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Introduction 

➢ High seed importation: Rwanda imports large quantities of seeds from different 

countries..

➢ Diverse agroecological conditions: Rwanda’s varied environments support a wide 

range of crops.

➢ Associated risks: Introduction of invasive species, pests, and diseases due to 

ecological diversity.

Geography:

- Land locked country 

- Land size: 26,338square

kilometre 

- Area under agriculture 

production: 1.402 million 

hectares (59.0% of total 

country land) is used for 

agriculture. 

- Cropping seasons: 

3 seasons/year 

75%

39.70%

Target 2024_Use
of improved seed

Achievment 24A

Use of improved seed in Rwanda 
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2

1

753

Operationalisation of RICA 
as a stand a alone NPPO

IPPC Ratification
An Establishment of the 
NPPO / RALIS 

Plant Heath 
Protection Law

Evolution of Seed quality and phytosanitary 
control in Rwanda 

1996

1980

2003

2012 2020
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Laboratory of quality

control of basic

seed.

Law on production, quality 

control and commercialization 

of plant quality seeds. 

2016

Law governing seeds 

and plant varieties in 

Rwanda

1989

Creation of Quality 

control department 

within the “Rwanda 

Sector Support Project”

WTO- SPS 
Agreement
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Introduction 
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Seed import process 

- Registration of seed

dealers.

- Online application for

import permit

www.rims.rica.gov.rw

- Issuance of import permit

Source: Seed Sector Performance Index –

2023 Report

Adequacy of import process 

- PRA ➔List of regulated

pest

- Market surveillance

- Post-control trials

- Pest surveillance

- Specific surveys

- Detection surveys

Issuance of seed trade 
documents 

1

Access to clean seed 3

- Phytosanitary certificate

- Well labelled seed

- Seed quality certificate /
ISTA orange certificate

- Phytosanitary Inspection
at the entry points

- Laboratory testing

Movement of seed 
consignments 

2

seed

http://www.rims.rica.gov.rw/
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Why phytosanitary requirements?  

➔ Prevention of introduction and spread of pest
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Challenges 

• Climate change and pest adaptability – New pest are adaptable in 
the new environment 

• Limited infrastructure and capacity in NPPOs

• Porous borders 

• Inadequate harmonization of phytosanitary and implementation 
measures

• Change of intended use of commodities – such as converting grains 
meant for consumption into seeds, can introduce unforeseen 
phytosanitary risks.

• Counterfeit and sub-standard seed  
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Call for action! 

1. Strengthen Public Private Partnership in the
implementation of phytosanitary measures

2. Promote and support harmonization of
Phytosanitary measures and support NPPOs
for effective implementation

3. Embrace digitalization of phytosanitary
system and embracing digital certificates
and labels

4. Support development of strong traceability
systems
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Thank You for your 
kind attention 
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