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DR. SALMAH ZAKARIA, PhD, Fellow ASM 

Salmah Zakaria is currently a senior water specialist, at the United Nation Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Bangkok. Her work at ESCAP includes research 

on IWRM, Water & Green Growth, Water-Food-Energy Nexus, Economic Food & Water 

Security (EFWS) Climate Change Adaptation, and others. She frequently represents ESCAP at 

UN-Water, APWF Governing Council and other meetings.  

 

She graduated from Universiti Teknologi Malaysia with a BE (Civil Engineering), and has work 

all her professional life in water related areas. She has a Doctorate in “Water Management in 

Deep Peat Soils” and an MSc in “Land and Water Management”, both from Cranfield Institute 

of Technology (now Cranfield University), United Kingdom. She holds a Post Graduate 

Diploma in Hydraulics from IHE (now IHE-UNESCO), Delft, and The Netherlands.  

 

A fellow of the Academy of Science Malaysia (ASM), she chairs the ASM Task Force on 

Climate Change Adaptation. She is a board member of LUAS and an Associate Fellow of ISIS, 

Malaysia. She was also a co-chair of the ADB/APWF Steering Group on Water and Climate 

Change Adaptation, the 1
st
 Chair of AguaJaring Southeast Asia and a former SC of GWPO 

(Stockholm) and a member of GWPSEATEC. 

  

Before ESCAP, she worked for the Malaysian Government, for more than 30 years, in various 

capacities. Her 3 last posts were as the Director General of NAHRIM, the Director of Corporate 

Development Division, DID and the Director of River Engineering Division, DID. 

 
 


