
FORUM OUTPUT ON MOVING FORWARD WITH EIA IN MALYSIA IN THE NEW 

DECADE  

Organised by ENSEARCH in collaboration with Department of Environment 

Malaysia on 18.02.2020 @ KGNS 

Attended by 112 pax (attendance attached) 

A KEYNOTE ADDRESS FROM PN NORLIN BT JAAFAR, DG OF DOE MALAYSIA 

1. Try and minimize EIA activities through streamlining; 

2. Improve decision making process through better EIA Guidelines for specific sectors; 

3. Review of EQA will be done to have consistent terminologies and to be read together with 

other legislations; 

4. Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 EIAs will need public participation; 

5. Assessment procedure might change with public display done first to reduce client charter; 

6. NGOs input will be sought during TRC; 

7. To promote good governance, an Environmental Professional Body is needed; 

 

B  PAPER 1 BY PN ROHIMAH BT AYUB, HEAD OF EVALUATION DEPARTMENT , DOE MALAYSIA 

1. DOE has to look into balancing economics, development and social issues; 

2. DOE wants good quality EIA report so that review can be easy; Data should be presented in a 

truthful manner; 

3. An Environmental Professional Board has to be realized so that fees can be charged and 

consultants regulated peers; 

4. Prescribed activities being looked into to possibly reducing number of activities listed; 

5. Public display might be imposed prior to EIA submission so that stakeholders are engaged 

and impacts stated can be mitigated in final report; 

C            PAPER 2 BY PN SARA OF WWF : REFER TO SLIDES (Refer attached) 

D            PAPER 3 BY IR MAZURA MAZLAN – REFER TO SLIDES (Refer attached) 

 

E             FORUM SESSION MODERATED BY MR SIRAJ 

 General comments by PN NORLIN 

1. DOE will engage with more NGOs specific to the location or their particular expertise; 

2. There should be a structured protem committee for the Environmental Professional Board; 

 

 General comments by NREB REP  

1. To date 2600 EIA reports processed since 1994; 

2. Only 1 schedule of prescribed activities; 

3. Public review is done for all mega and sensitive projects; 

4. 300 registered consultants; 

 



 General comments by JPAS REP 

1. SEPA and WWF are NGOs that help out a lot with JPAS work; 

2. Sabah has about 100 registered consultants; 

3. Sabah has 3 categories of reports : PMM and EIA which is Special EIA or normal EIA 

 

Q&A by Panel and participants 
 

 Shukri of Malakoff 

 Are there any legal requirement for how much of budget should be allocated for env 

protection : Pn Norlin said it’s based on project as part of GSR; 

 How do you ensure DOE staff competency  : Pn Norlin said all DOE staff have rigorous 

training mirror image of industry competency, performance is reviewed and includes soft 

skills and communication training 

 

 Tania of DHI 

 EIA should be done technically well as it is a good tool for decision making 

 

 Abdul Halim 

 Any possibility of Semenanjung, Sabah and Sarawak  having a common registration scheme 

Panel : Different laws prevails so cannot for now. MA63 will further enforced by individual 

East Malaysia states 

Hopefully Environmental Professional Board will address problems related to paymaster 

syndrome and competency of Professional 

 

 Badariah 

 EO requirement be a mandatory requirement under Project Proponent and not contractor; 

 PP should be required to attend mandatory environmental awareness course with EiMAS; 

 

 AMR 

 Timelines are important to be observed for the good of the economy and for jobs creation in 

the country; 

 Technical agencies inputs should be limited 

 

 Casey 

 Look into Auditor registration scope as there is none in the expert fields; 

 Auditors have not been receiving any feedback form DOE on their performance 
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