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Dr. Maria Isabel Gutierrez is Director of CISALVA Institute, Universidad del Valle since 2000
and Professor of Epidemiology at School of Public Health in the same university. She
studied Medicine and Surgery, Universidad del Valle, Cali, Colombia, 1984. Master of
Science en Epidemiology y Biostatistics, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, 1989. Post-
doctoral fellow, Center for Injury Research and Policy, Health Policy and Management
Department, School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA, 1997.
Health and Human Rights Certificate, School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, USA 1998- 1999. Post-Doctoral Fellow, Epidemiology of Drug Use, Department
of Mental Health, School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA, 1999-
2001. PhD from Department Mental Hygiene, School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, USA, 2003.

She has been a consultant for national and local governments of Colombia, and
international institutions such as the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-
American Development Bank, the World Bank and The United Nations Development
Program, in strategies to identify and prevent external cause injuries, violence, suicide and
injuries caused by traffic events.

She was recently awarded as one of four Colombian included in the Top 100 list of the
most influential people in armed violence reduction in the world by The Armed Violence
Reduction Foundation, AOAV.

She has authored and co-authored ninety-three publications in various national and
international journals and has been a guest speaker at national and international seminars
and conferences for over 22 years of professional life.



