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WELCOME NOTE

GreetingsandwelcomefromShrutiFoundationto the VedaaranyaHeritageandHealingFestivalor VHAHFEST
2023at RamgarhShekhawati,Rajasthan!
Thefestivalis anintegralpartof thedreamto revivethis uniqueandspectacularregionof Indiawhichhadbeenabandonedbysome
of the richest Seths (merchants)of India almost a centuryago, throwingits economicand social order into chaosand
disintegration. Todayhistory beckonsagainas we rediscoverthe charm,the uniquenessof the paintedwalls of Ramgarh
Shekhawatiandthe greatcultureandintangibleheritageof this uniquetown that wasoncea greatCentreof learningandwas
thereforecalledDoosraKashi.

VHAHFESTFebruary3-6, 2023bringstogethergreatartists fromacrossIndiaandAbroad,CLassicalFusionEASTmeetsWEST
PERFORMANCES,artists,domainexperts,Craftspersons,healers,designers,entrepreneursaswellasGovernmentandInstitutional
headsfromIndiaandabroadto Celebrate,LearnandCreateat thefestival,andexploretheuniquenessof this greattownalongwith
thelocalcommunity,particularlyits womenandyouth.

Joinus at VHAHFEST2023in reimaginingthis greathistoricalregionof Shekhawatias possibly,the most holisticandexciting
Habitatof theFuture!

Mira Misra Kaushik (OBE)  |  Dr. Shruti Nada Poddar
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Ramgarh Shekhawati is a unique heritage town developed by the richest Indian 19th century merchants (Seths). It has beautiful 
structures - magnificent Havelies (more than 200), 36 Cenotaphs (Chattris), 101 Temples, which are great examples of 

ancient art and architecture of India. Earlier, Ramgarh Shekhawati was also known as Doosra Kashi, since it had eight centers
of Sanskrit learning and cultural patronage. It has the only Veda Temple in the world, with unusual stucco sculpture and 
architecture.Though the town shows signs of aging, this doesnĨt make it any less interesting. It is often called the world 

capital of wall paintings (frescoes). It is now being revived into one of the most coveted heritage destinations of the world.
Ramgarh Shekhawati is a forgotten surprise - A wonderland of heritage, a haven - to celebrate and to heal our lives.

Ramgarh Shekhawati
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WHAT TO EXPECT 
@ VHAH FEST 2023
ǒLive in our Magical Heritage Havelies
ǒUnforgettable Rajasthani Cuisine
ǒExplore Fascinating Havelies, Chhatries, Temples, Johads 
and other Heritage Sites in our ĪRamgarh Shekhawati 
Heritage Walkī (or ride with Camel Carts, Cars and Tuk-tuks)
ǒAwe-inspiring ĪEAST Meets WESTī Fusion Classical Music | 

Soul Stirring Contemporary Classical | Folk Dance 
Performances | Engaging Baithaks | Daastaan Goi | Addas | 
Hunar-shalas at The FORT and our beautiful heritage 
haveilies and other Heritage Sites
ǒLearn, Experiment and Create with our Training Workshops 

with our Local and Global Experts
ǒLearn Ayurvedic Recipes and Natural Health Treatments
ǒHeal with Ancient Tools and Techniques
ǒImmerse in the Rasa of Music & Movement
ǒExperience the healing Power of Ancient Chants
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OFFERINGS

o Pattachitra Painting Workshop with Painters from 
Bengal 

o Durrie Making with Rajasthan Karigars

o Lac Bangle making

o Rajasthani Doll making

o Mehendi

o Restoration with Lime (Chuna) technology with 
INTACH experts

o Learning about the Stories and Karigari on 
Ramgarh Walls and Ceilings

o Nada Yoga with Shruti Nada Poddar

o Ayurvedic Remedies from Local Experts

6

Baithak
(Narrative sessions)

o A conversation with Actor, 
Author, Poet Deepti Nawal

o Daastan Goi with Sunil Mehra & 
Pallav Mishra

o History and Wonder of 
Shekhawati with Shruti Poddar

o Healing with Learning 

GARH ME UTSAV 
(PERFoRMANCEs in the Fort)

o Purbayan Chatterjee- Russian Natsa 
Saraswati in Classical Fusion ĪEast 
Meets Westī 

o Gauri Sharma Tripathi in a 
Contemporary Kathak choreography

o Folk Fusion by Dipannita Acharya 
with Bauls and Manganiyaars

Hunar -Shala and KarigarI addE
(Crafts and Learning workshops)
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In Conversation on Her Engaging Memoir
ƄA Country Called Childhoodƅ

Deepti Naval is an Indian actor, director, writer, painter and photographer, A 
multifaceted personality, Deepti has carved a distinct niche for herself in the 
Indian film industry, winning critical acclaim for her ħsensitive and close to lifeĨ 
portrayals that emphasized the changing role of women in India. Deepti made her 
debut in the year 1980 with the path-breaking film Ek Baar Phir, and has sence 
appearead in more than ninety films, cluding Chashme Baddoor, Katha, Saath 
Saath, Kamla, Ankahi, Main Zinda Hoon, and Mirch Masala. She has received the 
best actor award in several natinal and international film festivals for her roles in 
Leela, Firaaq, Memories in March, Listen Amaya, NH-10, The Boy With the Top 
Knot, and others. She also won Best Screenplay award at the New York Indian 
Film Festival for her directorial film, Do Paise Ki Dhoop Chaar Aane Ki Baarish, in 
2010. As a writer she has three books to her creditĦher first collection of 
poems, Lamha Lamha, published in 1981. Black Wind and Other Poems in 2004, 
and The Mad Tibetan: Stories From Then and Now in 2011. 
Her Recently Pulished Book ĪA Country Called Childhoodī is a beautifully told 
memoir of growing up in Amritsar in the tumultuous 1950s and 60s In extremely 
visual and evocative prose, Naval describes an unforgettable childhood filled with 
love, adventure, mystery, tragedy, and joy. She uncovers, in great detail, life in an 
unconventional Punjabi family while plunging the reader into the distinctive 
sights, smells, and sounds of a fast-vanishing India. Starting at the moment of 
her birth on a rainy night, she tracks her journey to adulthood, a path punctuated 
by many personal turning points as also momentous events of national 
importance, such as the Sino-Indian War of 1962 and the Indo-Pak War of 1965
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