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DRAFT TANZANIA STANDARD TDC4 (5029)P3
Textiles-Guide for Care labelling on textile products

0 Foreword

0.1 This Draft Tanzania Standard has been issued to emphasize the comprehension
of care labels with regards to their symbols. It is intended to provide guidance and
requirements to be complied with textile products’ manufacturers and consumer to
understand the process of cleaning and caring treatment of these products.

0.2 The need for this specification arises as a consequence of the development of
new fibres, blends and special finishes of textile products. Care labels symbols are
more efficient and there is lower additional cost compared with using written
instructions.

0.3 In the preparation of this Draft Tanzania Standard, assistance was derived from:
ISO 3758:2012: Textiles- Care labelling code using symbols.

D5489-01a: Standard Guide for Care Symbols for Care Instructions on Textile
products

1. SCOPE

1.1 This Draft Tanzania Standard describe the system of graphic symbols, intended
for use in the permanent marking of textile articles, providing information essential for

their care.

1.2 This guide provides a comprehensive system of symbols to represent care
instructions in order to reduce language dependent care instruction.

1.3 This Draft Tanzania Standard covers the following treatments: washing,
bleaching, ironing, dry cleaning, and drying (after washing). This Draft Tanzania
Standard is applicable to all textiles products including accessories and trims in the

form in which they are supplied to the consumer.



2. DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Draft Tanzania Standard, the following terms and definitions
shall apply:

2.1 Textile articles: yarns, piece goods and made-up articles consisting mainly of
textile materials

2.2 Washing: process designed to clean textile articles in an aqueous bath
Washing includes all or some of the following operations in relevant combinations:

- Soaking, pre-washing and proper washing — carried out usually by heating,
mechanical action and in the presence of detergents or other products.

- Water extraction, i.e. spinning or wringing performed during and/or at the
end of the operations mentioned above.

These operations may be carried out by machine or by hand.

2.3 Bleaching: process carried out in an aqueous medium before, during or after
washing processes for the purpose of removing stains and/or improving whiteness

- Chlorine bleach: agent that releases hypochlorite ions in solution, e.g.
Sodium hypochlorite

- Oxygen bleach: agent that release a peroxygen species in solution

2.4 Ironing and pressing: process carried out on a textile article to restore its shape
and appearance, by means of an appropriate appliance using heat and pressure

2.5 Dry cleaning: process for cleaning textile articles by means of organic solvents.
This process consists of cleaning, rinsing, spinning and drying

2.6 Drying (after washing): process carried out on a textile article after washing with
the intention of removing residue water by treatment with hot air (tumble drying) or
drying in the sun

2.7 Tumble drying: process carried out on textile articles after washing and hydro-
extracting, with the intention of removing residual water by treatment with hot air in a
rotating drum



3. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

3.1 For ready-made garments and other textile products, the care label shall be
durable enough to withstand normal laundering and a position of attachment shall be
clearly visible and accessible.

3.2 For finished textile fabrics in rolls or folds, the care label shall be woven into the
selvedge not more than two metres apart, regardless of the width of the fabric.

4. Description and definition of symbols

4.1 Symbols

4.1.1 General

4.1.1.1 Care symbols are important means of identifying the appropriate care
procedure for home laundering, commercial laundering, professional textile care and
coin-operated dry cleaning of textile products.

4.1.1.2 The symbols shall be provided to indicate the five treatments that is washing,
bleaching, ironing, dry — cleaning and drying after washing method (tumble dried-
cold/warm/hot, drip dry, dry flat and line dry).

4.1.2 Main symbols

4.1.2.1 Washing process

For the washing process, a washtub is shown as in Figure 1. The washtub

represents home — type or commercial washing. It shall give an indication of the
maximum recommended washing temperature and instructions.

Fig.1 - A symbol for washing process



4.1.2.2 Bleaching process

For the chlorine based bleaching process, a triangle is shown as in Figure 2.
The triangle shall indicate bleaching with care in chlorine-type bleach.

Fig.2 - A symbol for bleaching process.
4.1.2.3 Dry — cleaning process

For the dry — cleaning process, a circle is shown on the article as in Figure 3.

Fig.3 - A symbol for dry — cleaning process
4.1.2.4 Drying
For the drying process, a square as shown in Figure 4.

Fig.4 - A symbol for the drying process



4.1.2.5Ironing and pressing

For the ironing process, a hand iron is shown on the textile article as shown in
Figure 5. It shall indicate the recommended ironing and pressing temperatures.

Fig.5 - A symbol for the ironing and pressing.
4.1.2.6 Mild treatment

A bar under the symbol means that the treatment should be milder than indicated by
the same symbol without a bar, e.g. reduced agitation

Fig.6 - A symbol for mild treatment process

4.1.2.7 Very mild treatment

A double bar under the symbol describes a very mild process, e.g. much reduced
agitation.

Fig.7 - A symbol for very mild treatment

4.1.2.8 Temperature of treatment

The temperature in connection with the symbol in 4.2.1 is given as a figure
representing degrees Celsius (30,... or 95) without the designation “C”.
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Dots are used to define the temperature of the treatment with the symbols for drying
and ironing and pressing. The definitions of the number of dots in each case are
given in Tables 3 and 4 for symbols.

In addition, dots may be used with the washing symbol together with the washing
temperatures, in degrees Celsius (°C).

L Joor o 4 upto 4dots

Fig.8 - Dots symbol for temperature treatment

4.1.2.9 Treatment not permitted

The cross superimposed over the symbol indicating that this particular treatment shall
not be carried out.

r A
L _I

Fig.9 - A symbol for cross superimposed over the symbol

4.2 Washing

The washtub symbolise the domestic washing treatment (by hand

or machine). It is used to convey information regarding the maximum washing
temperature and maximum washing (cold, warm, hot, very hot and boil) — process
severity as shown in Table 1.



Table 1 - Washing symbols

Symbol Washing process

No special precaution need to be taken in washing

Maximum washing temperature 95°C

Maximum washing temperature 30°C

Maximum washing temperature 40°C
Mild process.

Maximum washing temperature 40°C
Very mild process

The article should only be washed by hand and the washing
water should not be more than lukewarm (40°C, max)

K EBEERJ

The article shall not be washed.

4.3 Bleaching

The triangle symbolises the bleaching process (chlorine process) as in Table 2 below



Table 2 - Symbols for bleaching

Symbol Bleaching Process

Bleaching permeated according to bleach manufacturer’s
instructions (bleaching with hypochlorite may be
indicated by letters CL within the triangle

ﬁ The article shall not be bleached.
A Bleaching with hyprochlorite is not permitted

4.4 Drying

4.4.1 Tumble drying

The circle in a square symbolizes tumble drying after a washing process, with the
maximum temperature setting being indicated by the use of one or two dots placed

within the symbol, as shown in Table 3.

Table 3 - Symbol for tumble drying

Symbol Tumble drying Process

ra\ Tumble drying possible

@ Normal temperature; exhaust temperature max. 80°C
77 N\ Tumble drying possible

\_/ Low temperature; exhaust temperature max. 60°C

do not tumble dry




4.5 Ironing and pressing

The iron symbolises the domestic ironing process, maximum temperature levels
being indicated by one, two or three dots placed within the symbol, as shown in Table
4.,

Table 4 - Symbol for Ironing

Symbol Process

Iron at a maximum sole — plate temperature of 200°C

Iron at a maximum sole — plate temperature of 150°C

Iron at a maximum sole plate temperature of 110°C. Steam
iron may be risky

Do not iron
Steaming and steam treatments are not allowed.

LORIRTRi




4.6 Dry — Cleaning

The circle symbolises the dry — cleaning process for textile articles (excluding
genuine leather and furs). It provides information to different cleaning processes as in
Table 5.

Table 5 - Symbols for dry cleaning process

Symbol Process

@ Dry cleaning in all solvents normally used for dry cleaning

Dry cleaning in all solvents listed for symbol F normally used in
tetrachloroethene
Normal process

Dry cleaning in all solvents listed for symbol F normally used in
tetrachloroethene
Mild process

@ @

Dry cleaning in hydrocarbon(distillation temperature between
150°C and 21°C, flash point between 38°C and 70°C

Dry cleaning in hydrocarbon(distillation temperature between
150°C and 21°C, flash point between 38°C and 70°C

@ @

@ The article shall not be dry — cleaned.

4.7 Wet — Cleaning

The circle symbolises the wet — cleaning process for textile articles (excluding
genuine leather and furs). It provides information to different cleaning processes as in
Table 6.
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Table 6 - Symbol for wet cleaning process

Symbol Process
@ Wet cleaning
Normal process
Wet cleaning
@ Mild process

Wet cleaning
Very mild process

I®

@ The article shall not be wet — cleaned.

4.8 Drying in the sun

The symbol of the shining sun symbolises the drying after a washing process as
shown in Table 7.

Table 7 - Symbols for drying in the sun

Symbol Process

(X

Drying in the sun is permitted

Drying in the sun is not permitted

5. APPLICATION AND USE OF SYMBOLS
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5.1 Application of symbols

The symbols defined in clause 4 shall be placed either directly on the article or on a
label which shall be affixed in a permanent manner. The symbols may be produced
by weaving, printing or other processes, and shall bear and retain in a readily legible
manner the stipulated care information throughout the useful life of the article.

Label and symbols shall be made of suitable material with resistance to the care
treatment indicated on the label. Care symbols may also be placed for example on a
label attached in a non permanent manner to the article or its wrapping, provided that
identical symbols are also permanently affixed to the article.

5.2Use of symbols

For any given article, care information expressed by symbols shall refer to all
treatments in the order washing, bleaching, ironing, drycleaning and drying. A series
of typical standard labels giving typical combination of symbols and their associated
meanings is given in Annex A.

Note:-The symbols used in this standard are the subject of International trademarks.
Information on the right to use the trademarks is given in informative annex B.
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Annex A

(Clause 2.5)
Series of typical standard labels giving typical combination of symbols and their associated meanings
SN MEANING
LABEL washing bleaching ironing Dry-cleaning Dry
No special precautions need Bleaching with High Hot Any solvent is Drying
1 U A @ ® O to be taken in washing this hypochlorite ironing is permitted Normal
article(normal) permitted permitted
200°C
Permanent press in washing | The article shall Ironing Any solvent except Permanent
2 D * é ® this article not be bleached temperature Trichloroethylene press
should not
exceed 150°C
Delicate/gentle in washing Only non-chlorine Ironing Use of petroleum Delicate/ge
3 Q A 5 ® @ this article bleach when temperature solvent only. ntle
needed should not
exceed 110°C
r_’? The article should only be Bleaching is Ironing temp. The article shall not Hang to
4 A é g E washed by hand permitted as per should not be dry-cleaned dry
manual exceed 150°C
Washing water should be not | The article shall No steam Use of any solvent Drip dry
5 * Q ® i more than lukewarm (40°C, not be bleached during the permitted
Max). Ironing
—1 | Washing water should be not | The article shall The article Use of petroleum Dry flat
6 * 8 ® - more than lukewarm (40°C, not be bleached shall not be solvent only
Max). ironed
7 y The article should only be The article shall Ironing temp. Any solvent except Drying in
W * é ® T washed by hand in lukewarm | not be bleached should not Trichloroethylene the sun is
water (40°C Max. exceed 150°C permitted permitted




y The article should only be The article shall Iron Use of any solvent
8 * 5 @ P<I | washed by hand in lukewarm | not be bleached temperature permitted
water (40°C Max. should not
exceed 120°C
9 _ The article should not be The article shall Iron The article shall not Drying in
ﬁ & 5 g Eﬁ washed not be bleached temperature be dry-cleaned the sun is
should not not
exceed 120°C permitted
Moderately hot washing is The bleached is The article Any solvent except
10 (Hm] /\ R ® @ permitted (60°C max, just too permitted shall not be Trichloroethylene
hot for the hand). ironed permitted







Annex B
(Informative)
Use of textile care symbols covered by WIPO international trademarks

A.1 General

GINETEX (the International Association for Textile Care Labelling), has set itself the
task of developing a system of language- independent symbols. These symbols are
covered by international marks No. 2R211 247, No. 461 470, No. 492 423, No 849
319 and No0.849 320 which are registered with WIPO (World Intellectual Property
Organization). GINETEX, while safeguarding their trademark rights as such, including
their economic use, agreed that ISO use the system and embody it in an international
standard. In GINETEX countries at least five symbols for washing, bleaching, tumble
drying, ironing and professional textiles care shall be used.

GINETEX has delegated to its national committees, i.e. its members, the task of
promoting the implementation of textile care labelling symbols, of granting the right to
reproduce and use the symbols, and of monitoring their use. The list of these national
committees can be obtained from the 1ISO Central Secretariat.

The owners of the registered marks, while safeguarding their rights as such, agree
that ISO take over the system and embody it in an International Standard.

A.2 Agreement between ISO and GINETEX

With a view to facilitating standards work on textile care labelling at international
level, within the framework of the IEC/ISO Directives, Part 1: Procedures for the
technical work, and in observance of the above-mentioned ownership right, ISO and
GINETEX have agreed on the following principles:

A.2.1 GINETEX’s ownership rights related to the marks are preserved under the
terms of this agreement, as well as the structure, rights and obligations of its national
committees.

A.2.2 In countries where there is a GINETEX national committee, the national
standards body which is a member of ISO shall acknowledge this situation and shall
establish by mutual agreement the rules governing the implementation in that country
of the ISO Standard on textile care labelling.

Such agreement shall provide that the GINETEX national committee, in its capacity
as agent for the owner of the registered marks, be entrusted with its maintenance.

A.2.3 In countries signatory to the Madrid Agreement where GINETEX has no
national committee as yet, GINETEX may, by agreement with the national ISO
member body:

World Intellectual Property Organization:

a) either admit the latter as a member under the terms provided by the GINETEX
statutes and General Assembly, granting the ISO member body exclusive right to use



the marks provided it is representative of the parties concerned with textile care-
labelling and has established satisfactory rules governing the use of the marks;

b) or initiate the setting up of a national committee meeting under the same
conditions.

A.2.4 In countries where there is no national committee and where GINETEX marks
are not registered, the application of the ISO standard on textile care labelling shall
be subject to no restrictions other than those imposed by the national ISO member
body. However, attention of the national ISO member bodies is drawn to the need to
ensure proper application of the textile care labelling symbols defined in the 1ISO
standard. For the sake of liaison between GINETEX and ISO, GINETEX is prepared
to welcome these ISO member organizations among its membership under the terms
of A.2.3.

A.3 List of GINETEX members

The list and the addresses of the national care labelling organizations as well as the
address of the Executive Secretariat can be obtained from the ISO Central
Secretariat.



