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Subject :- Breaches by Prohibition and 
Excise licensee under the 
Bombay Prohibition Act, 1949 
'idion to be tiken for the .... . 

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA 
HOME DEPARTMENT 
NO. FLR 278 111 5-PRO-3, 

klantralaya, Bombay - 400 032 
Dated the 20th Aprrl, 198L 

CIRCULAR 
-----a------ 

A point was raised recently as to wether casts under the bomhay prohibition act, 1949 

should or should not be detacttd and registerd by the police against the licensees holding 

Excise Licence under the bornbay prohibition k t ,  1949 and the rules fiamed thereunder, in 

case there is definite information with the police Department the they are selling types of 

liquor not covered by their lictnes. The position relating to the action requried to be taken by 

the police aginst these licensees has been made very clear in the circular memnrandam 

no.C/5414f7J7 dated 4' May 1074 issue by the Inspector senera1 of police, hhharashtra shta, 

Bombay. A Copy of that circular is attached. These instruction requlie that cases involvin,o 

breaches of licence or matters which can be dealt with by the Pmhihition and Escise 
-- -. 

Department are left to law or departmental rules, as the case mav he. Normally cases involving 

breach of rules and condition of licenk are dealt with departmentally as per provisions 

contained in section 54 of the .Act for cancellation or suspension of licence of section 104 ahid 

for hposition of penalty. The officers of the Prohihition and Excise Department have been 

invested with powers of investisation and prosecution. It is open to them to take recourse to 

'C 
the penal action and prosecution of the licensee as well, if need be. In order that the 

instructions already issued do not escape notice due to passase of time and to remove any 

misgivings in this regard Government is pleased to reitcrate that the police should not register 

offences asainst the excise kensees for breach of rules or conditions of licence and 

complaints, if any, received by them against the e?ccise licensees should be repotted to the 

nearest Prohibition and Excise Ol5cer for suitable action according to law or departmental 

rules as the case may be. 

By order and in the name of the Govenunent of Maharashtra: 

Sd 1- 

! MV.Kulkarni) 
Assistant Secretary td the Government of Xlaharashtra 

Home Department 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



. , Circular memorandum No. 

C/5414/74, Bombay, 4' May, 1974 

Stib : Alleged interference of 
Police in the matters 

Concerned with Prohibition 
& Excise Department. 

Circular Memorandun1 : 

It appears fmm the representation nxtntly made by the Prohibition and Excise I 
Department to Government that the exact position relating to the action needed by Police i 

I 
against Abkari licensees committing breaches of conditions of their licenses in not properly i 
understod hy sonG Police OPficers who happen to.visit shop where sale of intercants is I 

! 

carried on. In this connection it is to be reiterated that the Prohibition and Excise Department I 

I 
alone has to deal d h  such breaches, and in a Police m c e r  come to know of any breach by a i 
licence, he should report case to the nearest Prohibition & Exci.re ORcers, and thereby render i 
necessary Co-operation to that department despite the fact that the respon9ibility of the Police ! 

subsequuently has vastly increased for prevention and deleselen of offences since the Bomhay I 

Prohibition Aci, 1949 came into force. 

It is. therfore, directed that suitable instruction3 in the light of the above stated p i t ion  -- - 
may please he issued to the ~+zrdinate Police Oficers to ensure that in future when breaches 

of licenses are involved of matters urhic!! c2n k 3ediis with by the Prohibition and Errcise 

Department such item are !eft to that department for'action according to law or departmental 

rules, as the case may be. 

. . 

Sdf- 
for Inspector General of Poliu: 


