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Overview

Status of Biotechnology Seeds

Status of Seeds Regulations

Future of Biotechnology Seeds Innovation in Africa 
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Commercialisation of GMOs Seeds in Africa







Build Healthy ECOSYTEM on R&D for the Technology and Seeds

Plant Breeding Innovation Enablers: Technology (Science, Capability, Intellectual Property & Collaborations), Policy 

(Regulatory Approaches), Public Acceptance (Societal Trust, Benefits / Sustainability)



Policy Future

• Kampala Declaration:
• RECOGNIZING the crucial role of inclusive agro-industrialization to drive 

economic growth, job creation, and shared prosperity, it is essential to integrate 
agricultural production into broader supply chains to combat food insecurity and 
improve nutrition. Achieving this, however, requires investment in technology 
innovation systems, efficient services, infrastructure, as well as policy, 
regulatory and institutional arrangements to enhance the performance and 
competitiveness of the emerging agrifood processing sector.

• ACKNOWLEDGING the transformative potential of emerging technologies 
to boost productivity and resilience in Africa's agrifood systems, these 
innovations offer powerful solutions to pressing challenges such as food and 
nutrition insecurity, and climate change by improving farming techniques and 
optimizing resource management. The adoption of mechanization, digital 
agriculture, biotechnology, and other technological advancements is 
essential to enhance efficiency, sustainability, and scalability in the sector. 

• We, hereby, adopt the CAADP Strategy and Action Plan: 2026-2035 and the 
following Kampala CAADP Declaration on Building Resilient and 
Sustainable Agrifood Systems in Africa



Global GEd Guideline developed



Regulatory Tree



The Future

• Seed sector development has been on the agenda of 
Heads of State and Government since 2005.

• Head of State recognition of the importance of access 
to quality seed in enhancing agricultural production 
and productivity

• The need to accompanied this by development of 
efficient and effective implementation of national seed 
laws and seed regulations or decrees. 

• Regional Harmonization of Seed Legislation.

• Support Malabo Commitment on ending hunger and 
malnutrition



Future of Biotechnology Seeds in Africa

• Concerted efforts are required at continental, regional and 
national level in identification of strategic interventions in key 
areas including: 
•  Enhance policy and regulatory framework for an efficient seed system

• Strengthen seed production systems (Innovation)

• Enhance development of quality assurance systems with improved 
stakeholder contributions

• Improve seed storage, marketing and distribution channels

• Knowledge Management and communication

• Enhance biotechnology uptake for an efficient seed system in Africa

• Healthy collaborations (Seed Industries, CGIAR, NARs, Government 
Agency)



Communication: Engagement with 
Pan-African Parliamentarians



Appeal to the 
Parliamentarian

Creation of awareness on the potential of GEd 

for the realization of CAADP objectives and 

Agenda 2063

Endorsement of the Landscape Analysis 

outcome and support at the STC level

Support the AU member States and REC in the 
development implementation of Harmonised 
GEd Guidelines and appropriate legislation for 
investment in R&D for GEd technology



Policy to Science to Practice (End users)

Policy Science

Innovation

Investment

Agenda 2063

CAADP Policy Aspiration 1

End Users
(People)



Email: OlalekanA@nepad.org
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