
End-stage kidney disease care for migrants:  a European survey    

 Survey developed by ISN Western Europe Regional Board, 
and YNP/ERA, Summer 2023 

 378 individual nephrologist responses across 29 countries

I. Current practices surrounding the management of migrant 
Patients with end stage kidney disease  (MKF) 

II. Perspective of nephrologists on ethical dilemmas and 
optimal care for this population
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How many migrant patients  receive chronic dialysis 

in your facility every week?
Concerning the legal rights of migrant patients for dialysis:

Under which conditions may migrant patients with kidney disease 

receive coverage for dialysis?

Under which conditions may migrant patients with kidney 

disease receive coverage for kidney transplantation? 

Indicate on a scale from 1 (never) to 5 (always) how the 

following impact on the medical management of migrant patients 

on dialysis:

Dialysis always covered under universal coverage, regardless of MKF status
Dialysis always covered under universal coverage, if registered MKF status
Dialysis covered with mandatory health insurance, regardless of MKF status
Dialysis covered with mandatory health insurance, only for registered MKF
Emergency dialysis only, regardless of MKF status
Emergency dialysis only, if non-registered MKF status
I do not know

Both living and deceased KT covered with MHI, regardless of MKF status

Both living and deceased KT covered with MHI, only if registered MKF status

Living but not deceased KT covered with MHI, regardless of MKF status

Living but not deceased KT covered with MHI, only if registered MKF status

Deceased but not living KT covered with MHI, regardless of MKF status

Deceased but not living KT covered with MHI, only if registered MKF status

I do not know

Other (please specify)

no directive from GB, hospital direction : MKF acceptance on HD

clear directions form GB :  MKF acceptance on HD

clear directions from GB : MKF non acceptance on HD

no clear directives from GB or hospital direction

On a scale from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree), which of 

the following situations would you personally consider as criteria for 

acceptance to the chronic dialysis program in your facility?

A
lb

an
ia

A
ust

ri
a

B
el

giu
m

B
ulg

ar
ia

C
ro

at
ia

C
yp

ru
s

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ublic

D
en

m
ar

k

E
st

onia

Fin
la

nd

Fra
nce

G
er

m
an

y

G
re

ec
e

H
ungar

y

Ic
el

an
d

Ir
el

an
d
Ita

ly

K
oso

vo

Lat
vi

a

Lith
uan

ia

Luxe
m

bourg

M
ac

ed
onia

M
old

ova

M
onac

o

M
onte

neg
ro

N
et

her
la

nds

N
orw

ay

P
ola

nd

P
ort

ugal

R
om

an
ia

S
er

bia

S
lo

va
ki

a

S
lo

ve
nia

S
pai

n

S
w
ed

en

S
w
itz

er
la

nd

Turk
ey

U
kr

ai
ne

U
nite

d K
in

gdom

0

10

20

30

40

50

re
p

o
n

s
e
s
 p

e
r 

c
o

u
n

tr
y

 A majority of European nephrologists is strongly committed to the management of MKF patients. 

 Multiple barriers impede the delivery of optimal care to this population of patients, many of which are reversible. 

GB : governmental bodies

MHI :  Mandatory health insurance


