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Speech by the Vice-Chairman MCPF Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye when
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Putrajaya on 8 Feb 2013 at 3.00PM

Vice-Chairman of the Malaysia Crime Prevention Foundation (MCPF) Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye
pointed out today that while making Malaysia crime-free is not possible more could and should
be done to reduce crime in the country through enhanced community policing and further
improvement in the delivery and monitoring of policing services for the benefit of the people.

The MCPF wishes to accord due recognition to police efforts to reduce both the street crime and
index crime in the implementation of its approach to address crime and public safety.

Despite its success the Police has to relentlessly pursue its anti-crime Agenda and put in even
greater efforts to fight crime and strive to be world-class in terms of policing.

In all fairness to the Police there is no doubt that its increased presence and joint patrols with
other enforcement agencies in the crime hot spots has succeeded to reduce street crimes such
as snatch thefts and robberies although such crimes still continue to occur.

| wish also to put on record that police efforts in reducing crime would not have been possible
without public co-operation and participation of various NGOs like the MCPF which have stood
by the Police all the way in educating and encouraging the public to come forward to help
prevent crime.

While much has been done by the Police in reducing crime, the IGP and his team must take
steps to face even greater challenges in the days ahead.

The Police need to increase its policing effectiveness, adopt even better techniques and ways to
deal with a changing landscape and enhance its role in the delivery and monitoring of policing
services for the benefit of the people.

Sharing of best practices with police forces from developed countries will help PDRM to
enhance its performance.

While much has been achieved to reduce crime, to me, the biggest challenge facing the Police
is how to convince the public to buy-in the crime reduction rate and to overcome the fear of
crime.

According to a recent media report as much as 52.9 percent of the population surveyed are
affected by the fear of crime.



The fear of crime is as serious as crime itself and this has to be addressed effectively.

Crime and criminal activities have become an issue of major concern to all Malaysians. Violent
and traumatic crimes must be viewed with utmost seriousness not only by the government, our
law enforcement agencies and the judiciary but also by our communities as a whole.

We need to tackle crime on various fronts.

On the EDUCATIONAL front we need continuous awareness programmes to reach out to all
strata of society and educate our youths and teenagers to keep away from social ills.

Our prime concern is with regard to the emergence of many social ills afflicting our youths and
teenagers.

SCHOOLS need to tighten discipline with the help of teachers, parents and the authorities
concerned. Parents must never abdicate their responsibility in the upbringing of their children
and need to always think about their children, their safety outside of home and school.

PARENTS cannot be unconcerned about the problems of children growing up and must play
their role to guide their children to grow up into good and useful individuals. The recent spate of
missing children serves as a wake-up call to parents to exercise greater caution and vigilance
over the safety of their children and do more for child protection.

The GOVERNMENT must go all out to enforce the laws in the interest of law and order and
crime prevention, and it must be done without fear or favour.

Policing the nation involves more than just men with guns and patrol cars. What we need is also
education, language and communication skills, counseling and psychology, forensic medicine,
communication technology, social science and last but not least, integrity.

The JUDICIARY must also re-examine its role in terms of imposing deterrent punishment for
serious law offenders that commensurate with the offences committed.

If an increase in crime rate is part of the price of progress, then we will have to nip this negative
aspect of development in the bud.
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