so-
ciety will benefit immensely
from young donors.

A PIL has been filed in the
Bombay high court seeking a
change of Section 6 of the
Transplantation of Human Or-
gans Act to facilitate the re-
trieval of corneas in medico-le-
gal cases without any additi-
onal legal hassles. While the
law does speak of such a provi-
sion, it has left it completely to
the “satisfaction” of the com-
petent authority to decide
whether or not the deceased
had any objection to it. But doc-
tors are afraid to authorize re-
moval fearing backlash, ques-
tions or just plain apathy.

Jaswant Mehta, chairman
of Eye Bank Coordination &
Research Centre, has filed the
PIL asking for tweaking of
words in the Act. “Just by re-
placing terms like ‘provided
that he is satisfied’ to ‘unless he

has reasons to believe, the Act
can become more effective. The
law already allows removal of
corneas in medico-legal cas-
es,” Mehta told TOI, adding
young corneas are most viable
for transplantation.

Certain states in the US had
brought in the concept of ‘pre-
sumed consent’ over the last
two decades following which,

trieve corneas from the 35,589
autopsies performed in four
major city hospitals between
2007 and 2011. Sion hospital
dean Dr Avinash Supe said it’s
arational idea but may be diffi-
cult to implement. “Emotional
families may not like the idea of
corneas being removed with-
out informing them. The idea
has to be accepted first.” 

Mehta claimed, cornea trans-
plants gained momentum the-
re. “Compared to 6,000 eye do-
nations in 1967, the figure in the
US jumped to 83,758 in 1987.
They practically have no wait-
ing list today,” he said. In Mum-
bai, over 1,200 people are wait-
ing for a cornea transplant.
They could have benefited had
doctors made an effort to re-

PIL pushes for presumed consent for
eye donation in medico-legal cases

KEM
Hosp

Sion
Hosp

Nair
Hosp

JJ
Hosp

TIMES VIEW: Changing the law, to make harvesting of corneas easier, makes sense. This can be considered to be just an extension of the push that we have seen from government agencies when it comes to cadaver donation. Raising awareness levels is all very good but the law, too, needs to be tweaked to make it easier for willing donors.

Deaths Cornea retrieved

Law in India | Section
6 of the Human Organs 
Transplant Act provides 
that when a body is
sent for autopsy, the 
person competent to 
give permission for 
removal of any organ 
has to authorize removal 
of corneas. Also, he has 
to ensure the deceased 
had not expressed, 
before his death, any 

objection to his organs 
being used, or revoked 
any such authority

Law in other countries 
In some US states, the 
chief medical examiner 
can remove the cornea 
without legal formality, 
unless there is a pre-
recorded objection from 
the kin of the deceased.
Poland, Philippines also 
have this law
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WHAT THE LAW STATESCORNEA HARVESTING 
IN MAJOR HOSPS

Sumitra.Debroy@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Raj Thackeray on
Friday exhorted his followers
to renew their contact with vot-
ers and take up popular issues
ahead of the assembly election.

“Go back to the people,” the
MNS chief said. “Find out
their problems. Help them
solve their problems. You
should have livewire contact
with people at the grassroot
level across Maharashtra.”

He was speaking at a meet-
ing of the party student wing.

Emphasising the role of
young karyakartas in politics,
Thackeray spoke of the chang-

es sweeping the country. 
“Young citizens are eager to

shape the nation’s future,” he
said. “The MNS workers
should be the conduit of this
transformation.”

Thackeray’s son, Amit, was
present at the meeting.

In his 40-minute speech,
Thackeray cautioned party
workers against the growing
influence of social media and
its mercurial character. Citing
Narendra Modi’s instance, he
said that although the PM engi-
neered a massive win thanks
largely to so-
cial media,
he was
now be-
ing tar-
geted by
netizens
for price
rise and in-
crease in rail
tariff.

Raj asks MNS to get
in touch with voters

Mumbai: A year after the de-
mise of the Mafatlal family ma-
triarch, a dispute between her
son and daughter-in-law is all
set to erupt
once again
in the Bom-
bay high
court. The
fight is not
between
Atulya Ma-
fatlal and
his socialite
wife, Sheetal. The war that still
rages on is between Ajay Mafat-
lal and his sister-in-law Sheetal. 

The 57-year-old Ajay
dragged Sheetal and her lawyer
to court after a magistrate in
May rejected a closure report
filed last year by the police in an
IPC Section 498-A cruelty case
filed against him by her. Calling
the magistrate’s order “per-
verse and mechanical” and
lacking any application of
mind, he said the Girgaum ma-
gistrate had no powers to ac-
cept a protest petition filed by

Sheetal’s lawyer without her
name and signature.

His petition filed this
month says important points of
law ought to be addressed by
the high court. It says that

when the
law itself
does not al-
low anyone
other than
the complai-
nant or first
informant
to file a pro-
test petition

against a closure report in a
cruelty case, how could the ma-
gistrate entertain such a pet-
ition that lacked Sheetal’s
name and signature on it and
was filed instead by her lawyer
in his own name and signature
amonth before the rejection.

The police had filed a C-
Summary closure report in Au-
gust after informing the high
court in June last year that it
would do so in Sheetal’s cruelty
complaint. The report was in fa-
vour of the late matriarch, Ajay
and his sister Gayatri.

Ajay Mafatlal drags
sis-in-law to court

Swati.Deshpande@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s delayed deci-
sion to continue with Prithviraj
Chavan as the chief minister is
being viewed as a major setback
to his Congress rivals led by in-
dustries minister Narayan
Rane as well as the NCP led by
Sharad Pawar. 

Chavan had a brief meeting
with Gandhi on Wednesday and
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday.

“Chavan will continue as the
CM of Maharashtra and the en-
suing assembly polls will be con-
tested under his leadership,”
AICC general secretary Mohan
Prakash said on Friday. “Now
we are in the process of setting
up a state-level manifesto and
campaign committee. We have
geared up for the polls and we
are sure to win.”

A senior Congress cabinet
member said a proposal to re-

place Chavan was dropped after
it was found that it was too late to
do so as only a short time was left
for the assembly election and
that there was no leader of his
stature who had a clean image. 

“Chavan was able to retain
his job owing to the TINA [there
is no alternative] factor,” the
minister said.

the only leader to call on Sonia
Gandhi to press his demand,
submitting that it would not be
possible to contest the assembly
election under Chavan’s leader-
ship. Rane was followed by a sec-
tion of senior cabinet members,
but they never came out openly
despite camping in New Delhi
for Chavan’s removal.

When a high-level commit-
tee headed by A K Antony sum-
moned state leaders to ascertain
their views on the Congress per-
formance in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, almost all state leaders de-
posed against Chavan, saying
the party lost the polls because
of his casual approach. 

NCP also tried to get the CM
replaced. Though Sharad Pa-
war denied it, there were re-
ports that in a meeting with An-
tony and Sonia Gandhi’s
political advisor Ahmed Patel
on seat-sharing, a change of
leadership in the state was also
discussed.

A day after the humiliating
defeat of the Congress in the
Lok Sabha election, Chavan’s ri-
vals comprising Rane, agricul-
ture minister Radhakrishna
Vikhe Patil, revenue minister
Balasaheb Thorat and coopera-
tion minister Harshwardhan
Patil quietly launched a cam-
paign for his removal. Rane was

Lack of time and alternative behind
Cong move to keep Chavan in chairPrafulla.Marpakwar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The mention of a
spend of around Rs 60,000
crore on transport and infras-
tructure projects in cities
across the country could spell
good news for big-ticket pro-
jects in and around Mumbai,
which have been stuck be-
cause of the Centre’s unwil-
lingness to dish out funds. 

“To give a push to projects

amid the slow economy, Cen-
tre’s finance will play a key
role,” said a senior state gov-
ernment official.

State officials are confident
of wrangling money for the
viability-gap funding of four
major projects: Coastal roads,
Nhava-Sewri Trans Harbour
Link, Navi Mumbai interna-
tional airport and Mumbai-
Goa Highway widening work.

The coastal roads project-
—between Versova and Ban-

dra, and between Worli and
Nariman Point—could be the
biggest beneficiary in the city
as such projects have more
chances of getting funds
through the kitty allocated for
road development, said a state
official. The project requires
environmental clearance to re-
claim coastal area at some
places, and for this the envi-
ronment Act needs to be
amended. The project also
needs around Rs 4,000 crore. 

The Mumbai Trans Har-
bour Link, a 22-km sea link be-
tween Nhava and Sewri, also
has the potential to win more
funds, said MMRDA officials.
Though the Centre has decid-
ed to help with 20% of the total
Rs 10,000 crore, the state aims
to get 30% more. “We might ap-
proach the Centre to push the
project,” said an official, add-
ing that bids had failed thrice
in the past over lack of attrac-
tive financing. 

While the Centre has to
waive off several taxes and of-
fer financial aid to make the
Navi Mumbai international
airport project financially at-
tractive for domestic and for-
eign investors and infrastruc-
ture firms, it is also supposed
to release a part of the Rs 5,000-
crore allotted for four-laning
380km of the 400km Mumbai
Goa Highway—from Indapur
in Raigad up to Malwan near
the Goa border.

Budget nod to spend
on infra can unlock

stuck projects in city
Chittaranjan.Tembhekar

@timesgroup.com

Besides providing funds, the Centre
also has to waive off several taxes
for the Navi Mumbai airport project 

METRO DIGEST

Police commissioners of 
six Indian cities, including

Mumbai police commissioner
Rakesh Maria, will be meeting
with the police chiefs of over
12 international cities at an
event in London to chalk out
common strategies to counter
terror attacks in urban areas. 

Maria to attend global
anti-terror meet in UK

The anti-corruption bureau
has booked a senior Mhada

clerk, Siddhi Sawant, and a
subordinate, Anand Gawli, for
demanding bribes of Rs 1.5
lakh and Rs 200 respectively,
to clear the allotment of a flat
to a mill worker. 

Mhada staffer asks
for ̀̀ 1.5L bribe, booked

After a delegation of television
and film producers met po-

lice commissioner Rakesh Maria
in connection with problems in
securing permissions for outdoor
shoots, the traffic police have
announced a single-window
system to localize permissions. 

1-window system for
outdoor shoot permits

The Goregaon police arrested
a man, Mohammad Z A Khan,

on charges of raping his ex-
girlfriend (29). The accused had
been in a relationship with the
complainant since 2006 and had
allegedly lured her into a
physical relationship after
promising her marriage. 

Man held for rape 

The Pydhonie police on
Friday arrested a man,

Irman Afridi (39), for ramming
his car into four bikes near
Minara Masjid. The accused
was said to be under the
influence of alcohol. 

Car hits 4 bikes, 1 held 

The Dahisar Malayali Sama-
jam will hold a free ayurvedic

medical check-up camp on
Sunday at Anand Nagar. The
doctors hail from the century-old
Kottakkal Arya Vaidya Shala.

Free ayurveda camp 

WEATHER
Sunrise: Sun: 0608hrs
Sunset:Sat: 1919hrs
Forecast: Frequent
spells of rain & show-
ers will occur in the city
& suburbs. Few heavy
spells likely. Max &
min temps will be

around 28 deg °C & 25
°C. Relative humidity:

Colaba 97%, Santa Cruz 86% 
Friday’s rainfall: Colaba 38mm
Santa Cruz 62mm Season’s total
rainfall: Colaba 659mm 
Santa Cruz 602mm

26.6°/
24.5°

26.8°/
24.6°

Colaba

Santa Cruz

Vijay SIngh & George Mendonca | TNN
KK Choudhary

Ajay Mafatlal and (R) Sheetal Mafatlal

Ambarish. Mishra@timesgroup.com

CM Prithviraj Chavan on Friday admitted that infightingbetween Congress and NCP aspirants resulted in theirworking against one another in the recent LokSabha election. He said the BJP marketedNarendra Modi as if he were a commercialproduct such as soap or toothpaste. Yet, heagreed that people refuse a bad product even if itis marketed well. 
Chavan said his party would study thecampaign strategy of the BJP, which ran on the lines of the USpresidential election. Addressing a press conference, Chavansaid his party would try to use the big data analysis used by theBJP in the LS election. He was silent on whether he would fight theupcoming assembly election. TNN

‘Cong, NCP aspirants tripped one another’

Mumbai: The city’s hospitality
industry, including bars, restau-
rants and hotels, are upset with
the Centre for ignoring their de-
mand to abolish the service tax
being levied over and above the
VAT, in the Union Budget.

“Restaurant owners across
India, including those in Mum-
bai, are protesting against the
service tax being levied on them
over and above the VAT as it hits
business and also consumers.
We had urged the NDA govern-
ment to remove the double taxa-
tion imposed by the UPA gov-
ernment, but the budget has not
given any relief,” said Arvind
Shetty, Ahar president.

The UPA government had
imposed 12.36% service tax on
all partly or fully AC restau-
rants, which is charged on 40%
of the total bill. Already VAT of
12.5% is charged on the entire
bill amount. 

The Kerala high court has
held levy of service tax by the
Parliament to be unconstitutio-
nal after hearing a petition by
hoteliers challenging the consti-
tutional validity of service tax
on restaurants licensed to serve
liquor—a provision introduced
by the Finance Act, 2011. A simi-
lar petition has been filed in the
Bombay HC by hoteliers in the
state. A decision is awaited. TNN

No rollback of service
tax, hoteliers upset 

The city BJP urged governor K
Sankaranarayanan on Friday

to ensure that PM Narendra
Modi’s portrait was put up in
every state government office. In
amemorandum, city BJP general
secretary Amarjeet Mishra said
no state government office was
following the protocol. TNN

‘PM pics not put up’ 

nitiatives  
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MAHARASHTRA ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

World Trade Centre, Centre No.1, 13th Floor, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai - 400 005 

Tel. No. 022 22163964/65/69 – Fax 022 22163976 
E-mail mercindia@merc.gov.in 

Website: www.mercindia.org.in / www.merc.gov.in   Case No. 90 of 2014  
In the matter of 

Application for the grant of Distribution Licence in Mumbai City and Part of Mumbai 

Suburban Area, [areas of Mira Bhayandar Municipal Corporation including area covered 

under Chene and Varsave which are contiguous with TPC’s existing area of Licence] 

 

Smt. Chandra Iyengar, Chairperson 
Shri. Vijay L. Sonavane, Member 
Shri. Azeez M. Khan, Member 

 
The Tata Power Company Limited 
Registered office: Bombay House, 24, Homy Modi Street, Mumbai – 400001 

….Applicant 
ORDER 

Dated: 14 August, 2014 

The Tata Power Company Limited filed a Petition before this Commission applying for grant of 

Distribution Licence under the provisions of Section 15 of the Electricity Act, 2003 and 

Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission (General Conditions of Distribution Licence) 

Regulations, 2006. The proposed area of supply is within the geographical boundaries of the State 

of Maharashtra. 
The Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission, under the powers conferred on it by Section 

86(1) (d) read with the Section 14 of the Electricity Act, 2003, may grant licence(s) to persons 

seeking to act as Transmission Licensee(s), Distribution Licensee(s) and Electricity Trader(s) in 

the State of Maharashtra. Since Tata Power has applied for grant of Distribution Licence within 

the State of Maharashtra, this Commission is the Appropriate Commission for this case. 

Accordingly, this Commission has admitted the Petition and decides the same through this Order. 
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Mumbai: A 23-year-old man
allegedly stabbed a minor
girl to death on Friday, a little
over a month after her par-
ents rejected his marriage
proposal. Hasan Shaikh,
who had been reportedly
stalking the girl for two
years, killed her in the mid-
dle of the 90-feet road at Ta-
gore Nagar, Vikhroli (East). 

Afasana Shaikh (17) suc-
cumbed to multiple deep
wounds—two on her neck
and one on the back—while
undergoing treatment an ho-
ur later. Locals alerted a po-
lice patrolling van and took
the girl to a hospital where
she died during treatment.

The gruesome episode
ended in 15 minutes. 

The locals, an autorick-
shaw driver and police con-
stable Balkrishna Nandode-
kar (45), attached to the
anti-chain snatching squad,
chased and caught a fleeing
Shaikh 600 meters from the
crime spot. 

Vikhroli police are look-
ing for the sharp weapon that
Shaikh reportedly used in
the crime, which he dumped
while fleeing. Cops managed
to get accounts of the incid-
ent, which occured in a flash,
from two persons who have
been made eyewitnesses.

“The incident occurred
between 7.30am and 7.45am
when the girl stepped out of a
public toilet close to her hut-
ment in Tagore Nagar.
Shaikh tried to talk to her and
when she resisted, attacked
her on the neck and the back
with a sharp object. He had
planned the offence after the
victim’s parents turned
down his marriage propos-
al,” said Dinesh Desai, Vik-
hroli police senior inspector.

The incident occurred in
broad daylight on the main
road in front of horrified wit-
nesses. A few locals alleged
they had seen Shaikh stalk
the victim everyday after he
would reach the egg shop
where he was employed. 

“They had seen Shaikh
walk around the locality
early on Friday morning but
did not expect anything like
this to happen. When the girl
stepped out of the toilet,
Shaikh approached her and
they had an argument, after
which he slit her throat with
a knife and stabbed her re-
peatedly,” a local, who witne-

ssed the incident, told TOI.
Seconds after allegedly

stabbing the girl, Shaikh
tried to flee. “Bystanders
gave him a chase. An autor-
ickshaw driver, too, joined
the chased. It was the rick-
shaw driver who signalled

constable Nandodekar
standing outside the police
chowky. Nandodekar finally
managed to nab Shaikh,”
said Desai.

Afasana’s father, who
works with a scrap dealer,
told TOI, “The accused and
his parents came to my place

in June with a marriage pro-
posal. My daughter and we
refused. This enraged Shai-
kh. I learnt through locals
that Shaikh (a Govandi resi-
dent) had stayed behind in
our locality on Thursday
night. He would call my

daughter but she always re-
fused to entertain him. I lea-
rned that she had been killed
when locals rushed to my
place to inform me.” Her
family is in a state of shock. 

An elderly woman, who
tried to help the victim, said,
“Initially, I thought he was

slapping her but later saw
that he had used a knife when
I tried to free the girl.”

Investigators said they
are trying to find out wheth-
er the accused has any past
criminal cases against him
and also whether he had ha-
rassed the victim in the past. 

Shaikh has been booked
under India Penal Code’s sec-
tion 302 (murder). He will be
produced before court on
Saturday. 

This is the second case in
the past four days where a girl
has been stabbed for spurn-
ing a man. The other victim,
aged 16, is recovering at Inlax
Hospital in Chembur after
she was slashed by her jilted
lover on August 5 at her home
in Ayodhya Nagar in the
RCF-Chembur locality. She
survived the attack. Her con-
dition is reportedly stable af-
ter undergoing surgery.

Locals, Auto
Driver And 

A Cop Chase
And Nab Him 

Stalker stabs minor girl to
death on busy Vikhroli road 

ANOTHER GIRL SLASHED IN A WEEK

Police control room | 100 |

022 - 22621855 | 022 - 22625020
SMS your grievance to | 

7738133133 or 7738144144
Alert citizen | 103
Police HQ, opposite Crawford

 Market | 22620111 (extension: 206)

Always share your fears 
with a parent, elder or 
friend. They will protect 
you if the need arises

Register a police 
complaint under IPC 
sections 503 (criminal 
intimidation), 506 
(punishment for criminal 

intimidation) and 509 
(outraging the modesty of 
a woman through word, 
gesture or act), advises 
women’s rights lawyer 
Flavia Agnes

Approach an NGO and 
Mumbai police’s special 
cell for women and kids

HOW TO DEAL WITH A STALKER HELPLINE NUMBERS

THE ACCUSED

Hasan Shaikh (23) is a 
resident of a Govandi 
slum who worked in an 
egg shop at Vikhroli, in 
the victim’s neighbour-
hood. He had been 
trying to befriend her 
for two years

THE VICTIM

Afsana Shaikh 
(17) was the 
eldest among 
five siblings. 
She looked 
after them and 
their home and did 
not attend school. 
Her father works with  
a scrap dealer

THE CRIME

Around 7.30am on 
Friday, Shaikh 
allegedly stabbed 
Afsana three times on 
her neck and once on 
her back when she 
stepped out of a 
public toilet near the 
90-feet road at Tagore 
Nagar, Vikhroli (East). 
Shaikh was caught by 
locals, a rickshaw 
driver and a constable 
after they gave him a 
chase for 600 metres

DEATH AT THE HANDS OF A STALKER: Investigators at the site of 
the crime; (inset) the 17-year-old victim Afsana Shaikh 

After slashing his teenage 
girlfriend’s throat with a 
knife in Ayodhya Nagar 
at RCF-Chembur, 20-year-

old Ajay Dhotre climbed the 
terrace of a 22-storey under-
construction building in the 
neighbourhood and threatened to 
jump off it, only to be brought 
down to safety by the RCF police, 
who immediately arrested him. 
The girl is out of danger

A man stabbed a 35-year-
old woman to death in a 
crowded market lane at 
Jijamata Road in Sher-E-

Punjab, Andheri (East). The victim, 

Nirmala Jain, had not returned 
`12,000 that she had borrowed 
from the accused, Rajendra Dubey 
(34), nine months ago. Dubey 
was caught by locals and a 
police beat marshal

A jilted lover killed a 
21-year-old girl and 
later committed suicide 

in the Subash Tekdi locality in 
Ulhasnagar town. The victim, 
Pooja Bhalerao, was to get 
married on June 1 and her 
parents were out shopping 
when the accused, Aakash 
Sonawane (23), came to her 
Amrapali Nagar residence
around 9pm and stabbed her

Aug 

5

July 

3

May 
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CASES IN RECENT PAST

V Narayan & Vijay V Singh | TNN

Entertainment (Comedy) 
★★★
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Tamannaah, 
Sonu Sood, Krushna, Prakash Raj 
and Junior—the wonder dog
Direction: Sajid-Farhad
Duration: 2 hours 20 minutes 
Language: Hindi (U/A)
58888 code: ent

■ Akhil Lokhande, the illegitimate 
son of  a Bangkok billionaire, finds 
out that his inheritance has been 
willed to a dog, Entertainment. 
And there are also other baddies 
playing dogs-in-the-manger.   

E
ntertainment tells you the 
story of  how one Daddy’s Na-
jayaz Aulad (illegitimate 

child), abbreviated in the film as 
DNA, stumbles upon the fact that 
he is actually a poor Mumbai boy 
born to a billionaire from Bang-
kok. His father, Pannalal Johri 
(Dalip Tahil in a garlanded photo-
frame on the wall), has bequeathed 
his wealth to his pet dog Enter-
tainment (Junior), because he 
could not in his lifetime locate his 
real son, Akhil Lokhande (Ak-
shay Kumar).

After a romantic interlude 
with his girlfriend Saakshi (Tam-
annaah) in Mumbai, Akhil flies 
to Bangkok. His best friend Jugnu 
(Krushna, good comic-tuning) 
and he make grand plans to get 
rid of  the dog, who stands be-
tween him and his billions.

But the canine is nobody’s 
fool. Man and beast find ways to 
outsmart each other and when 
they can’t kill each other, they 
join forces. Here, a fresh set of  
villains, Prakash Raj and Sonu 
Sood, named Karan-Arjun (there 
are many stereotypes), are intro-
duced. They, too, are eyeing the 
same pile of  wealth. So now, 

Akhil and Entertainment have to 
get the better of  the baddies.

Debutant directors Sajid-
Farhad, who have the dubious dis-
tinction of  having written very 
successful Bollywood no-brainers 
like the Golmaal series, Dhamaal,
and Housefull 2, and who have sal-
vaged themselves to a degree by 
writing the Singham films, could 
have salvaged their first directo-
rial venture by keeping it tight, 
despite the stereotypes.  

However, because the jokes are 
repetitive by nature, the LOL (laugh-
out-loud) moments are few and far 
between. The dialogue, which uses 
Bollywood actor-director names 
like, “I so Rajini-can’t”, does get guf-

faws. But for the most part, the hu-
mour is for the child in you.

Akshay Kumar is in top form. 
Having done a multitude of  ma-
sala movies, he’s become a khi-
ladi. His bonding with the dog 
(especially in comic scenes) has 
those ‘oh-so-cute’ moments. The 
golden retriever is not a wonder-
ful actor; but his eyes can melt 
your heart.

   — Meena Iyer

The Hundred-Foot Journey 
(Drama) ★★★
Cast: Om Puri, Helen Mirren, 
Manish Dayal, Charlotte Le Bon, 
Juhi Chawla
Direction: Lasse Hallstrom
Duration:  2 hours 2 minutes
Language: English (U)
58888 code: hun

■ Hassan’s family starts a desi joint 
in a French village—opposite a Mi-
chelin-starred restaurant. What 
happens when rival Madame Mal-
lory discovers Hassan’s talent?   

So, The Hundred-Foot Journey
is an interesting dish—it’s 

about food but actually, it’s not. 
It’s about relationships, loss and 
the fulfilment a great meal—and 
a new bond—brings. After losing 
his wife (Juhi Chawla, wasted in 
a blink-brief  role consisting of  
stirring pots while mouthing 
cringe-inducing clichés like, 

“Sea urchins taste of  life”) in a 
Mumbai riot, restaurateur 
Kadam (Puri) and his five chil-
dren, including gifted Hassan 
(Dayal), relocate and start a 
desi eatery in a French village-
opposite haughty Madame 
Mallory’s (Mirren) Michelin-
starred restaurant.

As the two restaurateurs 
declare war via vegetables and 
fish, Hassan learns French 
cooking and kissing with Ma-
dame’s sous chef, pretty Mar-
guerite (Le Bon). But what hap-
pens when Madame discovers 
Hassan’s genius can help her 
win another Michelin star? 
And once Hassan begins his 
hundred-foot journey towards 

French cuisine, can he come 
home to Maison Mumbai?

Despite its clichés (“You cook 
to make ghosts”), this is a poi-
gnant, pretty film. Its prettiness 
is a drawback though as shots of  
sweetly charming French rural 
life, cobblestoned streets, cheery 
farmers’ markets, forest-green 
lanes, et al take over. Sinking 
pleasurably into its own charms, 
the movie hesitates to bite deep 
into stronger flavours—but when 
it does, it’s a delight. The chemis-
try between ace actors Puri and 

Mirren crackles like tadka—and 
when they dance, their loneliness 
mingles, like caramel, like sugar 
stirred into tea.

Dayal too cuts an endearing 
figure as talented Hassan, turn-
ing into hot property via “May-
dam”, one coriander omelette at 
a time. His romance with Le Bon 
could’ve had more steam—but 
there’s one scene of  jagged jeal-
ousy, where Marguerite resents 
Hassan’s success, that stands 
out. Similarly, Madame’s head 
chef  Jean, who smoulders with 
resentful racism, brings a dash 
of  bitter reality to this picture-
postcard land.

But such reality-bites are fleet-
ing here. This is a food fairytale 
which prefers the sweet to the tart, 
cream to the karelas of  life.

Yet, it takes all those tastes to 
create a great dish.

This one’s a nice one.
—Srijana Mitra Das

Into the Storm (Action/
Thriller) ★★★
Cast: Richard Armitage, Sarah 
Wayne Callies, Matt Walsh, 
Alycia Debnam Carey, Nathan 
Kress, Max Deacon
Direction: Steven Quale
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
Language: English (U/A)
58888 code: int

■ Towering tornadoes take centre 
stage here as they cut through 
small towns in America like a hot 
knife through butter. A group of  
storm chasers and a few add-ons 
try to document the destruction.

Pete Moore (Walsh) is obsessed 
with tornadoes and will take 

great risks to get the perfect shot. In 
fact, it wouldn’t be too far from the 
truth to call him way beyond eccen-
tric. With him is a meteorologist 
single mom Allison (Callies), who 
keeps in touch with her young 
daughter using video chat, when 
not chasing storms. The biggest 
name in the cast is Armitage, (last 
seen in the Hobbit films). Here, he 
plays Gary, Silverton High School’s 
vice-principal in the town where 
the action unfolds. His two es-
tranged sons Trey (Kress) and Don-
nie (Deacon) have yet to come to 
terms with the passing of  their 
mother who died two years ago. 
And so, the movie is essentially 
about running away from torna-
does, running towards them or tak-
ing shelter from tornadoes.

The few tender moments in the 
film are plain awkward and the non-
descript cast is forgettable, except 
for Armitage, who puts in a decent 
show. But the camera work is pretty 
nifty and a few cautious asides are 
thrown referring to the climate 
change/global warming angle. How-
ever, you’re not going to watch this 
for hidden references and double 
meanings. Special effects drive the 
film throughout and it doesn’t drag.

We’ve seen disaster films involv-
ing extraterrestrials, tsunamis and 
various other natural (destructive) 
phenomena in recent times. So, it’s 
only fitting that we get a film that 
shows us the kind of  devastation 

thundering tornadoes can wreak. 
While Twister (1996) was the last film 
of  note to deal with this subject, Into 
the Storm utilises today’s entire pal-
ette of  VFX wizardry as well as 
plenty of  first person point of  view 
shots to convey the same thrills, on 
a far more grandiose scale.

So, if  you get your jollies watch-
ing houses, cars and even a bunch 
of  passenger planes flung into the 
air like toys, you might like this.  

— Reagan Gavin Rasquinha 
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Mumbai: A public interest liti-
gation has been filed in the
Bombay high court urging the
scrapping of the “archaic” li-
quor permit system in Maha-
rashtra that has engendered
widespread violations.

A division bench of Justic-
es P V Hardas and Anuja Prab-
hudessai on Friday heard a pet-
ition by activist Ketan
Tirodkar against the system
that has caused “100% viola-
tions due to document fabrica-
tion, impersonation and brib-
ery”. As per the
system—existing only in Mah-
arashtra—a permit is required
for the purchase, possession
and consumption of alcohol.
The PIL asks the court for crim-
inal proceedings against hote-
liers and vendors who “fabri-
cate permits with the collusion
of excise officials to meet the il-
logical and archaic” rules un-
der the Bombay Prohibition of
Foreign Liquor Act, 1949.

Calling the rules “superflu-
ous”, Tirodkar argued, “They

were okay in 1947. Anybody
can buy and drink now.” The
PIL explains that a vendor is re-
quired to record every buyer’s
permit details before handing
over alcohol, but “no-one fol-
lows this”. Vendors and restau-
rants, it says, have hundreds of
permit numbers that belong to
their employees or regulars

wholesale in different names
from the excise department;
“the actual consumers pur-
chasing or consuming liquor-
…do not know in whose name
they have done so. More impor-
tantly, 90% of these consumers
do not possess permits.”

It adds that innovative re-
forms were suggested by state
excise commissioner Sanjay
Mukherjee for doing away with
the illogical restrictions. “But
the lobby of excise officers
…prevented their implementa-
tion. The portfolio of prohib-
ition minister is considered
more lucrative than urban de-
velopment and housing,” it
says, adding that the illogical
rules bring the department
crores in revenue.

Urging the court to direct
the scrapping of the permit
system, the petition said, “It is
high time the honourable judi-
ciary should intervene to bring
about reforms.” While the state
sought four weeks to reply, the
judges allowed Tirodkar to
amend his petition to elaborate
the sections he wants scrapped.

and which they record in their
register when they sell alcohol.
“All hotels and restaurants in
Maharashtra, including seven-
and five-star establishments,
allow consumption of liquor to
anyone who is willing to pay,
permit or no permit,” it states.

The PIL says that establish-
ments get permits prepared

PIL urges scrapping of ‘archaic’ &
‘superfluous’ liquor permit system

BOOZY RULES
Regular 
Permit For 
Indian Liquor
Yearly

`100
Lifetime

`1,300

Allowances
➤ A regular permit holder 
can, at any time, stock 
12 units of foreign alcohol 
at home. A unit means 
750ml of any hard liquor, 
wine or beer
➤ The holder can 
purchase two bottles of 
750ml of hard liquor in 
a week. At a time, the 
holder can buy not more 
than one 750ml bottle of 
hard liquor, two bottles 
of 750ml each of wine, or 
four bottles of beer not 
exceeding 2,600ml. 
For Indian brands, the 
quantity is similar

Other Permits
➤ Interim permit (lasts a day) 
➤ Emergency ➤ Special permit for 
diplomats ➤ Visitors to Maharashtra  
➤ Tourist permit for foreigners

A person holding more 
than 12 units of liquor 
can be prosecuted

Penalty

Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A day after the purs-
es of two women passengers
were stolen on Rajdhani Ex-
press while they were journey-
ing from Delhi to Mumbai, it
was the turn of the wife of CR
general manager. Priti Sood
found her purse missing dur-
ing her trip on the train from
Mumbai to Delhi on Friday.

Priti, the wife Central Rail-
way GM S K Sood, filed a com-
plaint with the government
railway police in New Delhi
along with another theft vic-
tim, Gujarat-based advocate
Deepika Chaddha. They were
targeted on Friday in coach
A-3. It was in A-3 too that
thieves had struck on Thurs-
day morning. RPF sources that
Friday’s was the fourth such
case in coach A-3 of Rajdhani
Express in a year.

Priti boarded the Rajdhani
from Mumbai Central around
4.40pm on Thursday. She fell
asleep around 9.30pm after
placing her purse behind her.
Around 4.30am on Friday,
when the train was near Kota,
Priti woke up to find the purse
missing. As she alerted her co-
passengers, one of them,
Chaddha, realized her purse
was gone too. In Chaddha’s bag
was Rs 50,000 cash, locker keys
and a gold mangalsutra.

Anand Vijay Jha, senior di-
visional security commission-

er of RPF (WR-Mumbai divi-
sion) said, “We made enquiries
with passengers and staffers,
but the culprit could not be
traced.” Jha was in the same
coach; he was travelling to Del-
hi for a meeting. Jha conducted
asearch in the coach and traced
the two purses in a garbage bin
near the lavatory. While Priti’s
purse was empty, the thieves
had left behind Chadda’s mo-
bile phone. At Delhi, Jha
helped Priti and Chaddha reg-
ister a complaint with the GRP.
The case was later transferred
to Kota, where the two women

checker and attendant. They
said they found the train super-
intendent, Sunilkumar Pari-
har, drunk. 

Parihar was arrested by the
RPF on Friday and produced
before a railway court, which
remanded him in judicial cus-
tody. The two women alleged
that the station master at Mum-
bai Central had showed no in-
terest in acting against Parihar
on Thursday. A railway offi-
cials said there are no RPF es-
corts on Rajdhani due to the
presence of attendants and oth-
er railway staffers.

had realized the thefts.
A senior railway official

said, “We suspect a gang of
thieves may be operating be-
tween Kota and Nagda stations.
We cannot rule out the involve-
ment of pantry car operators
or housekeeping staff either.”

The alacrity with which the
authorities reacted on Friday
was at stark variance with
their response to the ordeal of
the two women targeted on
Thursday. After Satya Rajmo-
han and Neeta Bokaria real-
ized their purses were missing,
they went looking for the ticket

STARK DIFFERENCE IN OFFICIAL RESPONSE

On Aug 8 | Priti Sood 
(wife of Central Railway 
general manager); 
Deepika Chaddha 
(Gujarat-based advocate)

On Aug 7 | Satya 
Rajmohan (pilot); Neeta 
Bokaria (housewife)

On Aug 8 | Sood was travelling 
by the Mum-Delhi Rajdhani 
Express. When she awoke at 
4.30am, her purse containing 
gold bangles and Rs 8,000 cash 
was missing. The train had 
reached Kota. As she raised an 
alarm, another passenger, 
Chaddha, realized her purse was 

missing too. The bags were 
found near the restroom: Sood’s 
was empty and Chaddha’s only 
had her mobile in it. An FIR was 
registered with New Delhi GRP

Response | RPF personnel, 
travelling for a meeting in Delhi, 
queried co-passengers and train 
staff. A dog squad was called as 
the train reached Delhi

On Aug 7 | Rajmohan and 
Bokaria found their purses 
missing while travelling from 
Delhi to Mumbai on Rajdhani
Response | No RPF men were 
present. Train superintendent 
Sunil Parihar was found drunk. 
At Mumbai Central, the station 
master had no interest in acting 
against the superintendent

THEFT VICTIMS

INCIDENTS & RESPONSES

HELPLINES

RPF (CR) 
1275/
022-22610194;

RPF (WR) 
1322;

GRP  
98333-31111

For second day running, women’s
purses stolen on Rajdhani Express

Manthan K Mehta 
& Nitasha Natu | TNN

Mumbai: The Bombay high co-
urt on Friday rejected a bail plea
made by three persons convict-
ed for killing Ramnarayan Gup-
ta alias Lakhan Bhaiya in a fake
encounter in November 2006.

A bench of Justices P V Har-
das and Anuja Prabhu-Desai ac-
cepted the contentions of senior
counsel Vijay Pradhan, who
sought rejection of the bail ap-
plications made by Akhil Khan,
Hitesh Solanki and Vinayak
Shinde. All three are serving out
life terms. A Mumbai sessions
court had last July awarded life
sentence to 21 people, including
13 Mumbai police personnel,
convicted for killing Lakhan
Bhaiya. The police probe began
only when pursuant to high
court orders, R V Gupta’s com-
plaint was registered in 2009. 

Fake encounter:
HC rejects bail

plea of convicts
Swati.Deshpande@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Bombay HC on
Friday transferred to the CBI
the probe into the Pune Express-
way land acquisition scam, in
which IRB honchos are accused.
The motive for the murder of
RTI activist Satish Shetty four
years ago lies in the land scam
which he had unearthed, CBI
counsel H S Vengaonkar said. 

“The motive was the land sc-
am complaints registered by Sh-
etty against prominent persons,
including IRB chairperson and
MD.” Vengaonkar said “despite
complaints by Shetty of threat
to his life, the state ignored the
matter and granted him no pro-
tection”. The case was later
closed by the police and the ma-
gistrate too passed an ex-parte
order, accepting the closure. TNN

CBI to probe Pune
Expressway land
acquisition scam 

Pics: Sanjay Hadkar

The victims’ neighbours and relatives alleged Shaikh
would stalk her everyday after reaching the Vikhroli egg
shop where he was employed. He has been booked under 
Indian Penal Code’s section 302 (murder). He will be
produced before court on Saturday. Investigators 
said they are trying to find out whether the accused 
has any previous criminal cases against him

Kolkata: With the CBI heat in

the Saradha probe creeping clos-

er to those in

power in Ben-

gal, chief minis-

ter Mamata

Banerjee on

Friday lashed

out at a section

of the media, accusing it of

“spreading canards and indulg-

ing in character assassination”,

while at the same time indicat-

ing that some action is imminent

on tainted leaders of her party.

“Remember, if there is one

rotten mango, we remove it

(Ekta jodi pocha aam beroe, am-

ra otake shoriye di). But if you

let 99 others rot due to it, then it

is the rot within you that has to

be cured,” she said, triggering

speculation that the TMC chief

may not be averse to dropping a

few leaders whose names have

cropped up in the Ponzi scam.

She also indicated that the

media was to blame for the rot.

“If one bad incident takes

place, there is law for it. The

government will deal with it

firmly. But you (media), will

lecture everyone but will not

hear out others. Is that right?”

Though she did not mention

Saradha even once, it is signifi-

cant that her tough talk came in

the wake of media reports about

the 2010 tie-up between IRCTC

and Saradha Tours and Travels

when she was railway minister.

Didi lashes

out at media

for ‘slander

campaign’ 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The CBI on Friday

moved the Supreme Court for

lodging a case of perjury against

activist-advocate Prashant

Bhushan and Kamini Jaiswal of

Centre for Public Interest Litiga-

tion (CPIL), for allegedly mak-

ing “deliberate and intentional

false statements on oath” in a

petition seeking that the agen-

cy’s chief disengage himself

from the probe into the 2G scam.

Claiming Bhushan and Jais-

wal had wrongly accused the

CBI chief of seeking to save for-

mer Union minister Dayanidhi

Maran and Maxis Communica-

tions from prosecution, the CBI

said the two, in order to get a fa-

vourable order from the court,

“deliberately and intentionally”

made wrong statements which

are “punishable under various

sections of IPC”.

This came on a day when

CBI chief Ranjit Sinha protest-

ed against reports of his fre-

quent interactions with a di-

verse set of persons with

potential stake in the agency’s

probe into corruption and oth-

er cases. “I am already under

fire from all sides. I won’t com-

ment on anything,” Sinha said.

Sinha had told TOI on Thurs-

day that he was being targeted

by powerful vested interests.

In the affidavit, the CBI de-

nied the accusation that Sinha

overruled agency officers who

wanted to prosecute all the ac-

cused in the Aircel-Maxis case

by taking the position that “no

case is made out” against them.

Citing relevant documents, the

agency said the opinion among

officers over whether to charge-

sheet A K Sinha, former CMD of

BSNL and accused number 10 in

the case, was always split.

The agency claimed that

even Santosh Rastogi, the offi-

cer heading the relevant

branch, who had recommended

that all 10 accused be charge-

sheeted, had emphasized the

need to assess the evidence re-

garding Sinha and one more ac-

cused “objectively”.

The zonal head, who agreed

with Rastogi regarding charg-

esheeting of all the accused, em-

phasized the need for further in-

vestigation into “the two

aspects”. However, the depart-

ment of prosecution felt that A

KSinha should not be chargesh-

eeted following which the CBI

director sent the file to the AG.

The agency told the court

that the AG declined to give an

opinion saying the divergence of

opinion was not clearly stated.It

was at this stage that the CBI

chief approved the chargesheet-

ing of all the accused, including

Maran, but based on the opinion

of Rastogi and his immediate

superior, said that “there was

weakness in the prosecutable

evidence” against A K Sinha.

For the full report, log on

to www.timesofindia.com

CBI files case of perjury

against Bhushan, Jaiswal

Neeraj.Chauhan

@timesgroup.com
LIKE THAT ONLY

JUG SURAIYA & AJIT NINAN New Delhi: Union home

minister Rajnath Singh has

asked the Jammu and Kash-

mir government to identify

suitable land in the Valley

for rehabilitation of Kash-

miri mmigrants.

In a letter to chief minis-

ter Omar Abdullah regard-

ing implementation of the

rehabilitation package for

displaced Kashmiri Pandits,

Singh has suggested that

land be identified near the

native places they had mi-

grated from. He also advised

that land may be demarcated

keeping in mind the provi-

sion of adequate security.

Singh is slated to travel to

Jammu and Kashmir on Sat-

urday to survey flood-affect-

ed areas in the state. The

home ministry has already

dispatched six teams of the

national disaster response

force (NDRF), including two

to the Jammu region and

four to Kashmir, for flood re-

lief and rescue operations. 

In his letter to Abdullah

on Friday, Singh underlined

the Centre’s commitment to

facilitate the return of Kash-

miri migrants to the Kash-

mir Valley and their proper

rehabilitation. 

A sum of Rs 500 crore has

been earmarked in the

Union Budget 2014-15 for this

purpose alone.

At present, there are

about 62,000 registered

Kashmiri migrant families

in the country. They were

forced to migrate from the

Kashmir Valley to Jammu,

Delhi and other parts of the

country since militancy

broke out in the Valley in the

early nineties. 

Rajnath asks Omar to

identify land for Pandits 

Rajnath Singh suggested that

land be identified near the native

places they had migrated from

Chennai: At first glance, it

appears to be a solace for

Sun Group’s Kal Cables. But

the Madras high court’s ver-

dict on Friday quashing a

central government order

against Kal Cables is, in fact,

a harsh indictment of its

promoters Kalanithi Maran

and Dayanidhi Maran.

On Friday, the court

quashed the August 20 order

of the I&B ministry cancell-

ing licence for Kal Cables to

distribute television chan-

nels, but said the company’s

promoters had come to ad-

verse notice “for abuse of of-

ficial position and large-

scale corrupt practices.”

“May be a time has come

to hold that the abuse of offi-

cial position by a person in

power and the amassing of

wealth of unimaginable

proportions, is also an as-

sault on the security of the

state. Economic aggression

may soon become more dan-

gerous than military aggres-

sion,” the court said, asking

the Centre to apply its mind

and decide whether such

abuses constituted an af-

front to the security of the

state or not.

Justice V Ramasubrama-

nian, making it clear he would

not discuss or disclose factual

contents in the secret file sub-

mitted to him by the Centre,

said: “The information con-

tained in the file revolves

around allegations of gross

abuse of official position,

adoption of corrupt practices

or incomprehensible nature

to make unlawful pecuniary

gains of unprecedented pro-

portions, amassing of wealth

of unimaginable scales and

the registration of regular

criminal cases against the

promoters of the company.”

For the full report, log on

to www.timesofindia.com

HC slams Marans

for abuse of power
A,Subramani

@timesgroup.com

The SC quashed the

Centre’s order against

Kal Cables but said

the company’s

promoters had come

to adverse notice ‘for

abuse of official

position and corrupt

practices’

New Delhi: In a rebuke to the

pro-Rahul camp, the Con-

gress has taken a dim view of

the public show of anger by a

bunch of party secretaries

who have positioned them-

selves as loyal to the heir ap-

parent, and asked them to re-

frain from speaking in public.

The censure of secretaries

came along with the circula-

tion of their letter — com-

plaining that public state-

ments of senior leaders were

hurting the party — to party

office-bearers nationally.

This is being seen as a bid

by Congress general secreta-

ry (in-charge organization)

Janardan Dwivedi to turn

the tables on the secretaries

who have been critical of se-

nior leaders, in what is seen

as a fight between the Gen-

Next and the old guard.

Peeved at criticism of Ra-

hul, 14 AICC secretaries on

Thursday submitted a letter

to Dwivedi urging him to re-

strain the seniors. They had

asked Dwivedi to circulate

the letter to all leaders.

While Dwivedi obliged

the secretaries by forward-

ing their missive, he also

ticked them off for making a

public show of their anger.

“You are also advised to re-

frain from giving such ad-

vice and views through

media in future,” says the let-

ter sent to AICC secretaries.

At the same time, Dwive-

di’s advice — to CWC mem-

bers, general secretaries, fron-

tal organizations and state

units — says that he is enclos-

ing a letter from 14 secretaries

expressing concern over pub-

lic statements of senior Con-

gressmen which “in their

view” harms the interests of

the organization. He also ex-

pressed hope that the views of

the secretaries would be taken

“with due sensitivity”.

Interestingly, the leaders

nationwide have been in-

formed that the secretaries

too have been told to refrain

from “giving such advice

publicly through media”.

The denouement of the

drama that started with pro-

Rahul secretaries taking on

the senior leaders is unlikely

to comfort the GenNext.

While many in the past have

often identified themselves

with the Gandhi family, few

have come out in as a bloc of

office-bearers to defend it.

A secretary lamented

that the “messengers” had

been put at par with the “of-

fenders”, but expressed hap-

piness that the letter had laid

out the rules afresh. “Any at-

tack on the leadership in fu-

ture would leave no scope for

lenient view,” he said.

Pro-Rahul netas get old guard snub

Subodh.Ghildiyal

@timesgroup.com

POWER TUSSLE: This is being

seen as a bid by Congress 

general secretary Janardan 

Dwivedi to turn the tables on the

secretaries who have been 

critical of senior leaders

New Delhi: The Supreme

Court on Friday sought re-

sponses from the Centre and

state governments on a PIL

seeking to free pavements

and roads from encroach-

ment to provide citizens their

right to free passage and free

flow of traffic on roads.

A bench of Chief Justice

R M Lodha and Justices Kur-

ian Joseph and R F Nariman

sought responses from the

governments within 10

weeks on the PIL filed by

NGO ‘Voice of India’ after

hearing Dhanesh Ieshdhan

The court asked the gov-

ernments to file affidavits on

the steps taken to implement

the national policy on urban

street vendors and the laws

relating to vending and park-

ing which were designed to

provide demarcated and des-

ignated zones for hawkers.

The petitioner alleged

that there was hardly any

space left on pavements for

pedestrians who had to find

their way through encroach-

ments by street vendors,

hawkers and parked vehi-

cles. He said that civic au-

thorities and governments

had not taken even prelimi-

nary steps to remove the en-

croachments. 

SC asks govt to free

pavements, roads 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: In the name of pub-

lic interest, the Union minis-

try of environment and forests

(MoEF) has lifted the morato-

rium in the Chandrapur Criti-

cally Polluted Area (CPA) to al-

low extension of mining

projects. The moratorium will

be held in abeyance for one

year for expansion projects of

existing coal mining in the ar-

ea as long as there is no addi-

tional mine lease area or

change in the mining method.

It has also decided to dis-

pense with public hearing for

an additional production ca-

pacity of six metric tonnes per

annum (MTPA) in case of pro-

jects where the production ca-

pacity exceeds 20 MTPA. 

“The ministry of coal has

been representing that since

coal mining is a site-specific

activity which is only possible

in coal bearing areas, and with

a view to facilitate increase in

coal production in the country,

which is critical for power gen-

eration, coal mining projects

may be allowed in Chandrapur

CPA,’’ said MoEF. 

MoEF lifts ban

on coal mining

in Chandrapur

Clara.Lewis@timesgroup.com

Singh didn’t meet Sinha,

says DLF: The TOI report

‘Both Famous and Infamous

Came Calling’ published on

September 5 mentions that DLF

promoter K P Singh is believed

to be among the visitors to CBI

chief Ranjit Sinha’s house. DLF

has clarified that Singh has

never met Sinha. TNN

New Delhi:Supreme Court advocate Prashant Bhushan has written

to PM Narendra Modi seeking CBI director Ranjit Sinha’s removal

and demanding action against him for reportedly abusing his official

position to protect the accused in high profile corruption cases.

Describing the revelations as “shocking’’ Bhushan has alleged

that Sinha had acted in concert with some accused in cases like the

2G scam and the coal scam. Citing the visitor’s register maintained

by ITBP sentries at Sinha’s residence, the letter names ADAG offi-

cials Tony Yesudasan and A N Sethuraman as visitors adding that the

visits happened “contemporaneously’’ with developments where

the CBI director was attempting to destroy the agency’s prosecution

case against accused Reliance and its three officers. TNN

CBI director must go, Bhushan tells PM

New Delhi: The man whose

PIL led the Supreme Court to

lay down a fixed tenure for the

CBI director now wants a re-

view of the rule in the light of

a raging controversy sur-

rounding Ranjit Sinha, the in-

cumbent chief of the agency.

Journalist-turned-activist

Vineet Narain has urged the SC

to send Sinha on leave if he fails

to resign over the allegations,

based on a visitors’ list, that he

met some people who were un-

der the agency’s probe in vari-

ous cases, at his home.

“The recent exposures of

CBI director’s unethical meet-

ings with the accused persons

and/or their representatives

involved in high-profile cor-

ruption cases have shaken the

nation. Under the circum-

stances, it will be in fitness of

things that Sinha be asked to

proceed on leave forthwith

and/or on moral grounds, he

should resign from his post, so

as to enable ... a free and fair in-

quiry,” says the letter.

Activist urges

SC to ask Sinha

to go on leave

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Former CIC Shailesh Gandhi wants the CBI to be

brought under the ambit of RTI. He said the recent row involving

CBI director Ranjit Sinha highlights the need to hold the agency

accountable under RTI.

“The RTI Act was meant to curb corruption. Exempting CBI

from the Act appears to be encouraging corruption,” he said. As

CIC, while presiding over a case in 2011 where an applicant

sought information on the assets of CBI officials and file notings

made by the CBI chief that the agency had denied, Gandhi had

passed an order bringing the agency under the Act. But the CBI

obtained a stay on it from the Delhi HC. — Anahita Mukherji

Ex-info chief wants CBI under RTI ambit 

New Delhi:Seeking to

facilitate the immigration of

Pakistani Hindus wanting to

stay back in India for fear of

religious persecution back

home, the Union home ministry

has constituted a taskforce

that will monitor and expedite

processing of citizenship and

long-term visa applications for

such applicants.

The taskforce, to be headed

by joint secretary in the home

ministry, will start its work in

two weeks. “Union home

minister Rajnath Singh

reviewed matters relating to

grant of citizenship that takes a

long time for completion of the

entire process. This causes

hardship and difficulties to

applicants, especially to

minorities from neighbouring

countries who are often of poor

economic standing,” a home

ministry release said on Friday. 

MHA sources said the

taskforce will work to grant

citizenship to all Pakistani

Hindus with complete docu-

ments within two months. TNN

Pakistani Hindus to

soon get reprieve 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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New Delhi: In a setback to

CBI’s probe in the coal

blocks allocation scam

cases, a special court has “re-

turned” its chargesheet in a

case involving a Kolkata-

based company, saying it has

failed to give any plausible

explanation on its queries

and reasons for dropping

four accused from it.

The case pertains to allo-

cation of coal blocks to Vini

Iron and Steel Udyog Ltd in

Jharkhand’s Rajhara town

in which its directors and

unknown public servants of

the ministry of coal, govern-

ment of Jharkhand and oth-

ers were made accused in

the FIR lodged by the CBI in

September 2012.

For the full report, log on

to www.timesofindia.com

Coalgate: Court returns

CBI’s chargesheet 
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Navi Mumbai: The political
irony of the Congress and NCP
members holding a massive
protest against their own gov-
ernment to stop the upcoming
toll plaza on the Sion-Panvel
Road was too hard to be missed
on a rain-swept Friday. Over
1,000 protesters sat down on the
main road between Kharghar
and Kamothe, completely
blocking traffic on both sides
for 90 minutes. The blockade
was cleared only after chief
minister Prithviraj Chavan
himself assured the protesters
that he will try to resolve the toll
issue on Saturday morning.

Congress MLA from Panvel,
Prashant Thakur, who has been
campaigning against the set-

ting up of the new toll booths at
Kamothe and Kharghar, told
the media: “I will take my resig-
nation letter along while meet-
ing the CM on Saturday, just in
case the toll problem is not re-
solved. It’s ridiculous to charge
toll, especially from locals who
regularly use the road.”

The protesters also prevent-
ed the police when they tried 
to detain their leader, MLA
Prashant Thakur, for causing a
traffic jam. 

Eventually, DCP (zone 2)
Sanjay Yenpure had to call up
the chief minister and he in
turn spoke to Thakur.

PWD executive engineer
(Kurla division) Ramesh Aga-
wane said, “The contractor con-
cerned of the two new toll pla-
zas will not stop the

construction work as the PWD
has not received any such notifi-
cation from the government.
Congress leaders are mainly de-
manding an exemption of toll
charges for vehicles bearing

Ajit Pawar had earlier suggest-
ed that no one should be charged
toll on the renovated Sion-Pan-
vel road, and that the Cidco
must pay Rs 1,200 crore from its
kitty to the road contractor. 

Considering that the as-
sembly elections are three
months away, Saturday’s meet
will be crucial.

“This is indeed a funny foot-
ball match of the government
versus its own party members.
The common man can easily
make out the drama being
played out in the form of toll pro-
tests, only so that they can seek
some votes during the assembly
polls. But we will uncover this
fake toll protest very soon,” 
said Ravi Srivastava, senior 
executive member of Aam Aad-
mi Party.

MH-46 and MH-06 registrations
for those residing in Kamothe,
Kharghar, Kalamboli and Pan-
vel areas.”

In this political football of
one-upmanship, NCP leader

Over 1,000 protesters held up traffic for 90 minutes on Friday

Cong, NCP block Sion-Panvel road toprotest new toll, CM to hold talks today

Mumbai: A sessions court on
Friday convicted two teenagers
on charges of hurting a consta-
ble who had tried to stop them
and another boy from riding tri-
ple seat on a bike last year. But
the two 19-year-olds were not
sentenced and instead released
on a good behaviour bond. 

Public prosecutor Jagan-
nath Kenjalkar said the convicts
were not sent to prison consider-
ing their age, nature of the inju-
ry caused to the constable and
the fact that they had no other
criminal antecedents. 

The third rider was a minor
at the time of the incident on
April 24, 2013, and is undergoing
proceedings before the Juvenile
Justice Board. On the day of the
incident, traffic constable Nitin
Nalawade was stationed at a
spot in Vikhroli when he saw the
accused Kasim Mansuri and As-
lam Shaikh and the minor on
the bike. They had not worn hel-
mets and Nalawade attempted to
stop them. The accused kicked
the constable after which he was
dragged for a few meters, before
the trio fled. Nalawade sus-
tained injuries on his chest, leg
and hand. The Vikhroli police
later arrested the accused. 

2 teens convicted
for hurting cop,
freed on good

behaviour bond
Rebecca.Samervel@timesgroup.comMumbai: Crusaders of eye do-

nation now want the state to
bring in a regulation wherein
there is a ‘presumed consent’
in medico-legal cases to re-
trieve corneas from the de-
ceased. Experts say harvesting
of eyeballs does not affect the
findings of an autopsy, and so-
ciety will benefit immensely
from young donors.

A PIL has been filed in the
Bombay high court seeking a
change of Section 6 of the
Transplantation of Human Or-
gans Act to facilitate the re-
trieval of corneas in medico-le-
gal cases without any additi-
onal legal hassles. While the
law does speak of such a provi-
sion, it has left it completely to
the “satisfaction” of the com-
petent authority to decide
whether or not the deceased
had any objection to it. But doc-
tors are afraid to authorize re-
moval fearing backlash, ques-
tions or just plain apathy.

Jaswant Mehta, chairman
of Eye Bank Coordination &
Research Centre, has filed the
PIL asking for tweaking of
words in the Act. “Just by re-
placing terms like ‘provided
that he is satisfied’ to ‘unless he

has reasons to believe, the Act
can become more effective. The
law already allows removal of
corneas in medico-legal cas-
es,” Mehta told TOI, adding
young corneas are most viable
for transplantation.

Certain states in the US had
brought in the concept of ‘pre-
sumed consent’ over the last
two decades following which,

trieve corneas from the 35,589
autopsies performed in four
major city hospitals between
2007 and 2011. Sion hospital
dean Dr Avinash Supe said it’s
arational idea but may be diffi-
cult to implement. “Emotional
families may not like the idea of
corneas being removed with-
out informing them. The idea
has to be accepted first.” 

Mehta claimed, cornea trans-
plants gained momentum the-
re. “Compared to 6,000 eye do-
nations in 1967, the figure in the
US jumped to 83,758 in 1987.
They practically have no wait-
ing list today,” he said. In Mum-
bai, over 1,200 people are wait-
ing for a cornea transplant.
They could have benefited had
doctors made an effort to re-

PIL pushes for presumed consent for
eye donation in medico-legal cases

KEM
Hosp

Sion
Hosp

Nair
Hosp

JJ
Hosp

TIMES VIEW: Changing the law, to make harvesting of corneas easier, makes sense. This can be considered to be just an extension of the push that we have seen from government agencies when it comes to cadaver donation. Raising awareness levels is all very good but the law, too, needs to be tweaked to make it easier for willing donors.

Deaths Cornea retrieved

Law in India | Section
6 of the Human Organs 
Transplant Act provides 
that when a body is
sent for autopsy, the 
person competent to 
give permission for 
removal of any organ 
has to authorize removal 
of corneas. Also, he has 
to ensure the deceased 
had not expressed, 
before his death, any 

objection to his organs 
being used, or revoked 
any such authority

Law in other countries 
In some US states, the 
chief medical examiner 
can remove the cornea 
without legal formality, 
unless there is a pre-
recorded objection from 
the kin of the deceased.
Poland, Philippines also 
have this law
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WHAT THE LAW STATESCORNEA HARVESTING 
IN MAJOR HOSPS

Sumitra.Debroy@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Raj Thackeray on
Friday exhorted his followers
to renew their contact with vot-
ers and take up popular issues
ahead of the assembly election.

“Go back to the people,” the
MNS chief said. “Find out
their problems. Help them
solve their problems. You
should have livewire contact
with people at the grassroot
level across Maharashtra.”

He was speaking at a meet-
ing of the party student wing.

Emphasising the role of
young karyakartas in politics,
Thackeray spoke of the chang-

es sweeping the country. 
“Young citizens are eager to

shape the nation’s future,” he
said. “The MNS workers
should be the conduit of this
transformation.”

Thackeray’s son, Amit, was
present at the meeting.

In his 40-minute speech,
Thackeray cautioned party
workers against the growing
influence of social media and
its mercurial character. Citing
Narendra Modi’s instance, he
said that although the PM engi-
neered a massive win thanks
largely to so-
cial media,
he was
now be-
ing tar-
geted by
netizens
for price
rise and in-
crease in rail
tariff.

Raj asks MNS to get
in touch with voters

Mumbai: A year after the de-
mise of the Mafatlal family ma-
triarch, a dispute between her
son and daughter-in-law is all
set to erupt
once again
in the Bom-
bay high
court. The
fight is not
between
Atulya Ma-
fatlal and
his socialite
wife, Sheetal. The war that still
rages on is between Ajay Mafat-
lal and his sister-in-law Sheetal. 

The 57-year-old Ajay
dragged Sheetal and her lawyer
to court after a magistrate in
May rejected a closure report
filed last year by the police in an
IPC Section 498-A cruelty case
filed against him by her. Calling
the magistrate’s order “per-
verse and mechanical” and
lacking any application of
mind, he said the Girgaum ma-
gistrate had no powers to ac-
cept a protest petition filed by

Sheetal’s lawyer without her
name and signature.

His petition filed this
month says important points of
law ought to be addressed by
the high court. It says that

when the
law itself
does not al-
low anyone
other than
the complai-
nant or first
informant
to file a pro-
test petition

against a closure report in a
cruelty case, how could the ma-
gistrate entertain such a pet-
ition that lacked Sheetal’s
name and signature on it and
was filed instead by her lawyer
in his own name and signature
amonth before the rejection.

The police had filed a C-
Summary closure report in Au-
gust after informing the high
court in June last year that it
would do so in Sheetal’s cruelty
complaint. The report was in fa-
vour of the late matriarch, Ajay
and his sister Gayatri.

Ajay Mafatlal drags
sis-in-law to court

Swati.Deshpande@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s delayed deci-
sion to continue with Prithviraj
Chavan as the chief minister is
being viewed as a major setback
to his Congress rivals led by in-
dustries minister Narayan
Rane as well as the NCP led by
Sharad Pawar. 

Chavan had a brief meeting
with Gandhi on Wednesday and
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday.

“Chavan will continue as the
CM of Maharashtra and the en-
suing assembly polls will be con-
tested under his leadership,”
AICC general secretary Mohan
Prakash said on Friday. “Now
we are in the process of setting
up a state-level manifesto and
campaign committee. We have
geared up for the polls and we
are sure to win.”

A senior Congress cabinet
member said a proposal to re-

place Chavan was dropped after
it was found that it was too late to
do so as only a short time was left
for the assembly election and
that there was no leader of his
stature who had a clean image. 

“Chavan was able to retain
his job owing to the TINA [there
is no alternative] factor,” the
minister said.

the only leader to call on Sonia
Gandhi to press his demand,
submitting that it would not be
possible to contest the assembly
election under Chavan’s leader-
ship. Rane was followed by a sec-
tion of senior cabinet members,
but they never came out openly
despite camping in New Delhi
for Chavan’s removal.

When a high-level commit-
tee headed by A K Antony sum-
moned state leaders to ascertain
their views on the Congress per-
formance in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, almost all state leaders de-
posed against Chavan, saying
the party lost the polls because
of his casual approach. 

NCP also tried to get the CM
replaced. Though Sharad Pa-
war denied it, there were re-
ports that in a meeting with An-
tony and Sonia Gandhi’s
political advisor Ahmed Patel
on seat-sharing, a change of
leadership in the state was also
discussed.

A day after the humiliating
defeat of the Congress in the
Lok Sabha election, Chavan’s ri-
vals comprising Rane, agricul-
ture minister Radhakrishna
Vikhe Patil, revenue minister
Balasaheb Thorat and coopera-
tion minister Harshwardhan
Patil quietly launched a cam-
paign for his removal. Rane was

Lack of time and alternative behind
Cong move to keep Chavan in chairPrafulla.Marpakwar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The mention of a
spend of around Rs 60,000
crore on transport and infras-
tructure projects in cities
across the country could spell
good news for big-ticket pro-
jects in and around Mumbai,
which have been stuck be-
cause of the Centre’s unwil-
lingness to dish out funds. 

“To give a push to projects

amid the slow economy, Cen-
tre’s finance will play a key
role,” said a senior state gov-
ernment official.

State officials are confident
of wrangling money for the
viability-gap funding of four
major projects: Coastal roads,
Nhava-Sewri Trans Harbour
Link, Navi Mumbai interna-
tional airport and Mumbai-
Goa Highway widening work.

The coastal roads project-
—between Versova and Ban-

dra, and between Worli and
Nariman Point—could be the
biggest beneficiary in the city
as such projects have more
chances of getting funds
through the kitty allocated for
road development, said a state
official. The project requires
environmental clearance to re-
claim coastal area at some
places, and for this the envi-
ronment Act needs to be
amended. The project also
needs around Rs 4,000 crore. 

The Mumbai Trans Har-
bour Link, a 22-km sea link be-
tween Nhava and Sewri, also
has the potential to win more
funds, said MMRDA officials.
Though the Centre has decid-
ed to help with 20% of the total
Rs 10,000 crore, the state aims
to get 30% more. “We might ap-
proach the Centre to push the
project,” said an official, add-
ing that bids had failed thrice
in the past over lack of attrac-
tive financing. 

While the Centre has to
waive off several taxes and of-
fer financial aid to make the
Navi Mumbai international
airport project financially at-
tractive for domestic and for-
eign investors and infrastruc-
ture firms, it is also supposed
to release a part of the Rs 5,000-
crore allotted for four-laning
380km of the 400km Mumbai
Goa Highway—from Indapur
in Raigad up to Malwan near
the Goa border.

Budget nod to spend
on infra can unlock

stuck projects in city
Chittaranjan.Tembhekar

@timesgroup.com

Besides providing funds, the Centre
also has to waive off several taxes
for the Navi Mumbai airport project 

METRO DIGEST

Police commissioners of 
six Indian cities, including

Mumbai police commissioner
Rakesh Maria, will be meeting
with the police chiefs of over
12 international cities at an
event in London to chalk out
common strategies to counter
terror attacks in urban areas. 

Maria to attend global
anti-terror meet in UK

The anti-corruption bureau
has booked a senior Mhada

clerk, Siddhi Sawant, and a
subordinate, Anand Gawli, for
demanding bribes of Rs 1.5
lakh and Rs 200 respectively,
to clear the allotment of a flat
to a mill worker. 

Mhada staffer asks
for ̀̀ 1.5L bribe, booked

After a delegation of television
and film producers met po-

lice commissioner Rakesh Maria
in connection with problems in
securing permissions for outdoor
shoots, the traffic police have
announced a single-window
system to localize permissions. 

1-window system for
outdoor shoot permits

The Goregaon police arrested
a man, Mohammad Z A Khan,

on charges of raping his ex-
girlfriend (29). The accused had
been in a relationship with the
complainant since 2006 and had
allegedly lured her into a
physical relationship after
promising her marriage. 

Man held for rape 

The Pydhonie police on
Friday arrested a man,

Irman Afridi (39), for ramming
his car into four bikes near
Minara Masjid. The accused
was said to be under the
influence of alcohol. 

Car hits 4 bikes, 1 held 

The Dahisar Malayali Sama-
jam will hold a free ayurvedic

medical check-up camp on
Sunday at Anand Nagar. The
doctors hail from the century-old
Kottakkal Arya Vaidya Shala.

Free ayurveda camp 

WEATHER
Sunrise: Sun: 0608hrs
Sunset:Sat: 1919hrs
Forecast: Frequent
spells of rain & show-
ers will occur in the city
& suburbs. Few heavy
spells likely. Max &
min temps will be

around 28 deg °C & 25
°C. Relative humidity:

Colaba 97%, Santa Cruz 86% 
Friday’s rainfall: Colaba 38mm
Santa Cruz 62mm Season’s total
rainfall: Colaba 659mm 
Santa Cruz 602mm

26.6°/
24.5°

26.8°/
24.6°

Colaba

Santa Cruz

Vijay SIngh & George Mendonca | TNN
KK Choudhary

Ajay Mafatlal and (R) Sheetal Mafatlal

Ambarish. Mishra@timesgroup.com

CM Prithviraj Chavan on Friday admitted that infightingbetween Congress and NCP aspirants resulted in theirworking against one another in the recent LokSabha election. He said the BJP marketedNarendra Modi as if he were a commercialproduct such as soap or toothpaste. Yet, heagreed that people refuse a bad product even if itis marketed well. 
Chavan said his party would study thecampaign strategy of the BJP, which ran on the lines of the USpresidential election. Addressing a press conference, Chavansaid his party would try to use the big data analysis used by theBJP in the LS election. He was silent on whether he would fight theupcoming assembly election. TNN

‘Cong, NCP aspirants tripped one another’

Mumbai: The city’s hospitality
industry, including bars, restau-
rants and hotels, are upset with
the Centre for ignoring their de-
mand to abolish the service tax
being levied over and above the
VAT, in the Union Budget.

“Restaurant owners across
India, including those in Mum-
bai, are protesting against the
service tax being levied on them
over and above the VAT as it hits
business and also consumers.
We had urged the NDA govern-
ment to remove the double taxa-
tion imposed by the UPA gov-
ernment, but the budget has not
given any relief,” said Arvind
Shetty, Ahar president.

The UPA government had
imposed 12.36% service tax on
all partly or fully AC restau-
rants, which is charged on 40%
of the total bill. Already VAT of
12.5% is charged on the entire
bill amount. 

The Kerala high court has
held levy of service tax by the
Parliament to be unconstitutio-
nal after hearing a petition by
hoteliers challenging the consti-
tutional validity of service tax
on restaurants licensed to serve
liquor—a provision introduced
by the Finance Act, 2011. A simi-
lar petition has been filed in the
Bombay HC by hoteliers in the
state. A decision is awaited. TNN

No rollback of service
tax, hoteliers upset 

The city BJP urged governor K
Sankaranarayanan on Friday

to ensure that PM Narendra
Modi’s portrait was put up in
every state government office. In
amemorandum, city BJP general
secretary Amarjeet Mishra said
no state government office was
following the protocol. TNN

‘PM pics not put up’ 
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Healthy 
  Living
Eating is not only an art, cooking and choosing food are 

sciences that are very vital for the proper functioning 
of your body. What is life without spice, and what is 

wealth without health?
Remember that your mind is directly connected to the food 

you eat. So in order to have a fit body, you must also have a 
fit mind, and that can be possible only if you strive to eat 
well. 

The food that we eat is a very important tool in our 
aspirations for a fit body, mind and intellect equipment. 
What you eat literally adds or subtracts from your health 
quotient. So, be mindful of what you ingest, as it affects even 
the way you think. In Vedic times, food was considered an 
important facet of the daily grind of each human being. 
Traditionally, India has kept up with the trend to eat healthy 
food, so everything an Indian eats, he does so with the most 
important issue of health in his mind.

Good food not only needs to look good, it should also taste 
good. A healthy meal is one that balances out all the different 
minerals, foods, proteins and fats that the body needs to 
function well. We also tend to give up fats totally from our 
diet. But the truth is that certain fats are very necessary for 
the proper functioning of the body.

Vitamins and minerals are very important, and you get 
them in good measure from vegetables and fruits. For the 

protein in your diet, you can eat the whites of an egg, but it 
has been proven that animal protein is not necessary for the 
protein content required in our bodies. Since our intestines 
are not that long, humans have been trained to be vegetarian 
since a very long historical time. 

You can get your protein in-take from sprouts, lentils and 
pulses, which are very healthy if sprouted. You can make 
salads and curries with sprouts in mind. It is noteworthy that 
they also taste very good. You should also remember to use 
spices which have proven to be very useful in all types of 
bodily infections. 

Turmeric, ginger, cinnamon, basil, thyme, the list is endless. 
Spices increase the metabolism of your body and most of 
them are highly useful against inflammations of any kind. 

Fruits are also important, and you should have a bowlful 
of various fruits everyday. The importance of cereals is also 
worth mentioning. While whole wheat cereals are ideal for 
virtually any body type, certain processed cereals do have 
plenty of reasons to be avoided. Processed food, inorganic 
food, food with labels, organically modified foods, and foods 
with a lot of pesticides are very bad for health. 

Brown rice, or rice with a partial husk is also very god for 
your body. It not only fills you up, but it also provides all the 
nutrition value your body requires. So eat well and work well. 
That should be your goal as you add on the years.

by Neha Singh
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For hotels to expand their customer 
base, they need to now increasingly 
depend upon social media and use 

mobile apps to reach consumers. The 
mobile telecom boom in India is an ideal 
opportunity for the hotel industry to 
increase contact with customers, which 
aids in brand development based on 
decisions made according to demand and 
feedback. While almost all hotels now 
have websites and at least one social 
media channel, many have yet to adopt 
mobile technology. This puts them at risk 
for being left behind as customers seek 
lodging sites they can access while on the 
go. Ensuring that hotel businesses are not 
only optimized for search engines but also 
have mobile apps for android and non-
android devices is important for brands to 
remain competitive.

For several years, about half of all local 
searches have been conducted using 
mobile technology. In the first quarter of 
2014, searches on mobile devices 
surpassed desktop internet searches. This 

suggests that mobile apps are not just a 
convenience anymore, they are necessary 
for hotels to remain in business. Customers 
now expect to find the information for 
which they search whenever they have to 
urge to access it. This generation is all 
about spontaneity and obtaining desired 
information immediately, on the spot. As 
far as the internet is concerned, they do 
not generally believe in the notion of 
delayed gratification.

Remaining competitive means pleasing 
all segments of the population. Research 
shows that many people searching for 
lodging often wait until they are already 
traveling before looking for hotels. 
Therefore, mobile apps are critical for 
attracting new business. Additionally, 
consumers today expect to remain in a 
relationship with the businesses they use 
most. This means they can continue 
interacting with businesses sites from 
anywhere, on any device, at any time. 
Hotels that do not meet the needs will find 
themselves struggling to maintain 
customer loyalty and to attract new 
consumers.

Another important function of mobile 
apps is obtaining feedback. Most 
consumers who provide information 
about their satisfaction with a hotel, do so 
using mobile devices immediately after 
checking out. Many people also use mobile 
apps to complete what they consider non-
crucial tasks while moving around. While 
they may not take the time to provide 
detailed information about their 
satisfaction with their stay after returning 
home, they will do so while on the run.

Restaurants and Hotels need a 
comprehensive social media strategy 
which includes mobile apps in order to 
ensure repeat business, to attract new 
customers and to receive feedback 
regarding customer’s response to their 
stay. Establishments that don’t provide the 
impetus for the public to access their 
social media sites and ensure continuous 
customer engagement will quickly find 
their bottom line negatively affected. 
While it may be necessary to hire a 
technology consultant to construct a 
mobile platform, the results will justify the 
costs.

Mobile Apps and on-line ordering can 
help Indian restaurant industry grow
by G. Subramanian
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North Indian, Mughlai and 
Indian-Chinese surging ahead

20

A survey of Indian diners some months ago proved 
Chinese, Mughlai and North Indian delicacies to top the 
tastes of casual and frequent Indian diners. The reason is 
simple: Mughlai and North Indian dishes are available for 
both, vegetarians and non-vegetarians and can mostly be 
eaten with a variety of Indian breads such as roti, naan, 
paratha, kulcha and others.

 North Indian food itself is a fusion of various cuisines- 
from deep valleys and slopes of the Himalayas to sandy 
deserts of Rajasthan, lush green fields of Uttar Pradesh 
and robust landscapes of Punjab. It also draws shades 
from the Mughlai cuisine which was introduced into India 
by the Mughal rulers around 600 years ago. The Mughals 
trace back their origin to parts of the erstwhile Soviet 
Union and their diet was based on the large selection of 
grains, meats, spices and fruits available through the 
empire. Iranians, Turks, Arabs and Afghans also influenced 
North Indian cuisine.  Arriving in ancient India as traders 
or invaders, settlers from these countries brought in their 
rich culinary styles and adapted them to make best use 
of indigenously available produce such as basmati rice.

 The same can be said for what popularly sells in India 
as Chinese food. Though original, ethnic Chinese food is 
rather bland albeit healthy, the stuff sold in India is barely 
Chinese and draws little or no influence from the land of 

the dragon. The Indian-Chinese food is a fusion of what 
settlers from the Far East made with indigenous produce 
of the country. The hard working Chinese community in 
cities such as Kolkata prepared original Chinese food for 
their compatriots. However, with rapid urbanization, 
these Chinese settlers spread their businesses to other 
parts of India going as far as deep down south. To adapt 
to local tastes and palates, they adapted the ethnic 
Chinese cuisine to offer a more pungent, spicy flavor 
preferred by Indians. Over the years, Indian-Chinese food 
became a cuisine in its own right. While original Chinese 
cuisine does not consist of breads, those in India prepared 
dishes with gravy that can be eaten with an assortment 
of Indian bread.

The reasons these three cuisines remain popular 
among Indian diners are simple to understand. Most 
Udipi style restaurants feature Indian-Chinese, Mughlai 
and North Indian dishes on their menu. A large number 
of these dishes come with richly prepared curries and 
gravies or sauces. They can be easily consumed with 
bread. North Indians also spread their cuisine to other 
parts of the world by opening traditional ‘dhabas’ in 
places as distant as the US and Australia. With the younger 
population continuing to remain large spenders on eating 
out, these trends in food are set to continue.

by S. Suchithra





20 trends force  
industry to innovateHealth

A 
nationwide movement toward healthier eating is 
forcing restaurants to mix in new ingredients, panelists 
said.

As guests evolve and adopt different eating habits, 
restaurant operators are best served to monitor trends closely and 
then innovate their offerings to meet consumer needs.

A nationwide movement toward healthier eating is forcing 
restaurants and their suppliers to tweak their strategies and mix 
in new ingredients, according to experts on a panel at the recent 
show titled, “Winning Through Food: How Food Innovation Has 
Become Top Restaurant Companies’ Weapon Of Choice.”

“Innovation is doing something you haven’t seen before or doing 
something that hasn’t been done that way before,” said Greg 
Dollarhyde, CEO of Veggie Grill, a chain of fast-casual restaurants 
based in Santa Monica, CA, that offers a 100 percent plant-based 
menu. “Imagine trying to make craveable food 100 percent out of 
plants—no mayonnaise, no eggs, nothing.”

Before Veggie Grill, Dollarhyde worked with T.G.I. Friday’s, where 
he said the chain began serving potato skins before any other 
restaurant was doing potato skins. Friday’s also added fajitas early 
on, which Dollarhyde said led to a Tex-Mex trend nationwide.

“Innovation can start whole industries,” he said. “For example, 
yogurt recently was re-innovated. Was the yogurt that much 
better? Sort of, but the innovation came from doing it fresher.”

At Donatos Pizza, innovation is used to ensure the 150-unit 
company stays consistent with its product. Jane Grote Abell, 
chairwoman of the board at Donatos, said her father invented a 
device to ensure pepperoni is cut at the exact same thickness each 
time.

“How do you keep the quality the same so the customer has 
same experience again and again?” Abell asked.

A big challenge the panelist said the industry faces is determining 

how far out to look when measuring trends. While it’s important 
to stay nimble and tweak menus to adapt, it’s also critical for 
restaurants to have a long-term strategy of between five and 10 
years, Abell said.

For example, Donatos is latching on to the current bacon craze 
by promoting bacon as a topping and including it in more menu 
items. But at the same time they are acknowledging the overall 
healthy eating trend and are serving a gluten-free “take and bake” 
pizza as well as setting a goal to reduce the amount of sodium in 
Donatos products.

“Our five-year strategic plan is to make sure we are doing things 
to make our products healthier for consumers,” Abell said. “I want 
my kids to eat our pizza and feel healthy about it.”

At Jamba Juice, innovation goes past the food menu and into all 
areas of the 800-unit company, according to chief innovation officer 
Susan Shields. Jamba Juice recently held a company-wide 
innovation challenge fair where each department presented ways 
to meet customer needs better, faster or more completely.

Shields said Jamba Juice typically looks out about two years 
when monitoring trends. Recently, the company noticed a rising 
popularity of coconut water and a general trend toward healthy 
“mocktails.” So it introduced a pina colada coconut fruit refresher 
“that is taking off,” Shields said.

“We had to order more coconut water,” she said. “We were 
listening to the consumer and were nimble enough to adapt.”

Dollarhyde suggested restaurant operators extend their 
innovation to their supply partners and allow partners to do some 
of the improving as well.

“There is a lot of innovation going on in plant-based foods,” he 
said, including “an amazing almond milk-based brie.”

“Let your manufacturer do your innovating for you,” Dollarhyde 
advised.

by S. Suchithra





India is fast emerging 
globally as one of the 
largest market for Ready 
to Eat and Ready to Cook 

foods. A glance at the shelves 
or any superstore or the 
neighborhood grocer will bear 
ample testimony to this fact: 
the number of brands offering 
Ready To Cook noodles, soups, 
rice preparations, curries, spices 
and other stuff has grown 
exponentially. And so has the 
number of Ready to Eat food 
including plain, stuffed, spiced 
‘parathas’, ‘samosas’ and other 
traditional Indian curries and 
gravies.

The country is no stranger to 
Ready To Eat and Ready To Cook 
foods. The story dates back to 

1970s when the Maharashtra 
Agriculture and Food 
Corporation, commonly known 
as Mafco, launched an array of 
sausages, salami, ham and 
other products on a large scale 
in metros such as Mumbai and 
Pune. Also available in those 
years were Ready To Eat 
products such as Chicken-
Tomato Paste which made 
yummie sandwiches. Earlier, 
these categories of foods were 
offered by smaller, lone 
operators with outlets in 
specific areas of Mumbai and 
other cities.

Though Mafco can be 
considered a pioneer in India’s 
Ready To Eat and Ready To Cook 
food business, the nation, with 
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by S. Suchithra

India emerging fast as 
Ready To Eat, Ready 
To Cook food market



its diverse heritage has several 
dishes, especially sweets and 
savories that can be conjured 
up in a ziffy.

Mafco’s success was followed 
by many others across India. In 
mid 1980s, Nestle, a global 
giant launched Maggie noodles. 
This was fiercely competed by 
other brands, with some of 
them offering noodles in 
Styrofoam cups. While Maggie 
noodles required some basic 
preparation, the cup noodles 
came with sachets of flavor. All 
one had to do was pour boiling 
water into the cup containing 
noodles and the flavor mix, 
wait a couple of minutes and 
relish the hot, spicy, soup and 
noodle. Soon, more and more 
brands followed as India 
opened its economy to Multi 
National Companies (MNCs) 
who introduced a wide range of 
Ready To Eat and Ready To Cook 
foods.

Statistics reveal that the 
Ready To Eat and Ready To Cook 
food market currently stands at 
around Rs 3,000 Crore. However, 

this figure is highly debatable 
and could be much higher since 
several local operators have 
emerged in the market offering 
products such as Ready To Cook 
dosa and idli mixtures, puffed 
rice, bhel-puri and other 
traditional dishes.

There are several reasons why 
the Ready To Eat and Ready To 
Cook food segment is 
witnessing a strong growth. 
One of them is migration. With 
rural pockets of India producing 
a large number of highly 
qualified persons, India has 
witnessed a migration of 
younger people from rural 
areas to urban and semi-urban 
localities for employment or 
business. Left with a choice of 
dining out daily or cooking 
themselves, these young people 
prefer Ready To Eat and Ready 
To Cook foods often 
supplemented by some fresh 
preparations.

Higher literacy rates 
among women and 
the dependence on 
extra income caused by 

scorching prices of living in 
cities has caused both spouses 
to work. In such a scenario, 
Ready To Cook and Ready To Eat 
foods provide the easiest 
solution to feed a family and 
meet its nutritional demands. 
The exposure to foreign brands 
has also influenced Indian taste-
buds as more and more people 
try and get taste of ‘phoren’ 
foods.

With these trends continuing 
to flourish, the Ready To Eat 
and Ready To Cook food 
business will witness an 
unprecedented boom in coming 
years. Whether the small and 
medium restaurateurs are ready 
to deal with this boom by 
offering fresh food at 
competitive prices remains a 
big question.
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Marriott International Launches 
CANVAS, A Global Concept Lab 
for Food and Beverage industry 
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In a move to harness the passion of a generation of 
food and drink entrepreneurs, Marriott International 
is launching CANVAS. The first-of-its-kind hotel 

industry program is a global incubator that will help 
hungry entrepreneurs realize their vision for amazing food 
and drink concepts in the company’s hotels. The program 
builds on Marriott’s entrepreneurial heritage dating back 
to 1927 when the company’s founder J. Willard Marriott 
opened a nine seat A&W root beer stand in Washington, 
DC.

In a recent announcement, the company is inviting 
entrepreneurs, chefs, bartenders and artisans around the 
world to visit www.canvas-startup.com and pitch a food or 
drink concept for a select group of Marriott hotels, 
beginning with the JW Marriott Shenzhen (China) and 
Renaissance Phoenix Downtown. During the next six 
months, the number of locations will grow to approximately 
a dozen hotels across the globe. Committees of local 
restaurateurs, foodies, hotel owners and restaurant/bar 
experts will determine which entrepreneurs demonstrate 
the creativity, savvy and sound business plans to benefit 
most from this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Marriott 
will kick start the winning restaurant and bar concepts 
with resources, space, and expert support needed to 
flourish, while maintaining the autonomy of each winner 
to fully realize their vision. Upon six months of operations, 
each concept will be evaluated for success based on 
popularity and return on investment.  

By taking a nimble, bottom-up approach, these proofs of 
concept are the first step in a renewed strategy to position 
Marriott as the premier platform for launching locally 
relevant, distinctive food and beverage experiences. As the 
program expands, Marriott will be able to attract, motivate 
and retain more talent, therefore creating a robust food and 
beverage idea pipeline. The goal of CANVAS is to deliver 
new and exciting restaurant concepts more quickly than 
the current hotel industry model. 

In addition, CANVAS furthers Marriott’s focus on the next 
generation of customers for whom discovering local culture 
and cuisine play a pivotal role, both in everyday life and in 
travel. It is estimated that Millennials will comprise half of 
business travel spending by the year 2020, according to 
Forbes. 

“We believe the key ingredient of CANVAS is to marry 

the best ideas of local entrepreneurs with Marriott’s 
resources, space and capital that will transform ambition 
into action right inside our hotels,” said Wolfgang 
Lindlbauer, global leader, Food & Beverage. “Just like travel, 
food and drink experiences today are about indulgence and 
discovery for modern travelers and local clientele alike, to 
savor, enjoy and share.”  

In a nod to the wildly successful Project Greenlight, 
Marriott will chronicle the dramatic journeys many of the 
individual winners face as they take their idea from a 
dream to reality in a series of documentary- style 
webisodes. From the determination to craft and submit a 
business plan, to the elation of being chosen a winner, to 
the challenges the winners face as they build and design 
their restaurant concept in partnership with Marriott, to 
the crescendo of opening night and welcoming the first 
guests.

Many people may not realize but Marriott’s roots are in 
entrepreneurial food and beverage. With the advent of cold 
weather that year, Mr. Marriott and his wife Alice, who had 
learned how to make tamales and chili con carne from a 
cook at the nearby Mexican Embassy, began selling hot 
food that would later inspire a name change. The newly 
minted Hot Shoppes rapidly grew in popularity throughout 
the mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. well before the company 
opened its first hotel in 1957.

by Staff Reporter
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Beer chain 
\’The Beer Cafe\’ 

plans to open 75 more 
outlets, taking the 

number of shops to 100 in 
next two years, as parts 

of its plans to expand 
reach across the 

country.

‘The Beer Cafe’ to open 75 
more outlets in next 2 years

Beer chain \’The Beer 
Cafe\’ plans to open 75 more outlets, 
taking the number of shops to 100 in 
next two years, as parts of its plans to 
expand reach across the country.

Beer chain ‘The Beer Cafe’ plans to 
open 75 more outlets, taking the 

number of shops to 100 in next 
two years, as parts of its plans 
to expand reach across the 
country.

At present, The Beer Cafe 
has 25 outlets in Delhi, NCR, 
Mumbai, Pune, Chandigarh, 

among other places.
“In next two years time, the 

number of our outlets will cross 
100 mark,” said  The Beer Cafe, 

Founder and CEO Rahul Singh .
Asked how much investment will be 

required to open new outlets, Singh 
said on an average, an outlet requires 
capital expenditure of Rs 70 to Rs 90 
lakh depending upon location for 

opening.
“This fiscal, we will be opening 15 

new outlets,” he said.
The beer chain will focus on opening 

its new shops at Delhi, NCR, Punjab, 
Mumbai, Bangalore and Chennai, he 
said.

“In Punjab, we will add new outlets 
in Ludhiana, Mohali, Jalandhar and 
Khanna,” he said.

Asked about size of the market, 
Singh said the size of Pubs, Bars, Clubs 
and Lounges (PBCL) segment, under 
which beer business falls, stood at 
about Rs 8,000 crore last year and it 
was expected to grow to Rs 13,500 
crore in next five years.

Post expansion, the company eyes a 
topline of Rs 250 crore including 25-
30 per cent sales from food.

“In the current fiscal, our sales are 
expected to reach Rs 65 crore,” he said.

“It will be the only cafe in India with 
a range of 50 different varieties of beer 
from across 17 countries in the world,” 
he said.

The Beer Cafe
by Staff Reporter
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India is currently 
witnessing a beverage 
revolution of sorts. 
While all-time 

favorites, tea and coffee 
continue to dominate the 
industry, the trend 
towards better health has 
encouraged consumption 
of nutrient loaded drinks 
such as ‘lassi’ and ‘chaas’, 
fruit juices, milk shakes 
and health drinks, malted 
beverages and grain meal  
based drinks.

Consequently, most 
restaurants now have 
broadened the spectrum of 
beverages they serve. Most 
restaurants in metros 
including Mumbai now 
feature a juice stall where 
diners can order a fresh 
cocktail of various fruit 
juices or of the fruit or 

vegetable of their choice. 
Those who have their 
breakfast at restaurants 
prefer malted beverages 
and milk shakes due to 
their nutritional values. 
Trends indicate, a bulk of 
diners prefer beverages 
during their meals hence, 
shifting the trend in favor 
of fresh juices, ‘lassi’ and 
‘chaas’.

The trend is expected to 
continue over the years 
thanks to higher literacy 
rates and increased 
awareness of health 
among Indians. The surge 
in Indian economy has led 
people towards sedentary 
lifestyles. Use of own 
vehicles has increased and 
online shopping has made 
life more comfortable. As a 
result, the overall effort 
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Juice 
ItUp

by Staff Reporter

exerted by Indians in 
urban centers has 
dropped drastically. With 
less free time to spend on 
exercising or jogging, the 
urban folk are increasingly 
seen controlling their diet 
by replacing fattening 
foods with healthy ones 
such as fruit juices. With 
bumper harvests of fruits, 
juices have come within 
easy reach of the working 
class.

The Indian diner has also 
developed refined tastes 
while dining out. With 
social taboos related to 
alcohol vanishing over the 
years, women too are 
consuming specially made 
beverages that are a mix 
of liquor and fruit juice. 

This in turn has led to 

more and more chic bars 
and restaurants opening 
in cities and semi-urban 
areas. Restaurateurs have 
responded to this demand 
with equal gusto. Several 
seedy neighborhood bars 
have invested heavily in 
refurbishment and facelift 
of their premises to make 
them more appealing to 
families and the younger 
generation to enjoy 
alcoholic drinks in the 
company of friends. This, 
in turn has led to a surge 
in advertising of liquor 
brands across the board. 
Though liquor ads are 
banned in India, 
manufacturers advertize 
their products using 
proxies such as mineral 
water and the likes.

The opening of the 

liquor segment has seen 
most major foreign 
brands make deep inroads 
into the Indian market. 
The discerning diner is 
now aware of various 
types of wines, flavors of 
alcoholic drinks and 
choices available, forcing 
restaurateurs and bar 
owners to offer a wider 
choice. Major imported 
brands can be seen vying 
with their Indian 
counterparts at any 
upscale bar and 
restaurant. 

With a large number of 
youngsters migrating to 
cities and urban centers 
for employment or 
business, these trends in 
beverages are expected to 
continue for several years 
to come.



Wider exposure to international cuisines has led 
Indian to be more experimenting with food.

Food habits, in general are culture specific. 
But in the last few decades dynamic changes have occurred 
due to the fast growing economy, a shift from traditional 
to modern technologies, globalisation, industrialisation, 
constant travels across the world, evolving tastes and 
increased demands for “fast” and processed foods 
throughout our country.

Planning exotic meals, offering food under various 
unique discount schemes and making special menus for 
every occasion has become a culture in the country. In fact 
some believe Indian cuisine has contributed a lot in 
shaping international relations.

Indians have become adventurous with their culinary 
choices, being well travelled and having had the chance to 
savour myriad cuisines. Indian cuisine too has been taking 
on modern flavors and ‘modern Indian’ cuisine is the new 
buzzword in food connoisseurs.

Indians have always been much acquainted with food 
and by each passing day their love for food has become 
stronger and the research shows that the reason why India 
is getting more than a dozen restaurants daily is simple. 
Food business today has become a good area for the 

investors to invest. Be it a recession or growth period- the 
demand for good food will never go down.

The Indian cuisine is almost as diverse as the entire 
European cuisine, because of the four different main 
regional styles: the North Indian cuisine (the regions 
Benaras, Kashmir, Mughlai, Punjab and Rajasthan), the 
South Indian cuisine (regions Andhra, Kannada, Kerala and 
Tamil), East Indian cuisine (regions Assamese and Bengali) 
and Western India cuisine (regions Gujarat, Maharashtrian 
and Malwani). The northern part of India is mostly rural, 
although it contains large cities such as Delhi and Calcutta, 
thus its cuisine is more agricultural than anything, wheat 
being a primary constituent of this region’s dishes. 
Southern regions however trend to be more exotic, spicier 
in their dishes and rice is a constant ingredient in their 
food. To give the taste of their main dishes, North Indians 
use onions and coriander whilst southerners use a more 
exotic coconut base for their dishes.”

Indian food and its taste changes with each passing 
demography and its differences derive from various local 
cultures, geographical locations and economies. Indian 
cuisine is also seasonal and utilises fresh produce. In fact, 
food from one region may actually be totally alien to a 
person from another region.

Evolution of Indian 
Food Connoisseurs

by G. Subramanian
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