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From Footpﬁht to Impact:

> Ho,_.

Editor’s Note +

g Tourlsm Can Lead in

As the climate crisis accelerates, the global
tourism sector finds itself under increasing
scrutiny for its carbon footprint. Yet, within
this challenge lies a powerful opportunity to
redefine tourism not merely as a contributor to
emissions but as a catalyst for climate-positive
change.

For India’s nature and wildlife tourism sector,
this shift is
grasslands, and fragile ecosystems are not only

especially relevant. Forests,
destinations; they are critical carbon sinks and
biodiversity strongholds. The responsibility,
therefore, extends beyond reducing emissions;
it calls for actively contributing to the
regeneration of these landscapes.

Moving from footprint to impact requires a
fundamental rethink. It means designing low-
carbon itineraries, encouraging slower and
more travel,

responsible supporting

conservation-led lodges, and embedding

sustainability into every layer of operations—
infrastructure to

from transport and

community engagement. Importantly, it also

involves  building awareness  among
travellers, enabling them to make informed,
climate-conscious choices.

TOFT has long championed responsible
tourism through its PUG certification and
advocacy for best practices in sustainability.
Today, the need is to go further—to measure,
manage, and meaningfully reduce carbon,
while investing in nature-based solutions
that restore habitats and strengthen local
livelihoods.

The future of tourism will not be defined by
how far we travel, but by how responsibly we
do so. By shifting our focus from minimising
harm to maximising positive impact, tourism
can emerge as a powerful force in the global
climate response—protecting the very
landscapes it depends on, and ensuring they

thrive for generations to come.

By Deepika Chowdhry,
Director, TOFT India

Tourism should protectthe very

wondeys that attract H
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Heritage Resort Coorg, S
Coovg Valley,

Set against the stunning backdrop of the Madikeri hills, Heritage Resort
Coorg offers sweeping views of valleys and streams, creating the perfect

Fleritage

escape into nature. Stay in cosy cottages and suites that reflect the charm

iés‘l;;& of Kodagu hospitality, surrounded by fragrant coffee estates.
2t ~—~—~—— | | é

o o Unwind with leisurely walks through gardens and orchards, or enjoy
— 1" e . . i .
d\j-\ > & activities like swimming, cycling, and kite-flying. The resort also offers

curated experiences, including treks, private picnics, and coffee estate

visits. For relaxation, rejuvenate with Ayurvedic therapies or practice

& More Details riverside yoga. A stay here is a refreshing blend of comfort, nature, and

local culture.



https://www.toftigers.org/accommodation/heritage-resort-coorg/

TOFT MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
MAY- 2026

EXPERT PERSPECTIVE

By Abhishek Agarwal, Director of Sales & Marketing,
Jungle Camps India

For a long time, a wildlife trip was judged
by one thing: how many tigers did you

see? The jeep would rush, the cameras S : s
would click, and by afternoon, everyone /—\\J -
was back at the resort comparing '
sightings.
I think that's slowly changing.
. . : \"‘
At our eco park in Pench, we put up {"":5. } }:‘“‘} 3;’& é
camera traps across 37 acres that we keep i R I\L@ 2
completely free of guests. What we : S s
g ; 3 ?\ £ 2 e s
captured was remarkable - tigers walking : ; %\ f TR
through at night, sambar grazing at 4 am, - I 44 % AXY
g g grazing at 4 L w%gg & g*g
fox, mongoose, a whole world that exists g ; SR

when no one is watching. The forest was
functioning beautifully. We just never
gave it the chance to show us.

That's what slow tourism can do. It gives
the forest space, and it gives the traveller
time to observe, to understand, to
actually connect.

The good news is that more travellers
today want exactly this. They're not just
chasing a sighting. They want to feel like
they were truly there.

That shift, for me, is the most hopeful
thing happening in our industry right
Now.
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Latest Updates

-----------’

A community-based ecotourism
initiative has been launched in the
Udanti-Sitanadi  Tiger  Reserve
(USTR) in Gariaband, with local
village  leaders appointed as
"goodwill ambassadors" to promote
wildlife conservation and generate
livelihood opportunities to curb
migration from the region.

L
ez

r-----------

The radio collars of two tigresses,

|
| Chanda and Tara, translocated from
| the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve
| into the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve,
| Were successfully removed after
both big cats settled and established
' territories in the core zone of the
| reserve over the last five months,
| the officials said.

- 1
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',, {”:." : ". b - ts
RefImage frominternet /. |
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T&FT DMC Supporters
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NEW

WL] Travel Genres Pvt. Ltd.

Vaaviyo Royal Tours

renelw

Encounters Asia

Indian Vistas

Indoasia Curated Vacations Pvt. Ltd.
Jungle Safari Tours

Paradise Holidays India Pvt. Ltd.
Quality India Tours Pvt. Ltd.

Royal Expeditions Pvt. Ltd.

renelw

Untold India Tours Pvt. Ltd.

Silent Leopard Tours & Travels Pvt. Ltd.
Elegant Journeys

Hidden Treasures India Destination
Management Pvt. Ltd.

Wow India Travel & Tours Pvt. Ltd.
Immerse India Tours Pvt Ltd
Nivalink

Destinasia Journeys Pvt. Ltd.

Travel With

Earthen Experiences LLP

Indien Reiseleiter Tours & Travels
Sacred Dot Tours Pvt. Ltd.

Accommodation Provider Supporters

renelw

Spice Village, Thekkady
Pench Jungle Camp

Kathoni

Rukhad Jungle Camp
Tadoba Jungle Camp
Kanha Jungle Camp Nagarhole

Tathastu Resorts

Svanir Wilderness Ecostay
Outpost 12, A Sinali Experience
Machaan Wilderness Lodge,

Wayanad Wild, CGH Earth
Experience Hotels, Lakkidi,
Wayanad

Tree House Hideaway
Kanha Earth Lodge

Pench Tree Lodge
Waghoba Eco Lodge

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

ITO Supporters
Renew

PUG Certification
Renewal

Wilderness Travel, US

Tischler- Reisen, Germany
Royale Safaris, UK

The Explorations Company, UK

Spice Village, Thekkady

Cgh earth s

ce hotels

Travellfe

New /v\ember

M MYSTIC

Mystic Voyages, Nepal

TOFTIGERS.ORG


https://ourwlj.com/
https://ourwlj.com/
https://www.mystic-voyages.com/
https://www.toftigers.org/accommodation/spice-village-thekkady/
https://vaaviyoroyaltours.com/
https://vaaviyoroyaltours.com/
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7th WORLD ENVIRONMENT EXPO

(WEE 2026) - 04-06 June 2026,
India Expo Centre, Greater Noida, UP, India

» - - - - - - - - - - - - ’

WEE 2026 is a global B2B platform bringing
together environmental technology leaders
to showcase innovations in renewable
energy, waste and water management, and

|
|
|
sustainable solutions. The event offers |
opportunities to connect with industry |
experts, policymakers, and international I
partners, while promoting environmental
awareness and new business growth. '
|

Know More

—-------—---J

The IBCA Summit 2026
(1-2 June 2026, New Delhi)

The IBCA Summit 2026 is the world’s first global
summit dedicated to big cat conservation. It will
bring together global leaders, experts, and
conservationists to collaborate on protecting the
big cats.

The summit highlights India’s leadership in
advancing international efforts for wildlife
conservation and biodiversity protection.

Know More



https://worldenvironment.in/about.php
https://ibcasummit.org/
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FROM TOFT

TOFT Annual Report

We are delighted to present our Annual
Report for the year 2025-2026.
Over the past year, we have made

significant strides in advancing our
mission, strengthening our operations,
and delivering meaningful impact. This
report captures the progress we have
made toward our strategic goals.

It also reflects our continued
commitment to excellence, innovation,
and the communities we serve. We
invite you to explore the report and
learn more about our journey,
milestones, and vision for the future.
We sincerely thank our supporters for
their continued support.

Read Here

TOFT Wildlife § Experiential

Travel Showecase

BENGALURU CALLING

Meet India's Pioneers in Nature-Based Travel
Award-Winning Lodges | Trusted by TOFT

9TH SEPTEMBER, 2026

Venue:
The Paul, Bengaluru

Contact Us

Krish Chowdhry

Head - TOFT Campaign

Email: krish.chowdhry@toftindia.org
Mobile: +91 80746003994


https://www.toftigers.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Final-Annual-Report-2025-26-1.pdf
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FROM TOFT
A Familiarisation Tour at the

Prime Minister’s Museum

We are proud to share that our Director, Ms.
Deepika Chowdhry, was among the
distinguished invitees at a familiarisation
tour organised by the Prime Ministers
Museum and Library in collaboration with
SATTE, one of the region’s leading travel and
tourism exhibitions.

The initiative, led by Ms. Pallavi Mehra,
aimed to showcase the museum as a key
heritage attraction to the travel trade. Mr.
Ashwani Lohani, Director of PMML and a
well-recognised name in the tourism
industry, is spearheading efforts to elevate
the museum’s positioning by actively
integrating it into itineraries for both

inbound and domestic tour operators.

The familiarisation tour highlighted a cultural and heritage destination that is steadily gaining
traction, with increasing visitor footfall and plans for further expansion.

It also witnessed strong participation from leading travel associations and industry
stakeholders, bringing together the travel fraternity to experience and explore the
museum firsthand.
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TOF'I' AWARDS 2020
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NOMINATIONS OPEN


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeixb4IXaCZb1jedK_lKV_QF1LcSvZFH_D5b1FALiYsRPdcrQ/viewform

Get 8»8

-8
Involved
We invite supporters Share sustainability stories Contribute guest articles
and partners to: and best practices and expert insights

Apply for joining TOFT, Travelife certification, or PUG audit

For joining TOFT and PUG Certification - adminetoftindia.org
For Travelife Membership - toftigersetoftindia.org

TOFT works to promote responsible tourism that supports
conservation, communities, and credible sustainability standards.

ﬁ ©) m www.toftigers.org
DRIVING SUSTAIMABLE DESTIMATIOMS



https://www.facebook.com/share/19ijezLpvg/
https://www.instagram.com/toftigers?igsh=MThneWtzd3lpbDM=
http://www.linkedin.com/in/toft-india-initiative2004
mailto:admin@toftindia.org
mailto:toftigers@toftindia.org
https://www.toftigers.org/
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