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Wildlife tourism succeeds when

nature benefits too

Globally, wildlife tourism is entering a new era
—one where sustainability is no longer
optional, but essential. Across destinations
worldwide, there is growing recognition that
tourism must actively contribute to
conservation, community well-being, and the
protection of fragile ecosystems.
As travellers become more conscious of their
impact, expectations are changing.
Increasingly, visitors are seeking responsible
experiences that support wildlife protection,
respect local cultures, and operate with greater
environmental accountability. In response,
destinations and tourism businesses are
adopting stronger sustainability practices, from
managing visitor pressures and reducing waste
to supporting local livelihoods and
conservation initiatives.
At the same time, climate change and habitat
loss continue to place immense pressure on
natural landscapes. 
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This makes it critical for wildlife tourism to
move beyond short-term growth and focus
instead on long-term resilience and
stewardship.
For India, this global shift presents an
important opportunity. With its rich
biodiversity and growing nature tourism
sector, India can play a leading role in
demonstrating how tourism, conservation,
and communities can thrive together.
At TOFT, we believe responsible tourism must
remain at the centre of this journey. The
future of wildlife tourism will depend not
only on protecting destinations, but on
ensuring that tourism creates meaningful
and lasting positive impact for nature and
people alike.

Editor’s Note

By Deepika Chowdhry,
 Director, TOFT India
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S U P P O R T E R
F E A T U R E Lodge of the Quarter

Nestled in Kerala's spice-scented highlands, Spice Village has been a
pioneer in sustainable hospitality since its establishment in 1991 by Jose
Dominic. Built using local materials and traditional craftsmanship, the
lodge draws inspiration from the eco-friendly homes of the indigenous
Manan community, blending harmoniously with the surrounding
landscape. Sustainability is reflected in every aspect of the property, from
roofs thatched with native elephant grass to the creative reuse of
materials, including upcycled furnishings and recycled paper products.
The Manan community remains integral to the lodge's self-sustaining
model, managing organic gardens and sharing traditional knowledge that
continues to shape its conservation-focused ethos.

Spice Village Thekkady
CGH Earth Experience

SPA
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More Details

https://www.toftigers.org/accommodation/spice-village-thekkady/
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E X P E R T  P E R S P E C T I V E

Lessons from a Lifetime
in the Wild
By Bittu Sahgal

With each passing day, the crucial role
forests play in fighting global climate
change and safeguarding water and food
security is becoming more evident.
Driving through forests, with no agenda
and no hurry, one finds silence and
serenity, luxuriating in the indolence of
landscapes that can be intoxicating for
those who seek isolation without having
helter skelter in search of ‘wildlife action’. 

It is easy to forget yourself in the quiet of
a wilderness, where birdsong and the
distant roar of lions define a comforting
silence.

After travelling from wilderness to
wilderness, such quiet moments in the lap
of nature reveal the value of ecosystems
that future life depends on. Forests are
not just destinations, but living systems
that have survived because people
understood their value and dedicated
their lives to their protection. 

As climate change becomes an in-your-
face reality, forests and wildlife habitats
remain the life rafts we must protect and
restore to secure the future for
generations to come.
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Sustainability & Wildlife
Latest Updates

The Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) is
proposing to replace its 300-plus petrol-powered
safari vehicles with electric alternatives, aiming
to cut fuel consumption of over 1,000 litres per
day and promote greener tourism. The move
comes as ageing Gypsys become harder and
costlier to maintain. Officials are exploring
financing support from government and private
stakeholders to help local operators afford EVs,
while ensuring the transition does not impact
livelihoods linked to wildlife tourism.

Karnataka's Forest Department has directed wildlife
reserves and tiger sanctuaries to replace open safari
vehicles with safer buses to enhance tourist safety.
The move follows the death of a tourist at the
Dubare elephant camp and aims to prevent future
incidents. As an interim measure, existing safari
vehicles may be fitted with protective grilles or
shatterproof glass. Authorities will also station
ambulances near safari centres and elephant camps
and equip safari vehicles with first-aid kits.

Ref Image from internet

Cleaner, Quieter Safaris: Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve Considers
EV Transition

No more open-jeep safaris in Karnataka’s tiger reserves

Ref Image from internet



PUG Certification 

Utsav Camp, Sariska

Renewed
New India & Nepal Member

Renewed

DMC Supporters
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New and Renewed  Supporters & Certifications

Indoasia Curated Vacations Pvt Ltd
The Wander Plan
Travel With AJ Voyages Pvt Ltd
MP Incoming
Enriching Journeys Pvt Ltd
Shanti Adventure Pvt Ltd
WildinSoul by Monkfoot Travels Pvt Ltd
Citius Holidays Pvt Ltd
Rare India
Wildlife Explorer India Pvt Ltd
Alluring India Destination Pvt Ltd
Abercrombie -Kent India Pvt Ltd

Wagobha Eco Lodge
Evolve Back Chikkana Halli
Estate, Coorg
Evolve Back Kuruba
 Safari Lodge, Kabini
Welcomheritage Jungle Home
Pench
Pench Tree Lodge
Denwa Backwater Escape

Cholan Tours Pvt Ltd

Renewed
ITO Supporters

Maxwell Scott Travel 
Daktari Travel

Accommodation Provider Supporters
Renewed

Nepal Hiking
Team Pvt. Ltd.

The Riverwood Forest Retreat
Heritage Resort- Hampi
After The Rains, Rainforest
Lodge C/o Wayanad Ventures
Pvt Ltd c/O 
Spice Village C/o Escapade
Resorts Pvt Ltd
Kanha Earth Lodge

NEW 

Naaharbagh Rajgarh
Red Earth Kabini

Tree House Hideaway
Kings Lodge
Harbal County Cottages C/o
Wayanad Wild
Bagh Villas Jungle Camp & Spa

Renewed

Renewed

NEW 
WildMonkey
Noble House Tours Pvt Ltd

Paradise Holidays India Pvt Ltd
Elegant Journeys
Untold India Tours Pvt Ltd
Travel With
Hidden Treasures India Destination
Management Pvt Ltd
Indien Reiseleiter Tours and Travels
Silent Leopard Tours and Travels Pvt Ltd

Renewed
Curry Tours Pvt Ltd

https://www.toftigers.org/accommodation/utsav-camp-sariska/
https://www.toftigers.org/accommodation/utsav-camp-sariska/
https://www.cholantours.com/
https://www.nepalhikingteam.com/
https://www.cholantours.com/
https://www.nepalhikingteam.com/
https://www.nepalhikingteam.com/
https://wildmonkey.in/
https://www.noblehousetours.com/


Van Mahotsava, which means
'the festival of trees', is
celebrated in the first week of
July.

It is celebrated for a week from
1st July to 7th July in various
parts of India.
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Van Mahotsav
(1- 7  July)th

Upcoming Events

The Global Sustainability Summit (GSS),2026
 23rd - 24th July, 2026 || Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

The Global Sustainability Summit (GSS) 2026 is a
premier platform for global dialogue on
sustainability, climate action, and low-carbon
development. Bringing together thought leaders,
governments, businesses, and academia, the
summit seeks to inspire collaboration and
accelerate solutions for a more resilient and
sustainable future. 
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https://gss2026.iisdindia.in/
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Ms Deepika, Director of TOFT, recently met
with Mr Ashwani Lohani, Director of the
Prime Minister’s Museum & Library, for an
engaging discussion on future collaborations
and endeavours. The meeting highlighted
opportunities to strengthen initiatives
around tourism, heritage, and cultural
engagement.
As a gesture of appreciation and shared
commitment towards responsible tourism
and conservation, Ms Deepika also presented
the TOFT Good Wildlife Guide to Mr Lohani.
The interaction reflected a mutual vision for
promoting sustainable travel experiences
and meaningful partnerships in the future.
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F R O M  T O F T

Future Endeavours with PM Museum

Nature Tourism Does Not Turn
Tigers into Man-eaters 

by Julian Matthews



Adding valuable industry perspective, Travel Corporation India Ltd (Travelife Certified) and Travel
Inn India Pvt. Ltd (Travelife Partner) shared their inspiring sustainability journeys, including the
challenges, learnings, and business benefits experienced through the certification process. The
strong engagement and meaningful discussions reflected the industry’s growing commitment
towards building a more responsible, resilient, and sustainable tourism future.
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Travelife Webinar 

In a recent collaborative online session,
Travelife and TOFT India brought together
26 tourism professionals to discuss the
growing importance of sustainability
certification, evolving international market
expectations, and upcoming EU
sustainability regulations coming into effect
in September 2026.
The session highlighted how sustainability
is no longer optional, but essential for
businesses seeking long-term growth, global
competitiveness, and international market
access. Participants gained practical insights
into how Travelife certification helps tour
operators strengthen credibility, improve
sustainability performance, and future-
proof their businesses.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeixb4IXaCZb1jedK_lKV_QF1LcSvZFH_D5b1FALiYsRPdcrQ/viewform


We invite supporters
and partners to:

Get
Involved

Share sustainability stories
and best practices

Contribute guest articles
and expert insights

TOFT works to promote responsible tourism that supports
conservation, communities, and credible sustainability standards.

Apply for  joining TOFT, Travelife certification, or PUG audit
For joining TOFT and PUG Certification - admin@toftindia.org

For Travelife Membership - toftigers@toftindia.org

www.toftigers.org

https://www.facebook.com/share/19ijezLpvg/
https://www.instagram.com/toftigers?igsh=MThneWtzd3lpbDM=
http://www.linkedin.com/in/toft-india-initiative2004
mailto:admin@toftindia.org
mailto:toftigers@toftindia.org
https://www.toftigers.org/
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