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Origin Interconnectivity

The seamless exchange of origin information,
which is crucial in ensuring accurate customs
declarations,

avoiding fraud, and applying

preferential tariffs.

Impact on Trade

Improved interconnectivity enhances

transparency, reduces administrative burdens,
and speeds up customs clearance, ultimately

fostering better global trade relations.

Challenges

Without standardised origin information systems,
companies face delays, higher costs, and greater
risks of non-compliance.



The Need for Global
Collaboration

Global Trade Complexity
As supply chains span multiple countries, ensuring the consistency of origin
data becomes increasingly complex, demanding shared international practices.

Regulatory Fragmentation

Countries often have different rules on tariffs, customs procedures, and
documentation requirements. Collaboration helps harmonise these regulations,
reducing discrepancies and fostering smoother trade.

Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAS)

MRASs help build trust between trading partners by recognizing each other's
standards and facilitating cross-border operations.

Importance of Stakeholder Involvement

Collaboration between governments, international organisations, and the
private sector is key to achieving a unified, efficient system.




Challenges in

Managing Origin
Information

Inconsistent Rules
and Regulations

Different
interpretations of origin
rules and varying tariff
structures lead to
confusion and delays.

-

Lack of
Standardisation

Many countries still use
paper-based systems or
incompatible digital
platforms  for origin
certification, leading to
inefficiencies.

Capacity
Gaps

Developing countries may
lack the infrastructure or
trained personnel needed to
manage complex origin data,
leading to potential errors
or fraud.

Customs
Delays

Verification of origin via

non-integrated  systems
can cause delays,
impacting business

efficiency and customer
satisfaction.

/57



Successful Global

Collaborations

WCO and AfCFTA Collaboration:

AfCFTA E-Tariff Book

To provide a digital platform that enables traders and

customs authorities to access harmonised and up-to-

date tariffs for intra-African trade.

Migration to HS 2022

African tariff classifications with global
standards.

Ensuring that the AfCFTA region adopts the latest
version of the Harmonised System (HS), which aligns

trade

Rules of Origin Training Program

To equip customs authorities and businesses with the
knowledge needed to apply the AfCFTA's rules of origin
correctly, ensuring goods qualify for preferential tariffs

Digitalisation of the AfCFTA Certificate
of Origin

To create a digital certificate of origin system that is
faster, more secure, and less prone to fraud.



Leveraging Advanced
Technologies
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Blockchain for Secure Data Exchange

Blockchain provides a transparent, immutable ledger for recording origin data,
preventing tampering and fraud.

Al in Data Processing

Artificial intelligence can be used to analyse large sets of origin-related data,
detecting patterns and inconsistencies, thus improving decision-making
processes and compliance checks.

Internet of Things (loT)

loT sensors can track products from origin to destination, providing real-time
updates on the status and origin of goods as they move across borders.

Cloud Solutions for Centralised Data

Cloud technologies offer a unified platform where stakeholders can access
and update origin-related information in real-time, improving coordination
between different players in the supply chain.




Regulatory Harmonisation

and Standardisation

International Standards

The WCO and other international bodies provide
frameworks for harmonising customs procedures and

documentation, making international trade more
predictable and efficient

Simplification of Customs Procedures

Standardised customs forms and origin certifications

reduce paperwork, shorten clearance times, and reduce
the likelihood of errors.

WTO and Regional Agreements

International trade agreements, such as the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement, encourage the harmonisation of

customs procedures, promoting a unified approach to
origin management

Mutual Recognition of Origin
Certificates

Harmonising origin certificate recognition across borders

reduces delays and costs for businesses engaged in
international trade.



Capacity Building

for Seamless
Integration

raining
Programs for

Customs and
Business

Continuous professional
development ensures that
both customs officials and
traders are aware of the
latest rules, technologies,
and best practices for

handling origin data.

Developing
Infrastructure

Investment in digital
platforms, hardware, and
technical know-how is critical
for enabling developing
nations to keep pace with

global trade requirements.

Cross-Border
Knowledge Sharing

Establishing knowledge-

sharing networks among

customs authorities and
trade professionals allows
for the exchange of best
practices and successful

strategies.

Regional

Cooperation

Strengthening capacity in
key regions through
collaborative efforts leads
to uniform application of
origin rules and smoother

trade flows.




Practical Strategies for Achieving

Enhance
International

Cooperation

Governments and international
bodies need to strengthen
collaborative efforts to
harmonise rules and share

best practices.

Interconnectivity

Pilot Projects for
Testing Solutions

Pilot projects allow the testing
of new technologies and
regulatory approaches,
ensuring that they are
effective before widespread

implementation.
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Promote
Digitalisation

Across Borders

Encouraging the adoption of
digital certificates, blockchain,
and cloud platforms helps
facilitate the flow of origin
data more securely and

efficiently.

4 \\
T

Incentivise Private

Sector Participation

Engaging businesses in the
process of digitalisation and
standardisation allows for
more efficient systems and
better compliance with origin

management requirements.



Conclusion

Global Effort: Achieving seamless origin
interconnectivity requires continuous
cooperation from governments,
international organisations, and the
private sector.

Essential Interconnectivity
Ensures transparency, efficiency, and trust in
global trade.

Harmonisation and Technology
Aligned regulations and advanced technologies
overcome barriers and reduce delays.

International Collaboration
Crucial for integrated systems and smooth
trade operations.

Global Benefits

Facilitates compliance, strengthens trade
relationships, and boosts international
competitiveness.






