AFSTA Congress in South Africa: 26 years of dedication
and new perspectives towards excellence

By Dr. Yacouba Diallol I AFSTA Secretary General | yacoubagafsta.org
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ne 2026 AFSTA Congress
which opens in Cape Town,
South Africa on 23" March,
comes hot on the heels of
" anniversary celebrated in
Kigali in March 2025.

This milestone presents a valuable
opportunity to reflect on AFSTA's
contributions and vements
over the past quartercentury in

achue

advancing the seed industry cn the
continent.

The AFSTA Congress is that event
that bnngs together seed ndustry
players, regulators, scentists, and
experts various fields to
discuss the critical importance and
pivotal role of certified seed in
ensunng food secunty to Afnica
Cape Town, the hosting dty of
the 2026 Congress s renowned
for its seaport, the natural beauty
of the Cape Floristic Region,
and landmarks such as Table
Mountain and Cape Point. In 2014,
Cape Town
the worlds top trave
by The New York

"7'0 m

was recognized as
destination
Times and

-

7

was also ranked as the number
destination by The Daily
Telegraph in 2016 and 2023

In addition to the Seed Business
Networking, the 2026 Congress
vill provide a special focus on
the latest dewvelopments in seed

nnavations. It

one

technology and
vill feature a series of keynotes
and breakout sessions, and panel
discussions from leading figures in
the field, who will explore the
of seed breeding and the
al Intelligence in

impact
utilzation of Artific
enhancing seed production.
The Cape congress,
scheduded to take place from
23-25 March 2026 will emphasize
.mo:*p other interesting topics, the
cross-border mavement of quality
seed, market access, the necessity
for interdiscplinary approaches
to address climate change in
agriculture, and the significance
of hammonizing seed policies and
regulations. The congress
pravide a technical platform for
knowledpe shaning and exchange of

Towm

will

23 - 25 MARCH

ideas among seed company leaders,
policymakers, researchers, farmers,
development partners and other
seriace providers along the seed
vaue chain.

Why a hold seed congress in
South Afnca?! The leads
the seed industry on the continent.
Owver the past 100 years, the
South African seed industry has
evolved from a major contributor
of seed production into a highly
competitive, dynamic industry.

The country’s seed industry is a
well-established and regulated
sactor playing a vital role in the
agricultural landscape. It has
evolved over more than a century,
with  significant  specialization
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at the handover ceremory i Kipal The 202
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by crop and the presence of
more than 100 seed companies,
including international companies
with some of the leading players
being Capstone Seeds, Corteva
Agriscence Syngenta Seed SA.(Pty)
Lid, Sakata Seed Southem Africa
(Pty) Ltd, Rijk Zwaan, and Bayer
(Pty) Ltd.

The Scuth Africa Seed Market sze
5 estimated at USD 087 billion
in 2025, and is projected to reach
USD 106 bilion by 2030, at a
Compound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) of 392% during the
forecast period (2025-2030).
Organized in colaboration with
the South African National Seed
Organization (SANSOR), the
Congress aims to bring together
aver 300 delegates from vanous
sectors ofthe seed industryincluding
research and development, seed
testing, production, and distnbuticn.
By leveraging of both AFSTA and
SANSOR experience in congress

The Chavmon of SANSOR: Dr Motome Romokpope captured

e

OCLE on the 1a

INd Vnoranoes

crganization, the 2026 AFSTA Congress will be a momentum
to celebrating excellence.

The innovation of the cong organzation and settirg,
achieved by contracting a Professional Event Organizern, will
contribute 1o enswing the event's success and creating a

compelling value proposition for delegates to participate in and
celebrate the African Seed Congress's excellence.

Below & a talored value propasition that highlights the benefits
and opportunities for delegates attending the Congress in
Cape Town:

|. Be part of a prestigicus event that celebrates the
achievements and advancements in Afnican agriculture,
showcasing a delegate’s commetment to excellence.
Expand professional network and establish business
partnerships that can dnve innovation and growth in the
seed business.

Particpate in interactive workshops, panels, field tours and
tak shows to share and enhance your expertise in seed
science and agricultural development.

Engage with fellow African and global leaders in seed
and agnodfture, scientsts and policymakers to promote
collaberation

5. Gan exclusve access to the latest research and insights
on plant breeding inncwvaticn, seed technology, crop
enhancement and sustainable farming practices.

Engage with policymakers and seed regulators to influence
the development and or shape of paolicies that support
the growth and innovation of the seed sector

[

tect
test

&

7. Engage with the media by collaborating with the press and sharing
accomplishments and future plans, thereby reaching a vader audience
and enhancing each delegate’s reputation.

8. Post articles and advertisements in the African Seed Magazine 2026

9. Showcase or exhibit your products in the high value Imited booths
avalable at the Congress

10. Attend exciting social events, including a golf tournament, welcome

cocktail and gala dinner.

Join us in Cape Town, South Africa and seize this opportunity to advance
the future of Africa’s seed industry through groundbreaking collaboration,
interactive and engaging technical sessions, business cpportunities,
research insights and perspectives.

CALL FOR ARTICLES

The African Seed Traders Associotion (AFSTA| invites orticles from seed
people for its 12* edition of The African Seed Mogozine due to be published
in March 2026

AFSTA colls for in-depth pieces on ony inftiative of news in your countyry on seed
trade ond seed production initictives, policy, projects thot hove o direct impoct on
the Africon seed sector

Kindly note that AFSTA being a neutral body, only publishes aicles which de not
promode one compony s work. However joint efforts by a consortium of componies
will be published. Deadline for submission is 30" September 2025.
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t the invitaton of
Common Market for
Eastern and Southern

Africa (COMESA), the African
Seed Trade Associavon (AFSTA)
joined representauves of |9
National Seed Authorites
(NSAs) and the private sector
gathered in Nairobi to discuss
the stawus of the COMSHIP
program with special attention
being gven to COMESA Seed
variety Cactalogue.

AFSTA), was represented in the
meeting by this writer and Lynet
Ngila, a board member. During
the meetng, AFSTA said that
to promote and popularize the
varieties on the Catalogue, there
is need for continuous awareness
creation and launching of centers
of excellence wichin the Natonal
Seed Trade Associations to
showcase the varieves act the
country level.

“Seed companies need to
embrace the seed labels and
the COMESA certficates to
enable them trade in Africa and
reach wider markets that they
have not been able to penetrate.
COMESA should hence work
with nacional seed authorities
to realize proper harmonization
to ease promotion of COMSHIFP.
As AFSTA we are supportive
of COMSHIP and we remain a
strategic partmer to COMESA in
the harmonizaton of seed laws
in Africa”” noted Ms Ngila on
behalf of the AFSTA Board.

The COMESA Seed Cerufication

Scheme, implemented through
COMSHIF, aims to harmonize
trade in certfied seed within
the COMESA region by having a
common label and cerufication
system to ensure quality and to
facilicate regional seed wade.
During the meeting held on May
20 - 21, 2025 a presentation
on the collection and analysis of
seed variety data for COMESA
Seed Information  System
(COMSIS), presented by Bruce
Chulu Simbunji from Zambia
noted that out of 104 seed
varieties registered and listed in
the catlogue, 79 were maize,
Soyabeans had 8 with wheat
coming third with 3.

Kenya had the highest number of
varieties followed by Burundi and
Zambia.

“We have a big problem in terms
of seed avallability. We lack seed
for some crops and from the
COMSHIP study, it is only Zambia
that had certified seed available.
The rest of the countries had
a deficit. The most traded crop
Is maize as most companies are
involved in seed production and
trade.” said Chulu.

Inadequate data, the report noted
together with data discrepancies
and lack ofan online database were
major challenges encountered by
the seed sector.

“Despite progress, challenges
persist. Uneven level of policy
alignmentsacrossneighbour states,
insignificant  public awareness
of harmonized procedures
including low adoption of the

COMSHIP framework, delays
in mutual recognitions of seed
certification and himited financing
for harmonization™ added Dr
Alice Murage from KALRO.
Ibrahim Shiundu, Advanta seed
added, "Getung seed producton
availabilicy informadon in Africa
is not easy. The challenges are
oo much, some is because the
data is not available, some are
rade secrets especially among
seed companies, they may not
want to declare”.

Locking ahead, the government of
Kenya is committed to strengthen

natienal implementation,
aligning our nadonal seed
policies and practuces with

COMESA regulavons and fully
operationalize the COMESA
Variety Cartalogue.

“On private sector engagement,
Kenya is committed to creating
an enabling environment or
private sector to thrive especially
in seed research, producton and
distribution. On digital innovaton
we will scale up digital platforms
for seed cerufication, inspecton
and farmer access,” said Dr
Murage.

"COMESA needs to ensure they
come up with a data base and
online platform where more
information can be put together
and find a2 way member states
can have access for them to
make any business decisions,”
Chulu cited.
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Digital tool to aid agronomic trial
management now available for seed

A Moroccan agricultural
technelogy company, AgriEdge, has
designed a digital tool that makes
agronomic  trial management
services for seed companies a
walk in the park.

The technology 'TrialEdge’
centralzed data management of
field agronemic tials by offering
an all-in-one pladform.

Speaking to AFSTA at the African
Conference  on  Agricultural
Technologies in Kigali Rwanda,

companies

By Aghan Daniel I daghangafsta org

-

the Agritech project manager at
AgriEdge Rim Salhi mentioned
that the digital ool helps seed
companies in getting real time and
accurate data as they can monitor
trials across multiple locations.

“The Trial Edge tool is a great
solution for seed companies as
it helps them manage their wial
data in a better way as they
are able to centralize their seed
information and be able to see all
the data they have keyed in the
trials,” Salhi explained adding that

the technology also emables seed
companies get better analysis and
better reportng in good time as it
serves as a ‘Dawa Warehouse for
the entire organization.

"At AgriEdge, we believe solutions
should grow from the ground up.
Since 2017, we have worked hand
in hand with farmers to co-create
simple, practical tools that respend
to real on-the-ground needs for
agriculeure,” said CEOQ, Mr. Faissal
Sehbaoui.

Agronomic trials are essenual
for agriculture, providing crucial
data to evaluate new crop
varieties, ferulizers, phytosanitary
weatments, and other agricultural
practices. However, managing
wials can be complex and time-
consuming.

Besides the Trial Edge product
the company offers other Artificial
Intelligence technologies that
support small scale farmers as well
as their commercal counterparts
to produce more yields and
optimize their resources such as
ferulizers.

"We have developed many more
Al ool soludons to help farmers
produce more. Our complete
ecosystem of digital solution
covers: Ferulization performance,
Precision irrigation, Agronomic
trials, Drone spraying, Yield
forecastung and carbon footprint
tracking and reduction.” said Salhi.
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Agricultural Technology in Africa: New

resolutions seek to transform farming in

By Aghan Daniel | daghan@afsta.org

JACAT

he second edition of
the African Conference
on Agricultural

Technologies (ACAT)
concluded on 12" June
2025 in Kigali, Rwanda, with
strong resolutions to advance
agricultural technology in the
region.

Convened by the Rwandan
Government, the African
Agriculture Technology
Foundation (AATF), and its
partners in Kigali Rwanda,
the conference adopted
a declaration known as the
Kigali Declaration.

This is a set of actionable
commitments to scale up
the adoption of agricultural

from jue 9 o

the region

W, initiatives between different

#ACAT2025

NextGen Ag-tech Solutions
for Africa’s Farmers

11 T“v:, apreed o joster networkng, meiorsh

that offer ntemships, skl cooching and youth mentorship

technologies,  strengthen
regulatory frameworks, and
enhance youth and private
sector involvement across
Africa’s food systems.

AFSTA was represented in the
four-day event by this writer.
The Declaration, adopted
during a ministerial meeting on

the sidelines of the conference,

emphasized enhanced public
budget allocations towards
agricultural technologies
related to rural infrastructure
development and agricultural
training at public universities.
It called for catalyzing and
fostering multi-sectoral
collaborations to  drive

include
research

stakeholders. These
public  sector,

' institutions, civil society, the

private sector and farming
communities.

The Declaration also called
for advancing regional
harmonization and alignment
of national aspirations with

continental blueprints
and creating an enabling
environment  to drive

agricultural technology
commercialization.
Additionally, it looked at
ensuring equitable access
to agro-inputs and climate
smart innovations, adequate
extension, and long-term
food security as well as
mainstreaming the youth,
women, and rural farmers
in government policies and
strategies.

Besides the Declaration, the
ACAT conference recognized
the youth as a strong force
that is driving the development
and adoption of agricultural
technology in Africa. Thus, the
participants committed to
adopt youth empowerment,
mentorship, linkages with
investors and recognition of
youth innovations as integral
components of ACAT.

participatory and co-creation

~ AFSTAEREVIEW | 5
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Agricultural Technology in Africa: New

resolutions seek to transform farming in

the region

By Aghan Daniel | daghan@afsta.org

They agreed to advocate for
the development of youth -
friendly policies and call upon
governments and partners to
invest in youth-focused agri-
innovations, enable their access

to finances and knowledge
sharing from researchers.
They also agreed to foster
networking, mentorship
and investments in African
institutions  that  offer
internships, skill coaching and
youth mentorship.

Further,the participants agreed
to develop an intentional
action plan for eliminating
challenges on last mile delivery
of agricultural technologies
to young farmers, promoting

youth-led innovative solutions,

while  promoting youth
programmes in between ACAT

editions.

Running from 9°-12% June,

2025, under the theme
‘NextGen Ag-Tech Solutions
for Africa's Farmers' the
conference explored promising

opportunities for driving
agricultural transformation
paying special attention
on innovative agricultural
technology solutions tailored
to the needs of African
smallholder farmers.

The conference brought
together over 700 participants
drawn from 35 countries
consisting government officials
from Rwanda, representatives
of six African governments,
youths, farmers, researchers,
private sector and industry
experts.

The inaugural ACAT 2023 held
in Nairobi, Kenya resulted in
significant commitments and

partnerships which  have
contributed to substantial
advancements in scaling

improved and climate-smart

crop varieties and agro-
processing innovations
that have enhanced crop
productivity and improved
farmers’ livelihoods in the
continent

The next ACAT will be held in
2027 in Nairobi to take stock
of progress made on the 2025
ACAT commitments.
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Hope for farmers as outfit

launches virtual agronomist

By Aghan Daniel I daghan@afsta.org

frican farmers have long
suffered from few, if any
gricultural extension officers

which have made it difficult to
confront foad mnsecurity and cimate
challenges.

For instance, Kenya last employed a
large number of agriculture extension
workers in 2006. Before that, they
had been last recruited in 1986, This
means that in the next 5 years, over
50% of current extension workers
will be retinng. The story is almost

the same in other parts of Africa.
The ratio of extension workers
to the farmer is at best 1:1000
nationally while Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

recommends a rato of |: 400
farmers.

Amidst a background of scanty
technical support to them,
farmers are starved from
mnformation drought on the best
farming practices, how to maximize
yelds, ensure better crop varieties
and amything that will enhance their
farming fortunes.

While representing African Seed
Trade Association at the 2025
Afrcan Conference of Agricultural
Technologies (ACAT) n Kigali we
caught up with Abegad Wairimu, a data
scientist at International Solutions for
Decision Agriculture (iSDA).

Amidst this gap. iSDA has nvented
Virtual Agronomist, an Artifical
Intelligence Assistant tool developed
by Intermational Solutions for Decision
Agriculture (iSDA) to provide expert
agronomac advice to farmers thereby
boosting their productivity.

“The virtual agronomist ensures
farmers gec tailored recommendations
on sod health, advice on fertilizer
use and pest control throughout the
season from planting to harvesting.

This helps farmers to maximize their
praduction,” Wairemu explained.
The Virtual agronomist Al
introduced to farmers two years ago
and has led to over 50% yield increase
in crop production, benefiting 250,000
farmers who have adopted its use
across various African countries.

In Kenya the virtual agronomist tool

was

. :
3 NNty

is being used by maize farmers in
Kericho, rice farmers in Mwea Tebere
irfigation scheme and in Uganda it is

being used in Bulambuli. Ghana, Malawi
and Zamba have also embraced the
technology, and the results are very
impressive.

"A number of farmers in Africa have
embraced the virtual agronomist
technology and we hope that in the
next 5 years we will reach 5 million
farmers, and every farmer will have
access to a virtual agronomist at their
disposal at any time of the season,”
said Wairmu.

The technology has helped farmers
increase their yields. A farmer group
in Uganda, says iSDA reported
an ncrease of about 66% and in
Kenya farmers in Mwea reduced the
budget spent on fertilizer purchase
because of better targeted fertilizer
recommendations by the virtual
agronomist.
The farmer Assistant Al is user
friendly, and farmers only need to
have smart phone and be conversant
with the use of WhatsApp.
“To start using the Artficial
Intelligence too, a farmer needs
to save a specific number of
people in their phone, the
virtual agronomist will then
provide guidance through the
process. A farmer only need
to share their field eguation
and the virtual agronomist will
present a report indicating
the soil status (NPK-nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium)
and the PH then give 2 tilored
fertilizer recommendation and
proper use,” she explained
One may ask, is Virtual Agronomist
Al simdar to other Al tools like
ChatGPT that generates content?
Wairimu explains that that the viroual
agronomist tool is not similar to
ather Al tools as it has been designed
together with other scientific
madels designed by agronomasts and
scientists.
"Virtval agronomist has local
agronomic knowledge that other
tools like ChatGPT do not have,
recommendations given by virtual
agronomists would be similar to that
of an agronomist, soil scientist or
researcher,” Wairimu clarified.

AFSTAEREVIEW | 7
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Seed companies to benefit from digitized
advisories services using weather data

By Christine Ochogo I christawine@yahoo.com

Mt Ronald Ovang'o, Reponal programme coordinator ot
fornorrowflow soys that M oufit empowers rmers
by prondhrg amefy localzed apriculioral adwee throoph

emergng lacinangies.

griculture is the backbone
of many economies and
crucial source of food
security.
Supporting small holder farmers
with timely information and
education can lead to more resiient
agriculture practices and stronger
rural economies.
For this reason. TomorrowNow, a
data driven organization supported
by Gates Foundation, is stepping in
to empower farmers by providing
timely localized agricultural advice
through emerging technologies.
“At TomorrowNow we are excited
on seeing how best to support
small holder farmers to make

better decisions on their farms.
These decisions incdude the suitable

time to plant, apply fertikzer
and scout for pests. We do
this by leveraging on new
technologies coming into Africa.
We then localize these technical
technologies for African farmers
by transhting them into insights
that can be able to make the
farmer optimally make wise
decision, says Romald Diang'a
the organization's Regional
Programme Coordinator.
While at the African Conference
on Agricultural Technologies,
ACAT 2025 in Kigali Rwanda,
Mr Dianga exphined that they
are partnering with various
government organizations in
providing digitized advisories
services to farmers using
climate and weather data.

"We are happy to work with the
Kenya Meteorological Department
and KALRO to provide advisory
services to about 5.1 million farmers
in Kenya. These farmers receive
information on the Short Message
Service (SMS), a weekly update
depending on the time that they
planted. the crop that they grow and
the area in which they are growing
these crops. These advisories are
very targeted on the growth stage
and specific to the farmer and their
location,” Diang'a explained.

Mr Diang'a indicated that the
information they provide benefit
farmers, plant breeders and seed
companies,

“There is great opportunity for
those involved in seed breeding
initiatives or crop model initatives
because what we have built through
global access platform is giving

you access to open-source high
resolution cdlimate and weather
data,” he added.

Through the global access platform,
one can access | 2-year real analysis
data set short time forecast, that
is localized for the East African
market, and this can improve
breeding outcome and also improve
fundamentally the outputs of
different crop models.

To effectively serve the farming
fraternity, Diang'a says there is need
for massive ground observation
data in gathering high impact data
which can be achieved through
partnerships and working closely
with research organizations.

“We need a lot of ground
observation data and getting
access to some of these very
quality ground observation points
and this is where the power of
partnership comes in. We have
partnered with the Trans-African
Hydro-Meteorological Observatory
(TAHMO) organization that has
helped us access 22 stations across
Africa. Other research organizations
like CGIAR and a number of partners
who help us validate some of these
weather data we are developing.”
Diang'a added.

This initative goes along with
achieving the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal 2
which aims to end hunger, achieve
food security and improve nutrition
and promote sustainable agriculture
by 2030.
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Kenyan government reaffirms support for GMOs

mid several court cases

which have derailed uptake

of genetcally modified
organisms (GMOs), the Kenyan
Government has reiterated its
support for this technology to
improve feod security.
“lt is impeortant to note that the
government appreciates the use
of modern biotechnology as a
powerful tool that can support its
agenda of improving productivity
across value chains and at the
same time building resilience to
the effects of climate change.” said
Mutahi Kagwe Agriculture Cabinet
Secretary in a speech read on
his behalf during the 13" annual
Biosafety conference in Naivasha
by Secretary Administration,
Rashid Khator.
Referring to the Cabinet’s 2022
decision to lift the decade long ban
on the cultvation and importation
of GM crops and animal feeds,
Kagwe noted that the decision
was consistent with the findings
of various studies that determined
that there are robust policy, legal,
regulatory insticutional structures
in Kenya to ensure responsible
and safe applications of modern
biotechnologies.
"Thisdecisionaimed toaddressfood
security challenges exacerbated
by prolonged droughts and to
enhance agriculwural productivity
through biotechnology,” he said.

Besides, Kagwe assured the
National Biosafety Authority
(NBA) that discussions are

ongoing to have it remain as a
distinct entity due to its unique

Participants follow proceedings during the 13th annual natlonal blosafety
conference in Naivasha that was officlally opened by Secretary Admindstration at
the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development Mr. Rashid Khator who
represented Agriculture Cabinet Secretary Han. Mutahié Kagwe

and specialized mandate despite
the ongoing re-organization of
State Corporations.

He emphasized that the Authority
was designated by the Government
as the National Focal Point to the
Cartagena Protocol on Bicsafety,
the global bicsafety regulatory
framework under the Convention
on Biological Diversity.

“This is to enable Kenya to be
a key participant in the global
biotechnology enterprise, as
envisioned in  the National
Biotechnology  Development
Policy of 2006. Because of the
international obligations and the
need to have a dedicated agency
to assess the safety of GMOs and
other emerging biotechnologies,
we are having discussions so that
NBA remains a distnct entity
due to its unique and specialized

mandate.” Kagwe stated.

The forum attracted experts,
government officers, scholars,
policy ~makers, researchers’
experts, farmers and youth
representatives aims to take
stock of the achievements and
challenges in embracing modern
bietechnology in the Country.
The conference that the NBA has
religiously organized for the last
I3 years aims to promote public
awareness and education on
biosafety matrers and discuss new
developments in biotechnelegy
and bicsafety, as mandated by the
Cartagena Protocel on Biosafery
and the Biosafety Act

“This year's theme: "I3 years
later: Building trust and ensuring
safety of Genetically Modified
Organisms”™ resonates well with
the government's commitment

AFSTAEREVIEW | o
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Kenyan government reaffirms support for GMOs

te facilitate adopuon of new

technelogies and  innovations
te transform low agricultural
productivity in the country.”

Kagwe noted.

He disclosed that his Ministry
will continue to suppert effores
to strengthen the Authority's
regulatory capacity on GMOs
through budgetary support
and assured Kenyans that the
government has put in place a
robust bicsafety regulatory and
insttutional framework through
the National Biotechnelogy

By Aghan Daniel | daghan@afsta.org

Development Policy, the Biosafery
Act and Regulations to ensure
safe develepment, handling and
transfer of GMOs.

Hussein  Mohamed, NBA's
Board member, revealed that
the agency has approved some
policies and manuals among
them, labelling of GMOs, Genome
editung, appointment of Biosafety
Inspectors, asset management
and liability, risk management,
Data Protecton and ICT policy,
all aimed at enabling it to fulfil its
mandate as provided in the law.

Nehemiah  Ngevch, NBA's
Acung Chief Executive Officer,
underscored that the Authority is
here to ensure the fasc tracking and
adoption of all bioctechnelogical
advancements, adding that
they have embarked on public
awareness campaigns across the
country to sensitize Kenyans on
the Authority’s role as a regulator
of GMOs.

AFSTA explores partnership opportunities with

CABI as the latter unveils its new strategic plan

By Catherine Langat | Technical Manager | catherine@afsta.org

Naurcbi under the

Partnereshin (o
artnership for :

N advanang seed rade, phytosanitan

& plant health compliance, and

enpapement across

Hon. Mutah

Mirestry of

Develc
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of the

e launch

| usaka, Zambia - The Common
Market for Eastem and
outhem Africa (COMESA)
has officially inaugurated a regional
seed certification and labeling
system that will facitate movement
of high-quality seeds across
borders through establishment
of a standardized labeling and
verification system.
The system also intends to combat
counterfeit seeds, strengthen intra-
regional seed trade and enhance
farmers’ access to  high-quality,
certified seeds across 21 member
countries, thereby benefiting
approximately 90 milion farmers.
The program aims to harmonze
seed regulations, facilitating
increased intra-trade and mproving
seed accessibility.
The launch took place during a
meeting held,in Lusaka, Zambia from
Jne 25 to 26, 2025. It was attended
by more than 40 key stakeholders
from COMESA member states,

reyond seed cal

facobon and (obeling systam

seed regulators, National Plant
Protecticn Organizations (NPPOs)
representatives, seed companies,
MNaticnal seed trade Associations,
COMESA, and Alliance for
Commaodity Trade n Eastem and
Seuthem Afnica (ACTESA) staff.
This writer represented the African
Seed Trade Association (AFSTA).
The apex seed assodation pledged
its support to this intiative by
engagng n awareness creation and
capacity-building activities amed at
facilitating smooth adoption and
implementation of the system.

“The COMESA regicnal certificates
and labek are poised to expedite
the seed export and mports by the
COMESA Member States, thereby
faciltating the seamless flow of
seeds in the region,” said Dr John
Mukuka, the Chief Executive OIT;_-

of ACTESA in his opening remarks.
The launching ceremorny was
presided over by DrKenneth Msiska,

AFSTA to support implementation of COMESA

Regional Seed Certification and Labelling System

By Dr Yacouba Diallo | AFSTA Secretary General | yacouba@afsta.org

and

N Lanaas

Director of Plant Quarantine
Phytosanitary Serwces
Ministry of Agriculture.
The main geal of ACTESA, formed
in September 200B, is to increase
farmer productivity and incomes
in the Eastern and Southern Africa
region through trade in strategc
agricultural commodities.

With the new seed
consgnments are expected to
mave more freely across borders
and within countries, using specal
COMESA-designed labels.
These labels are issued for lkg
Skg, and 25kg bags as part of bulk
certified seed lots.

gystem,

seed

The initiative is
built upon the COMESA SeedTrade
Harmonization Regulaticns, which
were appeoved in 2014, |t aims
to ensure that high-quality seeds
can be traded easily and align with
the African Centinental Free Trade
Area’s (AfCFTA) broader plans for
Afnican harmenization In addition,
the COMESA Variety Catalogue
which lists vaneties registered in at
st two COMESA member states
following harmonzed procedures,
will also faciltate regional trade by
elminating the need for further
testing,
The nitiatve & supported by The
Eurcpean Union under the glcbal
framework of enhancing regicnal
integration, facilitating trade, and
strengthening regional institutions.

Sample COMESA Seed Label
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Beyond the tuber: How Solynta is planting

anew future for the African potato

By Dr. Yacouba Diallo | Secretary General | yacoubagafsta org

e future of potato farming is
sprouting in Kenyo. Dr.Yocouba
Dialle, AFSTA  Secretary

and Charles
recently wsited Solyntas impressive

General Nyochoe
demo ok ot Moy Farm in Limury,
Kenya. Under the lwitation of Mz
Charles Miler, Solyntas Director of
Stratepic Alliances and Development
and AFSTA Board the
AFSTA team witnessed firsthand the
ploneering Hybeld True Potato Seed
(HTPS) technology.

Solynta, an esteemed international
seed Company and a member of
the African Seed Trade Association
(AFSTA), Is advancing African
agriculture significantly through
its innovative hybrid potato seed
technology.

The field visit by the AFSTA
Secretariat to Selynta’s demo trials
provided an excellent opportunity
to observe the innovative solutions
this company offers to African
farmers by promoting the Hybrid
True Potato Seeds.

Member,

-

L

o i | & " N TR R

,.\‘M"'g-

AFSTA Team at Miango Farm, where Solynta's 1

Shifung from Traditional bulky
tubers, Solynta's technology
enables farmers to grow potatoes
from actual seeds rather than
perishable, and often
disease-prone, potato
tubers waditiomally used
for planting. With just
25 grams of Solynta's
hybrid true portato
seeds, the farmer can
plant one hectare, which
traditionally  requires
more than 2,500 kg of
seed tubers. In additon,
this technology Iin
potato planting material

R —

rue potato seed is grown

drastically reduces transport costs,
storage needs, and the risk of pest
and disease transmissions.

The demo plots showcased that
Solynta's potato seed technology
demonstrates strong genetic
resistance to key diseases such as
late blight. The team saw firsthand
how Solynta’s new varieties are
often more resilient than traditional
types grown side by side, requiring
fewer or no chemical sprays
due to their improved disease
resistance. This genetic resistance
results in a significant reduction
in fungicide use, enabling farmers
to cut costs and adopt more

)2 | AFSTA EREVIEW
Vol: 103 July 2025



Beyond the tuber: How Solynta is planting

anew future for the African potato

By Dr. Yacouba Diallo | Secretary General | yacoubagafsta org

sustainable farming practices.

The field trials visited demonstrate
significant yield increases with
Solynta’s new varietes, which are
grown alongside local standard
varieties to enable direct
comparison of their performance,
yleld, and disease resistance.
Solynta is currently collaborating
with AFSTA member companies
across multiple African countries,
including Bayer and ETG among
others Kenya. This field day
provided an opportnity to
observe how Solynta collaborates
with local small-scale farmers in
the potato value chain, such as
Miango Farm in Ngecha village.
Their parmership empowers
smallholder farmers with training
on best agronomic practices,
ensuring they maximize the
benefits of this game-changing
technology.

Besides seed companies, Solynta
works with the National Potato

Coated (L) and Uncoated (R)

Solynta Hybrid True Potato Seed

Solynta’s new
varieties are
often more
resilient than
traditional types

Council of Kenya (NPCK) and the
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate

Service (KEPHIS) to ensure
industry regulations facilicate
the umely adoption of their

Innovations.

In summary, visiting Solynta's demo
trials gave a clear understanding of
how this AFSTA member company
uses advanced hybrid breeding
technology to transform potato
cultivation in Africa. They provide
practical and sustainable selutions
that enhance farmers’ livelihoods
and support food security. This
rechnology is particularly beneficial
for smallholder farmers due to its
ease of wransport and storage, as
well as the potencial for higher
and more reliable yields, which
contribute to enhanced profitability
and improved livelihoods.
Solynta Hybrid True Potato
Seeds (HTPS): Small seeds,
indeed, but making a big
difference!
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Supporting Uganda in the revision of the

Uganda Seed Strategy

Now Cervlvd Gual g

Sbe) i Nathes

Technical committee members during the review and revision of the

FSTA supportedthe Uganda

Seed Trade Asscciation

(USTA) in the
national seed strategy of Uganda.
The Uganda Ministry of Agriculture,
Animal Industry and Fishenes
(MAAIF) developed the National
Seed Strategy for Uganda which
ran from 2018/19 to 2022723 . The
Strategy has expired, and MAAIF
ntends to review the status of
the Strategy’s implementation
and develop a mnew/ revised Seed
Strategy for the sector, which will
run from 2026 to 2030. MAAIF

revising

14 AFSTA E-REVIEW
Vol: 103 July 2025

By AFSTA Secretariat | afstagafsta.org

constituted technical Committee
meetings to owversee the review
and revision of the Uganda Seed
Strategy. The Technical Committee

corwvened its meetings in Kampala,

Uganda, between |7 and 20"
June 2025, with financial support
from AFSTA (under the AFSTA-
Bayer agreement), in collaboration
with the Uganda Seed Trade
Asscaation (USTA). The meeting
followed a previous Technical
Committee meeting, which was
corwvened as an expanded meeting

to target representations from

Uganda National Seed Strategy

three stakeholder
research institutions (NARO and
Uganda Christian University),
companies (NASECO,
ACA, SYOVA Seed, and Stering
Seed), and QDS producer groups
Moreover, the policy meeting was
also intended to
from two policy-making Institutions
in Uganda on how best to advance
the seed strategy to the point
of government endorsement
and approval for Implementation
Highlights

categones:

seek puidance

ron
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Agricuiture in Uganda

" Food securr

N}_ Agruufture in Uganda

AFSTA Board Member & USTA Chairman, Mr. Narcis Tumushabe, at the Uganda seed

Strategic Policy Review: The
meeting focused on updating
Uganda’s National Seed
Strategy, a key policy document
that gowerns seed sector
development, regulation, trade,
and innowvation

Inclusion of Regonal Trade
Elements Emphasis was placed
on  aligning Uganda’s seed
laws with regicnal hamonized
frameworks (eg, COMESA
Seed Trade Harmonization
Protacol)

Private Sector Engagement:
The strategy revision process
priontized expanding the role
of the private sector in seed
production, certification, and
distribution

Strengthening Seed Quality
Assurance Systems: Discussions
addressed seed inspection,
certification, labelling, and
enforcement mechanisms to
enhance seed quality in the
doemestic and regional market

strategy revision workshop

¢ |ntegration with AfCFTA and

CAADP. The revised strategy
aimed to improve Uganda's
readiness to engage in
continental  trade
ncluding AFCFTA, and align with
CAADP objectives

Adoption of Digita
Proposed digtization of seed
registration, traceability, andtrade
monitoring tools for greater
transparency and efficiency

* Policy endorsement pathway: The

main objective of the meetings
was to determine how to guide
the strategy toward formal
government  approval and
mplementation

* AFSTA's role as fnancial partner:

AFSTA, in collaboration with
USTA, fnancially supported the
technica
postionng itself as a strategic
stakeholder in national seed
paolicy development.

regimes,

Tools:

committee meeting,

* As the next steps from the

meeting, the following were
noteq.

* Review the input from the different

institutions’ presentations,
especialy the prorty actions,
lessens, and achievements, and
improve the first draft of the
Seed Strategy

Fnalze the evaluation of the
last Seed Strategy, incorporating
comments from presentations
Highlight pnontiesfactions that
are missing from the elapsed
national Seed Strategy
Alignment of the new naticnal
seed strategy with the Ugandan
national development plan

The commissoner, Department
of Crop Inspection and
Certification, would present the
seed strategy to the top policy
management in the ministry

To conduct further stakeholder
consultations on the new seed
strategy.
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Technologes for Afncan

African Cereal and Legume Breeding Consortium (ACLBC)

7
v

Avican Coresd arvd Laguarve

INAUGURAL WORKSHOP
2025

atalyzing Seed Technology Adoption through

r”

‘ Partnership, Performance & Field Experience

15th -20th August 2025

" Date: 19" -20"™ August 2025
G Meeers  Confirm Participation for
S gty the event by registeringon  Venue: Park Inn by Radisson, Nairobi
Py St the link boelRogo%roscan the Field day - Njoro

Registration Link
Click to Register
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WHY ATTEND? SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS:

Expand market reach & forge partnerships o CEO Condave & Roundtables

o Exhibition & Trading Tables
* Fleld Visits to Seed Companies
* Awards & Recognition

Explore Al dgitad tech, and dimate-resilient seeds
Engage in palicy discussions & investrment
cpportunities
Network with industry lkeaders, researchers, and -
e OBJECTIVES:
Strengthen India-Africa seed trade & research
¥ Drive food security & agricultural resilience

: (=] 2% (=]
e il DATE: 11TH - 13TH SEPTEMBER 2025

HTTPS//TINYURL.COM/2SAFIASS (=] Mozl i L
@ HOSTS: AFSTA & INDIA CHAMBER OF FOOD

AND AGRICULTURE (ICFA)

Move information:
https//tinyurl.com/25summbro
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IFAJ Congress 2025

Nairobi, Kenya
October 15 - 18,2025

For all inquiries and sponsorships drop us an email

infog@meshascience.org




UPCOMING EVENTS

|. AFSTA mid-term virtual Board Meeting: 29 July 2025
2. ACLBC Annual workshop and demo plot field visit: August | 9" 20" 2025, Kenya
3. AVBC annual workshop 2025:2* - 4" September 2025: Arusha, Tanzania

4. ISTAWorkshop on Purity and Other Seed Determination: 9 September 2025

5. Africa-India Seed Summit: | 1™ - 13® September 2025

6. AFSTA Board meeting: 15" - 16" October 2025: Nairobi, Kenya

7. World Congress of Agricultural Journalists: |5* - 18* Oct 2025, Nairobi, Kenya

8. Euroseeds2025 Congress 19" - 22™ October 2025: Edinburg, Scodand
9. Asian Seed Congress 2025: 17" - 21" November 2025, Mumbai, India
10.AFSTA Congress 2026: March 23 - 25* 2026, Cape Town, South Africa

Q.
AFSTA WEB ADVERTISEM ENT

AFSTA Secretariat offers online advertising opportunity for all members on a first-come
first-served basis as the advertisement slots are limited. Your logo will be placed at the
top right hand side of the homepage and will flash alternately as it currently on our

website (www.afsta.org)

Your logo will be linked to your website or if you want to advertise a particular product
you can send us artwork to be linked to your logo. The cost of the website advert is
US$400 for AFSTA members and US$600 for Non members for a period of one year.

Contact : Charles Nyachae, ICT & Logistics on: charles@afsta.org

EDITORIAL
Aghan Daniel, Communication and Advacacy
Charles Nyachae, ICT, Logistics & Protecol

Disclaimer:

The African Seed Trade Association takes every precaution in verifying the accuracy of information supplied
by its Secretariat, but does not accept liability for errors, which may nevertheless appear in this publication.
Submissions by contributors to the publication may not necessarily reflect the views of the AFSTA Secretariat,
the Board or its members.

Contacts:
AFSTA Secretariat, Tel: +254 - 20 - 242 9017, E-mail: afsta@afsta.org,

Website: www.afsta.org,
Twitter:@AFSTA_Seed, I:‘aceBook AFSTA_Seed, LinkedIn AFSTA Seed
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